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How to do this, let him confeſs he knows not 


How ta rule children. 


Sua ſponte rectè facere, quam alieno metu. 


Hoc pater ac dom 
"Tis this then is the duty of a father 


To make a ſon embrace a life of virtue 
Rather from choice than terror or conſtraint, 


Here lies the mighty difference between 


Fateatur ſe neſcire im 
A'FATHER and A MASTER. 
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FROM THE HON. wr, ; #1LTOS ro Mx. BENPIELD. 


1 -* 


$1 Ry 


HE ſettled addy which had Jong” bett 
poſſeſſion of my mind begins to diſperſe, and 
a pleaſing proſpect opens to my view. Lately 
I ſaw nothing before me but wretchedneſs and 
anxiety, with the direful amprecation of an enraged © 
father behind, gnawing, and preying, with rank- 
+ ling poiſon on every moment of my exiſtence. But 
at this inſtant, I am all vivacity, all cheerfulneſs, all” 
rapture; and perched on the higheſt pinnacle of ex 
peRation, I look forward, almoſt confident” of ſue- 
ceſs, to the happineſs of being one day in the pd. 
oe. ya poſſeſſion of my dear Olivia. "A 
88 however ſometimes intrudes its banefal i in- 5 Zo 
Annes; and abates the extacy which my inconſfiderate* - 
oper enjoy 3 d cool Ber like a ravenous valet - 
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ture, frequently tears away the rapturous conceptions 
of my mind, and expoſes my joyful boſom to the fangs 
of bitterneſs and the glooms of ſorrow, 


 OraTuzr, father konoarable: name! thou dear 
relation who gaveſt me being, what would J not give, 
what would I not ſacrifice, to poſſeſs your venerable 
ſanction, to be bleſſed with your approbation, to have 
your permiſſion to purſue and finally complete my 
union with Olivia; a union t6 which my ſoul 1s un- 
alterably devoted, and in which my future peace and 
happineſs is immediately involved ! 


SancuinE as I am in my hopes, I cannot but 
recollett how many incidents may mtervene, to 
counteract all my deſigns, to render all my ſchemes 

— abortive, and leave me a miſerable object of ridicule 
to others, and of diſappomtment to myſelf ! It is an 
© unpardonable folly, an unwarrantable preſumption, for 
tte child of humanity to place his ſole happineſs on 
= the fortunate completion of any ſingle object, ſince a 
very trivial accident may deſtroy what his utmoſt atten- 
tion may never be able to re- eſtabliſn. So Reaſon dic- 

| kates 3 3 but Love and- Reaſon are ſeldom aſſociates. 


"To ſave myſelf the pain of further recollection, 1 
1 walked forth. The cool and tranquil pleaſures of 
the country were ever agreeable to me, and J felt 
E- > enjoyment at this moment with peculiar delight. 
The mild, the gentle beauries of the ſpring had given 
plage to the more vivid and enlivening colours of 
ſummer, which now reigned in meridian glory. The 
herbage was exuberant ; and the whole face of na- 
ture enamelled with a thouſand. dyes, more rich, 
more variegated, and infinitely more lively than all 
the artificial ſplendour of the moſt ſaperb ball- room. 


© ak ; tints ot a thouſand. wild flowers, blended and | 
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THE HAPPY RETREAT. 3 
ſoftened 1 into all the varieties of light and ſhade, gave 
an exquiſite and inexpreſſible harmony to the natural 
picture. The meadows waving with luxuriance, 
ſeemed to invite the ſun-burnt hand of the mower z 

the trees, clad in their fulleſt foliage, formed a num- 
ber of green and cooling ſhadts, and afforded an 
agreeable retreat from the ſultry rays of the almoſt 
vertical and glorious luminary of day. | 
In the contemplation and enjoyment of theſe ru- 
ral beauties, I arrived at the place where my pretty 
ſongſter had built his habitation; and, ſilently examin- 
ing the neſt, I found the little family were. gone. Un- 
certain of their fate, whether robbed by the pilfering 
hand of the wandering ſchool boy, or hopping from 
ſpray to ſpray beneath the gentle auſpices of their 
enraptured parents, I ſtopped and hſtened in hope of 
hearing his mellow note—I ſtopped and liſtened in 
vain— his note was mute— the melody of his muſic no 
more made vocal with his echoing ſtrains the banks 
of the WAnsBECK. Pretty warbler !” Iexclaimed, 
« how emblematical of my father! Bereft of thy 
« offspring, perhaps thou mourneſt on ſome ſolitary 
« bough, ard pineſt out the day in lamentations for. . 7 
uo % thy irreparable loſs! I heard the ſhrill flecker of bY l 
| wings among the ſurrounding ' boughs. I locked 3 1 
round, and eſpied upon a buſh of flowering: haw= al 
thorn: the two parent birds, accompanied with their 
young progeny. © Happy birds!“ ſaid'I; may you 
. 4 g 1 an omen of my fate!“ | 


ita tors not, Benfield, that I am in this leaſt 6 tihe-"- + 
wired with ſuperſtition ; yet this little Incident of 
perceiving them at liberty, when I was in 1 
Hr their deſtiny, gave a relief to my mind; a 
ig zelled that anxiety which 1 harboured ſor their (afery«. 
In. theſe. trifling obſervations I found een 7 
1 When the mind is abiorbed in 
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1 - THE DENIAL; ox, 
and impreſſed with the heavy load of adverſity, tri. 
fling incidents create entertainment, and diftuſe a 
tranſient gleam of joy, which during the hours of 
* and anne paſs by unobſerved. 


— 


* ex. as 1 was walking 3 the park, with 
the rotundity and magnificence of a very large plane. 
tree, I ſtopped to indulge my admiration; its bole was 
enormous, and its branches roſe in a regular conical 
ſigure to an amazing height, The day was warm, 
and as I was ſomewhat fatigued, I threw myſelf down 
upon the turf beneath its ſhade, with an intention of 
amuſing myſelf with the peruſal of my favourite Ho- 
RACE; 4 opened the volume at that beautiful Ode 
Which begins, Integer vitæ, -ſcelerifque purus, and 

had ſcarcely got through the ſecond ſtanza, when I 
was accolted by Mr. Longford's well-known voice, 


aſking, 45 Where 1 is Olivia?“ 
5 "I, ca LMLY anſwered, «] do not know, Six.” 


' Hs fixed his eyes edfally on me, * ieee ee 
In bis look, and a terror in his countenanoe, which 


_ 7 ned and alarmed me. 1 ec. OP 


| | . . Wa a {ky * But e nee with 


Arz- 2 little pauſe, he faid, .- 1 marry Oli · 
. via, who has been betrothed to me theſe two years! 
«© She often ſits and reads under this tree. Happy 
66 tree 1. here it was I firſt ſaw her. Pray, Sir, in- 
«© form me where ſhe is: Lady Bertram told me ſhe 
.«« was in the park. Charles the ſecond ſaved him- 
e fell in an oak — But Mr. Fennell may not have 
48. told the truth—1 will not yes n e for he 


8 is not here.“ 
. G concluded this. auld he makes "ER 5 
ee 


THE HAPPY RETREAT: 5 
the ſtrangeneſs of his manner and the incoherence- 
of his expreſſions, I ſhut my book, aroſe, and nn 
after him towards Bertram-Hall. | | 


I FounD wa 'M the parlour with Sir Robert and 
Lady Bertram, enquiring with much earneſtneſs for 
his dear Olivia. | 


Six Robert looked ſeriouſly, firff at his we 4 
then at me, and, addreſſing himſelf to Mr. Longford 

ſaid, “ J aſſure you, Sir, Olivia walked out above 
„ an hour ago... You'are very conſcious I can baue 


4 


„ no motive to deceive eee 1 28 


on Dechivr me l replied Mr. Longfore, 8 42 
% ceive me, Sir Robert! no, no, no. I wiſh we 

© were married but, Lady Bertram, you have often 
1 laughed when I have expreſſed my defi re — Pray, 
Sir, addreſſing himſelf to me, you do not mean 
to become my rival ?---Ceaſe, ceaſe, your inten- 
tion is in vain --Return return: Northumberland 


will not be donn b a ſtranger.” 


He then walked with alacrity acroſs the floor, ws, 
times twirling his cane with much dexterity, ſometi If 


gnawing it with his teeth, and frequently eyeing me PE 9 


with a wild indignant glance, which moved my pit. 


Fi 


-F filently commiſerated _ Tak Me perturbation. * 1 1 


of his mind. & 1 


- * & 
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81. Robert defired him to be ſeared, | Sa wes 


* 
« * 5. 


„Ne, no, Sir Robert, 'ﬆ6. you enact 


5 ſtrangers---My eſtate is a good one---my fents Wl 


| is are well paid---then what have I to fear! Vet a 
8 woman is a ſlippery article, and few men can hold 


Ain cel * the tail. Deſdemona did not uſe her 
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Moor too faithfully ; witnefs the bloody handker- 
% chief---Truft, truſt---Mr. Wilton, you will not 
<< tell me a lye? 


xt | ' „Nor willingly, Mr. Longfo e 
4 Or what amount is your rent- roll? 


«Ag yet I have no eſtate, Sir ; my father zs ſtill 
« living, and long may he enjoy it!“ 


« Exovcn, enough,” exclaimed he with much 
exultation, .** two thouſand pounds a year againſt 
1 nothing. Lady Bertram, 1s great odds--- Victory, 
thou art yet my own---Mr, n you are a fal- 
len ſtar,” 5 


I His loquacity was inceſlant ; and as I conceived 
- -  , that my preſence, from the ſuppoſition he entertained 
of my being a rival, might -irritate the perturbation 
of his mind, I took my leave and walked toward the 
| Ts edt to wait upon Mr, Brooke. . 


[was followed by Sir Raben He overtock me, 
| 21 ſaid, I am ſorry to obſerve the increaſing ma- 
* lady of poor Mr. Longford, He teazes Olivia, 
-- 6s Who, through mere good-nature, and in conſidera- 
tion of his unhappy infirmity, bears with his of- 
. ficiouſneſs, and ſuffers, with a laudable patience, 
“all his d e e * 


85 Pray, Sie Robert, bow Jong bing he been af- 

8 * flicted with his mental * PE; 5 
« 8 7M HAVE. * 6 Mi 3 Mr. Wilton, from his 

4 childhood; but the origin of this infirmity is un- 

| certain, ber 15- earlieſt be was. marked with _ 

4 : | « Es 4 
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THESE HAPPY FEETREAT. FT 
« many eccentricities. As he advanced towards ma- 
« turity I thought at different times his conduct be- 
« trayed many oddities ; his behaviour was mcon- 
« ſiſtent, and his converſation frequently incoherent. 
« Theſe obſervations were my own, and I was ten- 
« der in indulging them. 


[4 


« Maven two-years ago he ſaw vis at an of 
« ſembly, and became her captive. His addrefles 
« ſhe immediately and peremptorily refuſed ; upon 
c which he diſcontinued his viſits, confined himſelf 
« cloſely to-his room, and ſunk into the deepeſt me- 
„ lancholy. As ſoon as I was informed of his Pitia- 
« ble caſe, I paid him a viſit, endeavoured to revive 
e his ſpirits by all the methods I could deviſe, and 
told him Olivia ſhould call upon him, if he would 
« promiſe to come and dine at Bertram-Hall. Af. 
i ter much ſolicitation he complied. Olivia, in com- 
« pany with Lady Bertram and myſelf, called a few 
* days after. He ſeemed more cheerful and more 
s collected than when I ſaw him the preceding week. 
The goodneſs of Olivia's heart needed no inftruc- 
tion. She was all attention to her unfortunate lo- 
« yer, and bore his civilities and his weakneſſes with 
* that gentleneſs and decorum which maniteftly 1 inn . 
* _ the pros of her diſpoſition, RET TW 


4 ProM this time his celachghy began to ape 
« and he gradually aſſumed a loquacious vivacity; 
which is frequently a little irkſome, but, conſider- 
« ing his weakneſs, never diſguſting. His attentions | 
& have been invariable, and he hath long entertained 
« the opinion that he is to be married to Olivia. 
Under this deluſive impreſſion, his ſolicitations are 
"x: ſometimes troubleſome, and Mr, Fennell, merely 
to indulge a malicious diſpofition; hach informed 3 
NE him-that you are going. to 1 him of is be- 


— * . 1 yy 4% 


p EVE To . 5 F x * R 5 25 wen loved 
3 5 8 ; 4.2 


: THE DENIAL ; OR, 


C loved miſtreſs. From this ſource aroſe his anxicty, 


« agitation, inquiſitiveneſs, and incredulity, this 
% morning.” | 


- $18 Robert ceaſed, when. I plied, « His mis- 


20 fortune, Sir,—a ee. of the intellectual 


% powers —is the moſt melancholy and pitiable that 
« can afflict the human ſpecies. The more I reflect 


2 upon the amiable condeſcenſion of Olivia in per- 
, mitting his aſſiduities, the more 1 admire and 


„ praiſe her.“ 


We arrived at the Vicarage, and upon our en- 
trance into the parlour were ſtruck with a ſcene of 


ſorrow enough to ſoften the moſt obdurate heart. 


Mr. Brooke was ſitting, grief and melancholy de- 


| picted upon his countenance, with his ſecond ſon, my 


pretty little cowſhip-gatherer, ſtretched at length up- 
on his knee. Pale was the bloom upon his cheek, 


and dull was the luſtre of his eye — the Angel of 


Death ſeemed to have touched him with his mortal 
wand—he lay cold and motionleſs. 


Me. Brooke, with all the 3 of a FRETS fa- 
os, was weeping over his child. The good man 


"endeavoured, on our entering the room, to ſuppreſs 


his grief; but his attempt was vain; the gliſtening 
tears continued to courſe down his hank: to bedew 
the face of his dear babe, now-inſenfible to their moi- 
ſture. His other little ſon was leaning upon his knees, 
Reis: and kiſſing his almoſt lifeleſs brother and 


faying, No, indeed, papa, my brother William 
* ſhall not die — and * he Ban his pallid lips, 


6 Cross by Mr. Brocke ſat my dear Olixia, lovely 
in her grief. She was attempting to adminiſter con- 
lation to the forrowful father, though her eyes were 


e 
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ſurcharged with the liquid torrent, and her tongue 
faultered in its friendly office.“ My pretty William,“ 
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ſaid ſhe to Sir Robert, „ is ſeized with a fever-— 15 
Feel his pulſe -- it is flying My pretty cherub!“ 177 
She could utter no more, but turned away her face 12 
and gave vent to her ſorrow. 4 
1 FELT the ſympathy of tie general grief, and 41 
ſtepping to the lovely mourner, wiped the tears from 1 
- Her eyes, and wiſhed to alleviate her woe for her lit- 42 
- tle companion, while Sir Robert kindly endeavoured. A. 
to conſole che afflicted father. | *i 
Wer the mean time Mrs. Brooke entered: the room, 77 
and without taking any notice of the danger of the 7 
child, or ſeeming at all affected by the general ſorrow 5 
which had overſpread every countenance, ſaid, In- al 
„ deed, Mr. Brooke, you are to blame to 'grieve on 
thus immoderately; ; the child will be better to 4 
« morrow---lay: him on the bed.” Wo 
« No, Mrs. Noch, * let him e will: 7 
60 „keel when the laſt cold touch ſeizes upon his check 7 
AI will ſhut his clofing eye- and on my lips re- 30 
* ceive-his parting breath---then, if you pleaſe, we 9 
„%. will lay him for the laſt time upon bis bed.“ The 43 
good man then kifled his child and wept. There * 
was not a dry cheek in the room, except Mrs. 11 
Brooke's, who ſaid, with much indifference, . Thus. ij 14 
« Sir Robert, it is always with Mr. Brooke, Wos 3 
% pretends to know better what to do with the ca 1 
*« dren than I do, who am their mothers” -* - I bs. 
I 
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Hus, haſh,” reptied:Sir Robert: Have you 
« ſent for any advice * | 


he, 
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Tur phyſician entered; and while he was examin- 
ing the child, I confeſs to you that I have ſeldom felt 
more anxiety than I did during this interval for the 
fate of the ſweet little creature. 


Tas phyſician, upon enquiry, gave us hopes of 
the child's recovery, and defired that he might be put 
:to bed. 


12 THERE, there,” cried the Sed N 82 Mr. 
% Brooke, you will never take my advice, although 


you ſee Iam F in 2 right.“ 


THE 3 patient was 2 to bed. His elder bro- 
ther would not quit him; but with all the tenderneſs 


and affection imaginable inſiſted on lleeping with him. 


Pretty cherubs ! may your affection increaſe with your 
.Fears, and terminate only with your exiſtence ! 
' IT was now expedient. for us to retire. I ſolicited 
Olivia for the pleaſure of a walk in the park---ſhe 
; heſitated, without the permiſſion of Sir Robert---and 
this I ſoon obtained. We ſeparated ; Sir Robert 


| walked. home to keep Mr. Longford company, while 


Olivia and I went to enjoy the pleaſures of retire- 
.ment beneath the ſhady covert of a row of branch- 


ng pes, 
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THE HAPPY RETREAT. 
Jn TTER XXXIV. 
FROM MR. BENFIELD TO THE HON, MR. WIL TON. 


4 SIR, 


F'TER the receipt of the laft letter from my 

beloved Antonet, the minutes ſeemed to go 
creeping forward, and with all the ſolicitude of an 
impatient lover L anxiouſly counted the ſtriking of 
every hour. Senſible of my own impatience, and 
chiding the folly which could thus encourage it, to 
my inexpreſſible torment, I drawled away the time in 
indolence and expectation, till near the hour when' I. 


8 * 


deemed it requiſite to equip myſelf. 8 : 


TAE many wild imaginations and ſtrange chime-- 
ras which took poſſeſſion of my brain during this in- 
terval contributed, in ſome degree, to waſte the molt: 
precious of all poſſeſſions, TIME, until the interven- 
e moments were e "74 1 


KL 5 | 
* 


e I had powers to daſiribes or you had paiomte: 


to read, the fantaſtic ſchemes I projected, we might 


Nondafter laugh very heartily at their frivolity and 
extravagance; ; but I aſſure you, that theſe mental 


vagaries, wild and fantaſtic as they now appear, 


were then extremely agreeable and pleaſing; and 1 
believe it is not uncommon for an active mind to he 


more highly delighted with its imaginary” fancies 
than it would be if they were realized. This e : 
ever was not my eaſe. 1 Li 


* 


Tas long-expeRed. hour at length arrived, * 


5 32 was to put on the un acgalt sd clothing 61 DIS-- - 
old ebniidential fervantwith : 
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2 Io Sols. I had entruſted an 
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to furniſh me from the ſurplus of his own wardrobe 

with whatever I deemed neceſſary; and an old 

* flouch hat, a half-worn drab coloured ſurtout coat, a 

blue pluſh waiſtcoat, and a pair of dirty leather 

breeches, formed the dreſs in which 1 was to make 
this honourable campaign. 


Mr ſervant, according to my orders, had the 
horſes ready by three o'clock at the appointed place; 
and paſſing privately through my garden, I mounted 
and rode the neareſt way to Wilton-Wood. I alighted 
about half a mile diſtant from the Cottage, and or- 

dered my attendant to take the horſes back to a lit- 

: tle ale-houſe which we had paſſed on the road, and to 

meet me again preciſely at ſeven, He promiſed. to 
be t and eee | 


i „ alone, I entered FER Wood; but whe- 
ther from a conſciouſneſs of being diſguiſed, or from 
an idea that there was a. want of rectitude in my pre- 
ſent proceeding, or from whatever other motive it 
might reſult, I cannot tell, yet I felt a trepidation of 
mind to which 1 had: before been a total ſtranger. 
be ſmalleſt ruſtling of the leaves, the creaking of 
tte branches, even the ſudden Auer. of a ſtartled 


758 WY n. 


7 I. advanced. * into the — * timidity 
l and I arrived at laſt at the Cottage. Upon 
enquiry, I was informed that the ladies had not been 
there, and, on examining- my watch, I perceived 
chat I had anticipated the pied time full half an 
hour. | 
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FE LcookED-attentively upon her, when ſhe conti- 
nued : Be not ſurpriſed, Sir, that I know who you 
« are, and the nature of your errand ; for Lady 
« Wilton ſent me word to-day, that ſhe and my 


« ſweet lovely child would be here this evening at 


4 five o'clock, and requeſted that L would not give 
« admittance to any one but Mr. Benfield, Who 
« would W come diſguiſed. 2 : 


1 THANKED: the good woman for her civility, 401 
walked in. She was liberal and profuſe in praiſes 
of her lady and child; and though ſhe chatted away, 


without intermiſſion, upon this favourite topic, o 


much was I abſorbed in the contemplation of my ad- 


venture, that I. hardly a one * of * 


the ſaid. 


- 


"= 


Ar laſt a rap was heard at deli door. | 


I sTARTED from my reverie with the fame ala- 
rity as if I had been ſpringing from the bite of the 
mortal adder ; and before I recovered, Lady Wilton 


and My lovely Antonet entered the room. 


een, ſaid your mother ſmiling, - that you are 


, Mr. Benfield, to a minute.“ 


«Yes, Madam,” paying my-obaifance: to 3 ab 
at the ſame time taking my charmer by the hand, 


* punctuality. to an aſſignation is nothing more than 


wat is due, when ſo much merit and. en | 


25 condeſcend to meet my attention. 


f 
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41 n ſaid Antonet, „Mr. D 
feld, are to me unneceſſary, becauſe unmerited. TY 
T rath 5 is always a welcome viſitant, except Where 
Want reigns ſupreme in the female mind.“. 
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% VANITY, my. Antonet, I am very confident, 
, 15 not predominant in your mind, or in the leaft 
« characteriſtic of your general behaviour,” | 


& Come, come,” ſaid Lady Wilton, „“ time is 
precious, let not one moment of it be waſted in 
complimentary and unmeaning expreſſions. Be- 
hind the cottage there is a ſnug little garden, cloſe 
fenced with a hawthorn hedge ; thither you may 
retire for an hour. I will in the mean time amuſe 
myſelf with Jane's devotional books, while ſhe 
ic walks to and fro in the path that leads directly to 
« Wilton-Park, in order that ſhe may give us intel- 
« gence, if ſhe eſpy any one coming towards the 
% Wood of whom ſhe is ſuſpicious. Precaution is 
«© neceſſary to prevent detection; and as ſuch an 
« interview cannot, with propriety, be repeated, L 
hope the preſent will paſs unknown.“ 


3 2 3 2 2 2 


Sas EGS. 
We es, and; retired. 


Tas garden was ſmall, and well encloſed In one 
corner of it was a ruſtic feat concealed from obſerva- 
tion by intertwining branches of woodhine and the 
wild briar; the roſes of which, being now in full bloom, 
gave beauty and fragrance to this ſequeſtered fpot. 
Thither I-led- and ſeated my charming Antonet, and. 
; paſſing my arms around her waiſt, preſſed her tom 
panting boſom, and impreſſed a modeſt kiſs upon her 
unreluctant lips. The ardour of my embrace and the 
unexpected ſalute covered her face with crimſon 
-bliſhes, avd threw. her into viſible : confuſion; when, 
.caſting a ſmile of ſweetneſs and- complacence upon 
ane, ſhe ſaid, Had not experience convinced me f 
your honour, my delicacy, Mr. Benhield, would 
. Lxtaavetaſfered ſuch familiarities,” 
; 4 I, 1 
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« Ip, my angel, I have offended you by my free- 
dom, let me intreat your forgiveneſs upon my knee, 
and let my gnyaryipg love plead an exemption. 
from your cenſure.” 


: C Risk, Benfield, and plead not to me for alin. 


Such formalities are totally inconſiſtent with our 
attachment.” 


« I noyt, my Antonet,, our attachment is; 
founded upon a ſurer baſis than-to be ſhaken by an 


embrace of innocence and affection. But oh, An- 


tonet, how long mult J live in hope, how long be 
tormented. with this miſerable ſuſpence ? Why 
treat me with this conſtant cruelty £4 


2 Aan not ſo, Mr. Benſield; you are re ſufficiently. 
apprized of my motive; I hope. it is an honourable: 


one. I have not concealed from you the very in- 


moſt receſſes of my. heart, but have made you, 
without the leaſt heſitation, the confidant of my 
thoughts, and the arbiter of. all my actions. Do 
not then. accuſe me of cruelty ; ; it forms no part. 


of my Kundus towards you“ | 


* 


„ WII I you, my Antonet, in your goodneſs to- 


wards me, give me a definitive anſwer, how long 
I muſt live in this unhappy. ſtate of anxiety and 
deſpair ? Informed of this, I may look forward 


with the tranſports of joy to the completion of the 


term which is to enen my — n 


20 this, Sir, L am se nie t , 


were I at liberty to beſtow my hand where I have 
long beſtowed my heart, be N not ſolicit — 
5 vain another hour.” _ 925 3 
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« Heaven bleſs my angel, and record her de- 
% claration! What, oh what reſtrains your preſent 
dec liberty ! Will the dull, tedious ceremony of til} 
* aſking the conſent of a parent, who 15 determined 
c to remain inflexibly obſtinate, prevent you from 
participating and conferring that felicity which 
c our union alone can grant us? 


«© ASPERSE not, Benfield, the conduct of a man 
e whois my parent; he gave me life, cheriſhed my 
* helpleſ- infancy, carefully led my unexperienced 
„ years up to maturity, and kindly indulged me in 
« every wiſh, except that which has oog: been an 
enemy to ny e 


« I RAV long, my Tad ſeep whe my duty 
from your lips, and am ever ready to aſſent to 
-< their dictates; but conſent, let me once call you 
, mine, and I will liſten with the attention of a lo- 
ver to all your inſtructions, and _ bleis you 
or your wort eee. 


Hear again * preſſed her to my boom — ſtoke a 
kiſs from her ruby lips, and added, Why, my An- 
4 tonet, ſhould we ſeparate any more? Our hearts 
are already united; let us by a legal tanttion join 

| ee our hands, and RF of: that happineſs to which 
% our e ain oy . entived a 


— 5 an 8 motion the refied. her check 
gilt mine— I. tenderly. embraced : her, while ſhe 
continued thus: My Benfield, I would, yes, 1 am 
40 willing to reward: your conſtancy, could I meet 
<<, your affection upon terms of equality, and bring 
„ myſelf to a reſolution to part with my beloved 

1 She. knows the anguiſ of my mind--it. 

5 . 48. has | 
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„ has wrung her heart---but ſhall I leave her? Ve- 
v nerable parent, forgive the thought! Oh Benfield, 
« ceaſe the requeſt---leave her!?“ 


He x utterance Ropped---I felt the warm tears 
come trickling down her cheek---I kiſſed them away 
as they fell---the ſobbed deeply. 


To fs the Sas object of all my wiſhes in this 
agony was more than I could bear---I cauglit the in- 
fection, and poured my ſorrows into her boſom : ſhe 
Jooked up and perceived my agitation ; then throw- 

ing her arms around me, ſaid, Oh Benſield, thĩs 
« js too much---dry up your teare. I am and will 
1 be ted $2 


Tais kind declaration did not relieve. me I an- 
ſwered with a tender embrace, and reſted my head 
upon her boſom. | 
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Ti os ſilent and weeping we were ſurpriſed by - 
Lady Wilton, who ſaid, with the utmoſt tenderneſs, 
* My children, why thus involved in forrow 2”? 
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124182 my head at the interrogation, whilſt 
Antonet turned her's away, and vainly attempted to 
"Ne her bluſhes, 


« On Lapy Wilton, I returned, “ we are mi- 
& ſerable and anhappy---let us ſeparate no more 
here upon my knees I ſolicit your conſent, which wilt 
“terminate a wretchedneſs that has long rendered. 
1 nes 2 burden. a | 


, =, 


r Wilton replied, 1 Rite, A l Bur 
what ſays my Antonet ? Does your —_— 1 in 


Fe ©: this petition for my conſent „ 
15 5 3 8 . e. 


* 


8 THE DENIATL; OR, 


x NY 1 parent, you have long known 
er the wiſhes of my heart,” 


cc Tues, my dear children, may the God of 


« Mercies bleſs, keep, and make you happy May 


«© his providence pyge& you through this weery 


4 pilgrimage of life, and may you be as happy as 


* the hopes of a tender mother can wiſh you 1? 


Tax lv my angel by the hand, we both dropped 
upon our knees, and thanked this kind parent for her 
matecnal benediction. 


Tus ſcene, Wilton, was affefting—I ſaw the 
ſtruggle which Lady Wilton made to conceal her emo- 
tion; and whillt the tear ſtood gliſtening in her eye, 


ſhe ſaid, My children, we mult part—the Wen 


* Reals upon us.“ 


+4 Pant Madam,” exclaimed I, 6 no, never 
more.“ 


Sn 75 1s indiſpenſably requiſite, Mr. Benfield; my 


reaſons are many and various—you ſhall know 


« them to-morrow. In the mean time, meaſures | 


. may be concerted to facilitate your union without 


« the dread of a diſcovery. A few days can make 
little difference, and matters are not yet fully ma- 
& tured for the completion of your deſires.“ 


- I TAciTLy. aſſented to her commands, from a 


conviction that ſhe was much morq capable of deter- 
mining what was expedient in this exigence than my- 
ſelf, and after a mutual interchange of ee ci- 
vilities we ſeparated once more. eng bf 
Lam, Kc. FEAT | 
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LETTER” xxxv. 
FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 


PEAR SIR, 


BEGIN now to think that my affection will be re- 
warded, and my univearied conſtancy crowned 
with ſucceſs, You know how indefatigable J have 
been in the perſeverance of my attachment to your 
_ amiable ſiſter; who having in vain tried by timè and 
ineffectual ſolicitation to ſoften the obduracy of her 
parent, and to gain his acquieſcence to her inclina- 
tion, ſeems at laſt reſolved to act in her own cauſe 
with vigour, and to do herſelf that juſtice which a fa- 
ther denies her, without aſſigning any other reaſon 
than an unwarrantable obſtinacy. In this -reſolution 
may propitious Heaven confirm and eſtabliſh her! 
The facrifice ſhe has at length determined to make, 

I hope, will never be repented of. It ſhall be my 

conſtant care through life to ſoothe the anxiety of 

her days, and diſoel the ſorrow which may embiiter 

her ſleepleſs nights. 


rea 


T 
, | 
3 
* 

1 
pt 
h' + 
25 


* 
1 
1H 
H 


Ayxievy and ſorrow are, in a carts degret, 
the portion of mortals; I am not therefore ſo pre- 
ſumptuous as to ſuppoſe that we ſhall be bleſſed with 
à particular exemption. But it is our duty, When- 
ever the blighting touch of woe diſpels our preſent 
peace, to bear without a ſullen murmur e 
;chaſtiſement Providence may inflict. | + 1: » f 
Ix purſuance of your honourable mobs $ qncticns 
0 "lat night, I repaired as before to the Cottage in the 
2 Wood, where I received the two following letters, 
Wich I have carefully tranſcribed, in order to pre 
5 che the . . 
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FROM THE HON, LADY WILTON TOMR.BENFIELD, 


$18, 


T HAVE weigheT 3 your 8 and, 

being confident of the impracticability of obtaining 

Lord Wilton's conſent, have informed my dear child, 

that ſhe has my permiſſion to complete her happineſs, 
whenever ſhe has fortitude to 1 it in execution. 


* 


— 


Taz duty and tenderneſs of my Antonet are ſo 
conſpicuous, and ſo frequently manifeſted, by her en- 
deavours to alleviate my ſorrows, that no temporal 
conſideration could have induced me at this time to- 
comply with your ſolicitation,. and give ſanction to a 
; meaſure which will ſeparate me from the child of my 

 _ afﬀfeftions; but J have long obſerved the roſes fad- 
ing upon her cheek, and the lively glow of health 
| which once ſparkled in her eyes grow dim and faint, 
The cheerful flow of ſpirits which diſtinguiſhed her 
character, and rendered her the agreeable compa- 

nion of all who knew her, has long ſubſided, and 

her vivacity is now rather the forced effect of her de- 
ire to pleaſe, than of her natural temper. I have long 

been acquainted with the ſenſibility of her heart, and 

have daily watched for opportunities to convince her 

* that I was not unfriendly to its ſofteſt feelings. By 
chis conduct I gained her entire confidence, and ſhe 
opened to me, without reſerve, the receſſes of a 
heart which I am ſure is capable of the firmeſt friend- 
ſhip and the tendereſt love: She has long devoted 
her attention to the mitigation of my anxieties, whilſt 

I have contributed to the alleviation of her's. The 

och between her aut a affection hath been 
one 
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Frennous and laſting; but, alas ! her tender frame 
can no longer ſapport ſuch convulſive efforts, and the 
muſt inevitably fink beneath the impending trial. 
This fatal truth has compelled me to coincide with 
your urgent wiſhes, and willingly to give her to your 
arms, rather than ſee her drop by a flow but certain 
gradation into the dreary regions of the grave, a 
cold companion for the ſolitary Worm. 


Txzn, Benfield, take her, and may the juſt God 
of Heaven bleſs you with her ! And that my dear 
Antonet may be more happy in her earthly union than 
ever her parent experienced, ſhall be the morning 
n prayer f 


L. W. 


| ; . , . , , . 


\ 


FROM THE HON, MISS WILTON TO MR, BENFIELD. 


* 
r 


— 


DEAR BENFIELD, 


oe FEI 2 


AFTER a ſevere ſtruggle between my duty and 
affection, the latter hath prevailed, and I am now 
fully determined to bid adieu to Wilton-Park, and 
place myſelf under the protection of the man on 
whom my affections have been _ . 
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Tur . of my father 1 is actually — 
intolerable, and would provoke the meekeſt ſpirit to 
reſiſt his tyranny. The motives which induce him 
to treat his unoffending family with ſuch unceaſing 
ſeverity, I am unable to divine; but there is certainly 
ſome ſecret paſſion rankling in his breaſt, which: wall. ; 
Impel his avowed reſentments againſt my unfortunas © Wl 

| 880 3 the limits of moderation or 1 . = = 
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Ius not this circumſtance as a palliative for 
my diſobedience. I have conſidered the nature of 


my offence, and am aware of the conſequences. Will 


you not, Benfield, one day reproach me with my 
raſhneſs, and charge my affection to you with a want 
of duty to my parent? The idea of ſuch a charge, 
if it were poſſible, would infli&t a deeper wound upon 
my aching heart, already torn with the conflictin 

pangs of nature and the ſoft attractions of all-ſubdy- 
ing love. But I will confide in your affection, and 
truſt to that ſource for an alleviation of every miſery, 
J have long, ſolely for my unvarying attachment to 
you, enduredthe harſhneſs of rebuke, and the aſpe- 
rity of inſult, from one whoſe authority I never 


_ queſtioned, and whoſe dictates to me were long re- 


ceived as the irrefragable concluſions of the moſt ſa- 


cred laws. 1 have lived in hope, vainly expecting 


that time would ameliorate what it could not entirely 
relieve ; I have been diſappointed ; and hope itſelf 
is now extinguiſhed. I have, therefore, at length deter- 
mined to ſeek that a: from which I have been 


e an alien. 5 


d Mr dear wother and I were much dried laſt 
night after our return from the Wood, under an ap- 
prehenſion that my father had diſcovered our aſſigna- 
tion, as a few-minutes after our return we received a 
ſammons to attend him in the parlour. The pertur- 
bation of our minds would have led to an immediate 
diſcovery, had he harboured any ſuſpicion of our cul- 
c and it was ſome time before our fears. ſub- 


Loney 


— 


As 5 as we were ſeated, my facher addrefing 


1 himſelf to my mother, ſaid, Madam, I have not 


for ſome time paſt troubled you with any interro- 
6 gatories relative to our ungrateful ſon, who, to 


949 1 Be 
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cc add to his Jifobedience, aath never thought proper 
&« toacquaint me with the place of his retreat. From 
«« your apparent tranquillity, and viſible compoſure 
« of mind, I am apt to conclude that you are 
% apprized of what I want to know ; I therefore re- 
ce queſt you to inform me where I can direct a letter 
« to him, as I have ſome buſineſs of the utmoſt im- 
a portance to tranſact with him.“ 


T 3 my Lord,“ replied my mother, what 
& induces you to form ſuch a conclufion 28 ö 


bo A TRUCE with your quibbles, 3 and 
« give me a plain anſwer to a plain queſtion ; do 
% you or do you not know where Henry is? Let 
“ not the veracity of which you have ſo frequently 
* boaſted forſake you in this inſtance, but ſpeak 
„without . or reſerve.” 
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My mother anſwered, ** You are too haſty, my 
298 Lord, in ſtopping me thus abruptly, without bear- 
ing what I was going to ſay. I did not mean to 
« equivocate, but to tell you in plain terms, that I do 
« know where he is, and am happy. to know be 3 Is in 
< NA” - . 
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My father anſwered, ©* And ſo, Madam, you 
have carried on a ſecret correſpondence with, 5 
© undutiful boy ever ſince his departure ! Your n 
lecting to diſcloſe to me the place of his retreat ris, 
* an infraction of your duty.“ n 


1 


wad "7, 5 are miſtaken, my Lord, and' migkt A 
omitted e cenſure *. my Wer from =—_ 


6 ed cy. ae 72 
: gs: 4 > ? —* ws 4 uf Fs 
4 ö 5 o #4 % * * A. 4 | 
wt 2 "+ (FOE | 1 . 
e 4 #4 l : 4 a 

"+. 1 5 
A 225 © Mas STAKEN | 1148 
l po x RY ; 3 = * I 

3 2 2 # K 5 * 1 
5 $5 4 * n 


i 


1 | 9 | 
5% . 1 1 8 3 1 

. „. fe - — GE 
5 E q * ; N a *, "LD 1 
— 2 


24 THE DENIAL; on, 


„ MisTaxen !” exclaimed he, how! You 
% acknowledge that you know where he is ; and how 


% came you to acquire this knowledge, if not by 
4% an epiſtolary corre ſpondence? 


Lo You may credit my aſſertion, my Lord, that 
4 | have never received one letter from him, ox 
« even a verbal meſſage, ſince his departure.“ 


„% Tuner, Antonet, you muſt be the medium 
46 er which your mother's intelligence comes.“ 


„ BELIEVE me, my Lord. I have not been fa- 
s youred with one ſyllable from my brother ſince he 
left Wilton-Park.” | 


e No! bum.” 
> "OOO a ſudden pauſe, he ſaid, * Inform me 
«hen by what changel you 2 5 had your infor- 


1 mation.“ 


% TRgAr, my Lord. 1 will readily do, if you 
% will inform me of the nature of the buſineſs you, 
«c have to tranſaQ with him.“ 


. No terms, Madam: 1 inſiſt on your informa- 
7 tion unconditionally, and then, as my buſineſs is 
not of ſuch a private nature but you may know of 

it, I ſhall probably acquaint you with it.“ 


« Tax channel 6 which we have « our- information 
: 1 j is Mr. Benfield.” m— | 


— 1 


— 


1 Ha! Antonet, ſtill a traitor oF 
r authority! I ſuppoſed that connection had 
8 « * finally annihilated.“ 5 
N Tas S 
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Tas diſorder and emotion which this exclamation : * 
created in my mind, almoſt deprived me of the 2 


er of reflection; and I began to frame an apology | 
for my diſobedience; ; but a moment's fecollection \ | 
: 


baniſhed that idea, and ſhewed me the extreme ab- 
ſurdity of ſuch a procedure. I fear, however, that 
my confuſion betrayed my guilt ; for my father fixed 
his eyes upon me with a ſmile of ineffable 8 


4 


| My mother proceeded to acquaint n with Hen- 
ry's place of reſidence. 


Now, Madam,” replied my ak 40 1 man 
inform you of my buſineſs with him. His diſobè- 
« dience in oppoſing my will has fo alienated him 
* from my affection, that I purpoſe to deprive him 
of his paternal inheritance— Nay, ſtart not, Ma- 
dam, I am determined have conſulted the firſt 
« legal authority, and although ſome impediments. 
& intervene,--which may be removed without his ac- 
e quieſcence, yet as his conſent will expedite the 
« buſineſs, I mean to make him an offer of ten 
« thouſand pounds for it, upon his finally relinquiſh» 
« ing all future claim to the paternal eſtate. A 


ns You. are not ſerious, my Lord 2” 


* 3 * 
3 DT le Th 

* yon — — — 5 
* 


« SeRiOus and determined, Madam, * tha 
“ immediately ſend him my propoſal, which if he 
dare to reject, let him abide * nnn 
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3 NG this, he left the room, while we ſat art 


upon one another with the utmoſt en _ 
eration. EINE - & 


. a ſilence of ſome POE my dan 


. ſaid, A gleam of 8 bre! in upon my 
9 9298 II. | & mind. 
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mind, and difſipates the gloom which this abomira- 
ble reſolution had caſt upon it. So inveterate is 
his father's revenge againſt my unhappy ſon, that 
, were it practicable to break the entail without his 
* acquieſcence, I am confident Lord Wilton would 
% never condeſcend to conſult him. I hope there- 
fore that Henry, from a veneration to the anti- 
* quity of his family, as well as a regard to his own 
% honour and dignity, will never conſent to ſo diſ- 
% honourable a ſacrifice for the paltry conſide ration 
« of ten thouſand pounds. I will immediately ac- 
* quaint him with my thoughts upon the ſubject ; 
„ and, leſt he ſhould heſitate, diſſuade him, if poſ- 
_ Ae. For ſo baſe and eee, a compliance,” 


T REPLIED, “ Your conduct on this occaſion is 
„ Jaudable and praiſe-worthy,; but as Mr. Benfield 6 
carries on a conſlant correſpondence with Henrſ;- ; 
+. I will to-morrow acquaint him with your ſenti- | 
4 ments, by which means you may hereafter be ex- 
.- © culpated from the charge of influencing Henry's 
4% determination, who, I am confident, will reject 


che propoſal with the utmoſt diſdain.” 


„ My dear child, I will follow your advice; it is 
not likely you will be long here to give it. — 7 
5 « have a friend but to whom ſhall I complain?—1 
. : « haye already made up my mind for your happineſs, 
II Will not therefore . it — any feminine com- 


40 -plaints.” _ 5 


x = On Thurſday evening, at eight Glock, accom- 
AS . only by my maid, 1 will meet vou in tbe 
Wood behind the Cottage. Let our conveyance 1d 
= Scotland be as expeditious as poſſible, and in our re- 2 
"How we will ſurpriſe Henry in his Hermitage on the 8 
0 7 ef the ene ante not oven e 5 


- en ; . 
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- 


Sophy with my reſolution, leſt by a diſcovery of her 
knowledge of it ſhe might hereafter incur her fa- 
 ther's hatred. Write no more, but be puntual to 
the aſſignation of 
F'oug ever faithful | 
A. WILTON. 


Tavs, Wilton, you ſee that you are likely to have 
viſitants ſooner than you expected from this country. 
Ten theuſand pounds! A poor equivalent indeed for a 
title and a large eſtate! Lady Wilton hath conjec- 
tured right---That if no, impediments had occurred, 

ou would never have been acquainted with the buſi- 
neſs, This propoſal ſeems to be the laſt reſource of 
diſappointed malice ; but let the worſt happen, my 
fortune and eſtate are at your command, to do your- 
elk that juſtice which a father ſeems determined t to de 


8 * ou. 3 


UnTit the receipt of this letter, I never knew 
what it was to be happy. Rejoice with me, for I 


will hgn myſelf your fortunate brother 
"Fo BEN PIELD. 
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FROM MR. BENFIELD To THE HON, N R. VL Trov, 


8 
4 * 
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p EAR WII Tron, 


25 
AM at this preſent moment confined to my — 
ber, wounded, diſappointed, and overwhelmed t 
Sith the utmoſt horror and confuſion... The pain pro- 
ceeding from a wound which I have regeived in my 
Wonder is indeed flight and trivial, When e 
tothe excruciating torment I feel every moment, pe. 8 
Nh Foorſainty of the fate of my beloved Antonets/”. 
3 i o 5 co 
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I coxcLupeD my laſt in rapture; and vainly ima. 


gined that Fe ortune, however inauſpicious, could not 
in ſo ſhort a time have ſo completely and perfectly de- 
Rroyed my happineſs. I was, alas! miſerably miſtaken; 
and my former anxiety, which I ſuffered for years, 


Was light in compariſon of my preſent anguiſh, 


AFTER the receipt of the welcome letter which 


ordered me to be in readineſs on the appointed even- 
ing at eight o'clock, I immediately began my prepa- 


rations with the utmoſt alacrity and ſecrecy, not even 
acquainting one ſervant I have with the deſtination of 
his orders. To my venerable father alone I commu- 
nicated my happineſs, by ſhewing him your mother 
and ſiſter's letters; and he cheerfully expreſſed his ſa- 
tisfaction by ſaying, I now hope to ſee you happy 
< in the poſſeſſion of an amiable partner, before my 


_ evening ſun of life ſhall ſet to riſe no more. The: 


<< happieſt action of my dying tongue will be to give 
both of you a father's bleſſing ; and if you prove as 
« fortunate in your choice as I was, you will have 


_— 41 ſufficient cauſe to bleſs the day which gave Miſs 
Wilton to your arms.” | 


Hz ſtopped I ſaw the 8 tear ſteal 


=P down his furrowed cheek :—he haſtily wiped it away, 


5 a and obſerving my emotion ſaid, My dear John, 


1 forgive me; the recollection of former pleaſures, 


OPS 
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* of happy ſcenes, and of her who is gone before 


. me, frequently melt me into. tenderneſs and ſorrow,” 


1 cose o him with the expectation of thoſe 5 
74 Kappy days which he had yet to enjoy in the com- 
pany of his charming daughter. He- ſhook his pe” 1 
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Tr left him, and ſaw every thing with my 
own eyes immediately performed which I directed; 
and ſo intoxicated was I with the coming bliſs, that F. 
requeſted the ſame thing to be done twice, thrice, 
nay even more times, and was ſurpriſed when I was 
told it was done according to directions. I was all 
impatience, and thought "Thurſday never before ſo 
tardy in its revolution. I walked to and fro, com- 
manded and countermanded, and ſuch was my agita- 
tion, that no other ſubject could find 255 leaſt ad- 
miſſion into my mind. 


Tus long wiſhed-for day arrived. At three o'clock 
in the afternoon I ordered my poſt-chaiſe with 
four horſes to be put to immediately, My coachman 
and poſtillion were to drive us for the firſt ſtage, 
when we propoſed to change horſes, and to ſend my 
on horſes home again. I then called my valet, and 
acquainted him with my deſign, 


Hu ſmiled,. and ſaid, © I would give half a year's 
wages to fee Lord mor when he firſt miſſes his 
daughter.“ 


« Go, ſee if they are ready.“ 


_ | He returned in an inſtant, and I followed. Having 
entered the chaiſe, I ordered them to drive a different 
road from that which leads directly to Wilton- Wood; 
and by an eaſy pace I protracted nearly the inter- 
mediate time, until we came to the north part of the 
Wood, juſt behind the Cottage, at my half FD ED 
even 0 clock. 5 


— 


| Aſt": HERE waited with that impatience, with that TEN 
bs anKiety, which nothing but the moſt ardent pales”: . 
Bo ould experience, for near the other half 3 ; and... 
me byalked 1 into the Wood. ; ES 2 _— 


1 a+ 
— 
"x7 


, : ſome footſteps—1 ran n forward with ardour ; bat what 


afraid you expect my dear young Lady, to carry 


1 3 ; "Mii 


8 


SW more eagerneſs than before—again I looked out —he 
ran along the path which led from the door—I fol- 
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| filence, and heard nothing there except the ſhril 


* 


TRR evening was ſtill and gloomy—the ebon 
ſhades of approaching night ſpread a horror through 
the darkened ſcene, which alarmed and almoſt chilled 
my fortituce. I approached the Cottage with the utmoſt 


yelping of a little dog within. I rapped, and the 
door was immediately opened. I enquired if Mis 
Wilton was there, and was anſwered in the nega- 
tive; at the ſame time the good woman expreſſed her 
farpriſe that Miſs Wilton ſhould be expected in the 
Wood, when the night was ſo near approaching. I 
wiſhed to walk along the path which leads to Wilton 
Park ; but, being unacquainted with it, was afraid, 
leſt I might miſs the road, and Antonet might ar- 
rive in my abſence. I walked therefore into the 
Cottage, and waited a few.minutes, which ſeemed 
to me as ſo many hours, I ſtepped to the door five 
times every five minutes; and ſuch was my uneaſi- 
neſs at the ſuppoſed delay, that the miſtreſs of the 
manſon expreſſed her ſurpriſe by ſaying, I wiſh, 
Sir, your intention may be good to-night: I am 


her off; which if you do, you will break the good 
« Lady Wilton's heart.“ 


Tus little "dog gave a folitary bark, 
" Tsrranc tothe door, and liſtened FY the . : 
on ; but as nothing appeared, I again Wed 


Tas little centinel again gave warning with 


lowed him. About one hundred yards from it I beard _ 
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was my ecſtaſy, when I met my charming Antonet 
and her maid walking with a very quick pace to- 
wards the Cottage, 


I aDDRESSED her with rapture, when ſhe ſaid, 
„Oh Benfield, where is the carriage | ? 1 am fatigued 
„ and panting with walking ſo falt.” 


I ANSWERED, It is behind the Cottage.” 


Shs aſked me a variety of queſtions; at what time 
T came to the Wood ? how long I had waited ? and 
ſuch like, until we arrived at the door of our friendly 
little manſion, The miſtreſs of it was there—ſhe' 
invited us in. I objected.— My Antonet ſaid. One 
„ minute will not delay us. let us have her bleſſing. 
« Jane, T confide 1 in your ſecrecy.” 


« My dear Lady, do not miſtruſt me, and may 
% the God of Heaven bleſs you! Oh Mr. Benfield, 
be kind to my child!“ She took hold of her hand, 
eagerly kiſſed 1 it, and be-dewed i it with her tears. | 


Mr ORE was dreſſed in a green hable* with a 
white hat and feather. I thought ſhe never leoked 
balf ſo charming-- --her viſible diſorder, and the ra- 
pid flow of her ſpirits, had ſpread a ſoftneſs over her- 
i which charmed and captivated me. : 
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IMPATIENT to be gone, I took her by the hand, 
put my arm round her waiſt, and led her, not unwil- 
. to the ſpot where the carriage waited. - D . 


A. LL was. filent---Night was foreading. her Bon 
mantle over the verdant ſurface, and covering every 
3 edject with the gloom of darkneſs. We had arrived 

the north hedge, which ſeparated us from our con- 
2 > Neyance, when a ſudden raſhing noiſe from the | 
£ Kicker alarmed us. 
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es Aras, Benfield !“ exclaimed my Antonet, 


T rooked round with horror, bidding her not ts 
| be afraid. - 


Is an inftant the welt Known terrific voice of Lord 
| Wilton aſſailed our ears. 


* STOP, villain ! where is my daughter?“ 
f | SH b ſcreamed, and dropped ſenſeleſs into my arms, 


IL aTTEMPTED to ruſh forward to the chaiſe, 
with the lifeleſs burden in my arms, but was imme. 
diately ſurrounded by a number of perſons; one of 
whom I could juſt diſtinguiſh to be Lord Wilton, who 
endeavoured to force your fiſter from my arms, 


$00 Taxitorovs wretch !” exclaimed hes quit 
« your hold, or your life ſhall pay the forfeit of 


% your preſumption ;* and at the ſame inſtanc he pre- 
ſented a piſtol to my head. 


My Pune alarmed at the noiſe, came ruſhing 
forward to the aſſiſtance of their maſter. William my 
valet, on coming up, obſerving me with the lady in 
my arms, and Lord Wilton holding a piſtol to my 


Fw 'forchead, threatening with the moſt dreadful impre- 


cations ro facrifice my life to his wrath, in a fit of 
deſperation, not aware of the conſequences, ſtruck 
Lord Wilton on the arm which held the piſtol, with 
the butt-end of his heavy whip. - The force of the 
'Kroke lowered his arm; the piſtol fired. I made a 
ſecond attempt to foree my way to the carriage with 
my lovely burden; but I perceived that my right 
arm had loſt its powers; and being no longer able to 
Por its 1. ou ſiſter felt pon the graſs. In 
1 8 8 a 5 
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ruſhing paſt Lord Wilton, I got a few paces from 
him; and at the inſtant that Antonet dropped from 
my arms, he fired his other piſtol, I hope without in- 
jury to any individual preſent : then, and not before, 

1 heard the ſhrill ſcreams of a female voice, Alas! 
% my Lady, my murdered Lady!“ Lord Wilton and 
two of his attendants immediately ſeized upon my 

lifeleſs Antonet, and were bearing her off, when Wil- 

liam exclaimed, “ Sir, where are your piſtaly? Let 
« us not loſe the prize thus.” I attempted to feel 

for my piſtols ; but found that my right arm was ſtiff, 
motionleſs, and extremely painful. 1 walked up how- 
ever to Lord Wilton, and taking him by the arm 
with my left hand, ſaid, « My Lord, your bloody 
« purpoſe 1 is, I truſt, diſappointed---your forfeit life 


« is now at my mercy---ſurrender to me your daugh- a 
% ter, or 


„ STAND off, ni! 1 he exclaimed, ſhoving : 
me from him. ON 


T STAGGERED 3 but, although 1 felt my elf unac- 
' countably weak, I again topped him--again he puſhed: 
me from him with greater fury than before. Treeled 
and fell. I attempted to rife ; but was utterly un- 
able; and the pain in my ſhoulder increaſed to a 
moſt excruciating degree. Whilſt T lay upon the 
ground I heard the noife of a violent ſcuffle, mixed 
with the moſt horrid imprecations. I.called loudly - 
to my ſervants, but I called in vain. After a few minutes > 
the noiſe, I. thought, approached ; but the pain I ſuf- 
fered was now ſo acute, that in my ſtruggle tg riſe I: - q 
put up my hand inſenſibly to the place, and found : 
that my ſhirt was ſteeped in blood —a giddineſs RG 
Es _ 1 ſuppoſed 1 was going to faint... 


F — 


Ar this inſtant 1 hear r angel, 4 . 
0b. Benfield, help, help ! ben 


Eg”; desi, 
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Acai I made an effort to riſe, but was unable, 
The buſtle approached the place where I was lying : 
William it ſeems had got poſſeſſion of the well-con- 


teſted prize, and was bearing her in his arms towards 


the carriage; whilſt my coachwan, a robuſt brawny 


fellow, ſupported by the poſtillion, beat their aſſail- 
ants back, who ſeemed very timorous, and loth to 


_ come to a cloſe encounter. 


„ VII IAIxs, traitors, cowards !” Lord Wilton 
kept bawling, ©* refcue my daughter.---Were but my 
* Piſtols charged! 5 


WII I IAM cried out, „Here, Sir, here is the 


ſweet Lady ! Shall I place her in the carriage?“ 


«T Twaxt you, William; but I am afraid your 


, yalour hath been exerted in ond. Le Lord Wil- 


ton have his daughter---his raſhneſs n proba- 
« bly deprived me of life.” | 


Hrs Lordſhip ſeized the lovely creature, inſenſible 
as ſhe ſtill continued, and bore her inftantly away, 
No ſooner was ſhe gone, than ſhame, rage, madneſs, 
and deſpair, threw me into a momentary ſtupefactien, 
_ daring the continuance of which I was placed by my 
_ ſervants in the carriage. The jolting of the car- 
rage as we pailed along recovered my recollection, 
and I found myſelf ſupported * William. Whither 


29 4 are we going!“ faid J. 


2 «© To Benfield-Hall, Sir,” anſwered William, ce as. 


2 faſt as we can drive.“ 


7 REMBMBER nothing more dias occurred: during. - 


gur continuance on the ga 


un by a tumult « — ending pation; the: mb". 
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- ment of pain, and an effuſion of blood. When the 
carriage ſtopped, J aſked where we were? . 


« Ar home, Sir,“ ſaid William.; - and lights be- 
ing brought, I was lifted out of the carriage, and. 
borne to my chamber. | 


My venerable father met us in- the paſſage, and 
ſeeing. me carried by my attendants, cried out, © Alas, 
« my ſon!” Coming nearer, and perceiving. me. 
covered with blood, he fell ſenſeleſs by my fide. The | 
ſight of a lifeleſs parent for a while ſuſpended my tor- _ 
ments, and I deſired the ſervants to ſet me down, that 0 
they might attend: to my father, who was anſtantly 
carried to his. aanben 
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I reEs1RED that a ſurgeon might be: ſent for with a 
allimaginable ſpeed. That is already done;“ re- 
plied William; * for Robert, as ſoon as he alighted E : 
« at the door, remcunted a freſh horſe, - and as he 1 
e hath not above two miles to. ride, we may ſoon ex- 1 
* e return.“ 


— 


11 


Tn AN ES, my good: William, for your care: I. 
2 hope L ſhall ve to reward you for it. | 


I was then removed to my: chamber. William 
wiſned to have my coat and waiſtcoat taken off. 
Hold, let me know how. my r er father . a 
4. before you proceed any farther! es 1 

My honoured father .came into the room, pale and. | 
trembling, whilſt I was ſpeaking. :.'T aking hold ßm•˙• C 
my hand, he ſaid, Alas, my ſon, is this your - | 1 

„ wedding-night ! Is this the Joy which I. promiſed. - | 
J myſelf from your happy union! Had my aged 
Ads deen mouldering in Alle, _ grave . before kale 1 
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* had happened, I ſhould have e ſome days 
* of miſery, Wretched old man ! ? unfortunate ſon l“ 


His grief ſtopped his utterance, and he bathed 
my face with his tears. I could raiſe but one arm, 
with which I claſped him round the neck, and preſſed 
his venerable face to mine, Thus enlocked in the 
embraces of my afflited parent, who poured his 
ſorrows into my. boſom, I found a paſſage for my 


CY 


a 7. E ſurgeon was announced. 


1 1 REQUESTED ny attendants to remove my fa-- 
s ther to another room, during the examination of the 
wound. He ſaid, No, John, not ſo ; no power 

on earth ſhall remove me from your bed- ſide until 

I know the wolt the ſooner I. know it the better.“ 


I DeStRED the ſurgeon to proceed. He began to 
undreſs me, but was obliged to cut away the ſleeve 
of my coat, as my arm could not be moved. My 
loſs of blood ſeemed to alarm him; for my clothes 
were drenched in it. Upon probing the wound, the 
ball was found to be lodged in it, which, he ſaid, 
muſt be immediately extracted. I told him I was 


| | n for the operation. 


14.6 . Sir,” ſaid my father, e inform me 
« faithfully, do you 3 any danger from the 
*. md 8 


5 5 


2 86 1 HOPE not, Me. Benkeld ; compoſe bones, a 
4 410 mere.” —-He obeyed.. 


Th Mn. Lixititan then proceeded to the: operath 
2 een Robert e ER him of the 1 25 
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had come prepared with proper inſtruments for the 
occaſion. The ball was ſoon extracted - the wound 
dreſſed, and I laid carefully in bed; but I could 
get no reſt, being ſeized with a ſtrong delirium, which 
continued through the night to an advanced hour of 
the morning, when it abated, and I fell into a com 
poſed: and refreſhing ſlecp. 


__ SyCH, Wilton, has been the firſt day of my in- 
tended marriage. A day which I vainly deemed: 
the happieſt in my life hath proved the moſt unfor- F 
tunate. My feelings, however, are not for mr 7M 
I totally forget my own pain, when I think on the 
fate of my dear ſuffering angel.---But yet I will hope; 
for though the ſurgeon ſhakes his head, and looks 
wondrous grave, I 1 I ſhall rife again, though. 
8 preſent I find myſelf e W ee 


Wituiau is Y amanuenſis. | N . 


LE T T E R xxxvII. 


FROM. THE HON, MR. WILTON TOMR. BENFIELDs . 


Pg 


DEAR 831 n5 
E intelligence you have communicated in | 

| your laft has aſtoniſhed and alarmed me. As 
the delirium however has happily ſubſided, and you 
have felt no return of the Rr there is, I truſt, a 
great probability of a fortunate and ſpeedy cure. 
From your accurate detail of the circumſtances, IL. 
- conclade your wound was received when William, in 
| 1: His fury, ſtruck Lord Wilton over the arm, by which 
the piſtol might be diſcharged, even involuntarily. 
Vor War wiſh to e my father from his un- 
1 |  wacrantable: : 
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to your Forehead, rain too well e with the 


3 af 1 ; yet this unfortunate 4 


3 AM . to conceive how my Gather got in- 
3 of your elopement. Your total ſilence on 
the ſubject has ſomewhat amazed me, though I ſup- 
poſe the confuſion of your mind, the pain of your 
wound, and the more acute pain reſulting from your 
- diſappointment, may have occaſioned. this forgetful- 
neſs. My honoured mother would never have dero- 


gated ſo far from her wonted probity, as to be capa- 


dle of fo flagrant a deception.. My filter was unac- 
quainted with . your deſign; of conſequence, ſhe 


could not diſcover. it. There are only two perſons 
of whom I can have the leaſt ſuſpicion ; theſe are, my 
ſiſter's maid,. who accompanied her, and the good 


woman in the Wood. However, as the whole tranſ- 


action ſeems to be enveloped in an impenetrable my- 


ſtery, I ſhall ſuſpend my opinion until I hear farther 
from you on the ſubject; as to hazard a conjecture on 


ſuch uncertainty would not only be vague and fruit- 
'Rſs, but might e eee in the charge of 


z 


guilt. 


PL. I 1a applined Sir Robert, Lady 1 and 
Olivia, of your intention; and likewiſe, how you 
purpoſed on your return to honour me with a viſit at 


m little hermitage. They expreſſed their ſatisfac- 
tion at the reſolution of my ſiſter, and the amiable re- 
ſignation of my worthy parent. Lady Bertram was 


quite enraptured with the thought of entertaining the 
fair runaway for a few days at Bertram-Hall; and 
faid «4 ALA that the. would not have carried 3 

goyed the peace of a lovers 
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mind, and protracted her own ep bur would 
have eloped with him ſhe loved although her father 
had end with a loaded piſtol to the foot of tlie 
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claimed all the ſacred privilege of fanQtuary. 


Som Robert lapghed at her Quixotiſm, whilſt Ou | 
via ſmiled at the romantic bravery. of her declara- 
tion. But how were they aſtoniſhed when I informed 
them of your diſaſter i Conſternation-. appeared on 
every face, and every ſymptom of tho and difſ- 
appointment was viſibly "manifeſted, | 

SIR Robert was remarkably ſerious, and enquired 
how Lord Wilton had diſcovered the nne 


LAbx Bertram extolled the courage and fidelity | 
of William, and ſaid, © Had not Don Quixote been = 
« unfortunately. wounded in the beginning of the bat- = 
« tle, he muſt inevitably have carried off his charm- 
15 my: Dulczpea. . - 

Orvis was grave to an extreme: — the pearly 9 
drop ſtood gliſtening in her eye whilſt ſhe ne, - 
Poor Miſs. Wilton !?? 1 
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« O rx1cur,” exclaimed Lady Bertram, vou 
have not informed us wet. 1 become of the- 
1 Lady. Fe, 


PT. 3 Madam, . 2s my own perplexity; for 

of her deſtiny I am totally ignorant. The ſeve- 

«c " rity of her doom, I am afraid, will by lating? ang. 
Feen | | 


« Ou A,” ſaid Lady Bertram, 6 would you 
> aer wigh e al AU ee 


\4 «x 
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 *««T x xow not, Madam, how I ſhould act, were 1 


ec in Miſs Wilton's caſe ; the dread of misfortune is 


c frequently more horrible than the misfortune it- 
elec” 


, Now, Wilton, ſhe is going to Philosophie; and 
«were I not to laugh her out of this gravity often 
« in à day, we ſhould have nothing but ſentiment 
« and religion for our entertainment from morning 
«© till night.” 


« AND pray, my Lady,” ſaid Sir Robert, © is it 


* not the moſt elegant and rational entertainment of 


4 which the human mind can nnen * 


5 Now Biſhop Bertram,“ replied my Lady, * is go- 
10 ing to ſermonize. Pray Doctor, where is your 
*rext ? Olivia, you will ſay Amen at the conclu- 
<fjon. I. will forfeit my woman's judgement, if 


<< Mifs Wilton would not prefer her Benfield's arms 


cc to all the ſermons that ever Tillotſon wrote.“ 


de Gets, Olivia,” anſwered Sir Robert, 4 ſhe 1s 
«© now in her frolickſome mood, and will laugh us 
<< out vf the moſt-ſerious ſubject; let us recur to the 


<< original topic, and bewail the unlucky miſhap of 
„ the unfortunate lovers.” They lamented your ca- 
lamity, and e you a . and better ſucceſs. 


InDEED, Benfield, I grieve for your TOP) father, 


In the morning, happy in the opinion of ſeeing you 


-blefled with a virtuous partner; and while he was fe- 


lieitating himſelf on your ſacceſs, to be ſuddenly ſur- 
priſed with the diſaſtrous ſpectacle of a bleeding ſon! 
My own honoured parent's cafe is truly deplorable; 
ine Wäll fuffer under the heavy load of blame and 67. 
cuſation ; and although there he no evidence to im- 


* her * 2 2 is the watchful W „ 


* 
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my father's diſpoſition, that he will fabricate a thou- 
ſand Tchemes but he will involve her in this ſuppoſed 
criminality. 


How are * beſt of intentions, frequently by the 
intervention of a ſingle incident, blaſted and rendered 
abortive | My mother, from a well- grounded con- 
ſciouſneſs of my ſiſter's unalterable attachment, and 
the viſible decline of her health, wiſhed to preſerve 
her child, by giving her conſent to an union which 
alone could reward the one and reſtore the other. 
Amiable refolation ! but how art thou perverted by 

- ſome ſecret and unforeſeen contingency ! Is not this 
an inſtructive leſſon, and demonſtrative of the futility 
of all our concluſions ! You were confident of the cer- 
tainty of your ſucceſs ; in a few minutes your ma- 
ehinations were defeated, your life in imminent dan- 
ger, and though the prize of your adventure was offered 
to your arms, you had not the capability to receive 
her. So narrow. is the path of rectitude, and ſo 
ſhort- ſighted i is the fon of frail mortality 


* * ” 8 ST * 


3 
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My own narrative, you will recollect, was diſcon- 
tinued after Olivia's and my departure from Mr. 
Brooke's with an intention of taking a- walk in the 

k. Tt was almoſt noon, and the ſun was ſcorch- 
ing: we took ſhelter from his meridian rays beneath 
the cooling ſhade of a row of very tall pines. The 
ſolitude and ſequeſtered ſituation of the place were 
pecul e rly favourable to the ſoft impulſes of the ten- 
der paſſion.— I wiſhed to embrace the preſent moment, 

and, prompted by the whiſpering dictates of m 
beating heart, took her by the hand, and ſaid, “ In- 
, deed, Olivia, ſince I had the happineſs to declare | 
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£ i 4c my paſſion, and be permitted to tender you my ad- i 
dreſſes, I have experienced more real pleaſure. 9 
5 . ien 1 have e for ſome months before; but 2 | 
8 8 ; | 1 = 
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16 


may 1 0 to hope, that you will confirm this 
pleaſure by an aſſurance that you do not receive 
me with coolneſs or indifference ?” 


Fe 


Ir ſuch an aſſurance,” anſwered: Olivia, © were 


ſufficient to eſtabliſh your preſent happineſs, pro- 
bably 1 might not find much difficulty to give it; 
but I am young and inexperienced, almoſt a 
ſtranger to the bias of my own inclination and the 
dictates of my heart; therefore, I matt heſitate be- 
fore I come to ſuch a decifion, left I ſhould be 


precipitated into an egregious error,” 


% I APPLAUD your prudence ; yet why ſo cau- 


tious ? Though our intimacy be of no long dura- 
tion, yet confde in my honourable declaration 
when J proteſt to you, that I love you yes, love 


you with the tendereſt, the moſt refined paſſion that 


can apitate the mind of an unhappy youth — un- 
happy beyond expreſſion, if not alleviated by your 
kindneſs, and informed of his fate :—if rejected, 


the moſt miſerable wretch that wanders upon the 


face of the earth: if accepted, I ſhould deem 
myſelf ö n the reach of Fortune's 
arrows.” | 


% On! Mr. Wilton, you are far too ſanguine. 
There are few conditions in life either ſo wretched 


or ſo happy, but the former has ſome intervals of 


. mitigation, and the latter ſome hours of ſorrow. 
Your fate, 1 hope, as to happineſs or miſery, is 


not ſo minutely interwoyen With my determination. 


as to be ſolely dependent 0. it,” ; 


oy 3 dependent upon it toad. my lovely 
Olivia ! Do not temporize with me — every mi- 
22280 adds to my ſuſpence, and conſequently to m7 
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« miſery: Is_ it not cruel, Olivia, to be treated 


« with indifference by the dear 1 of all my 
« wiſhes ? 


Ir ſuch a confirmation, Sir, will relieve your 


e ſuſpence, you are conſcious I never received you 


with indifference, much leſs have treated you with 

« cruelty.—No, Mr. Wilton, my partiality, if not 
«© maniteſtly A UND was at leaſt 3 ad- 
« mitted.“ 


- 


6 


« Happy moment!“ exclaimed I, ** which has 
8 diſſipated my ſuſpen:e, and informed me that I am 
« not indifferent to my Olivia !”.—Claſping her in 
my arms, in the ardour of my tranſports I dared 


to impreſs a kiſs upon her lips :---ſhe coloured, and 


the ſoft ſuffuſion which overſpread her face, made 
her bent more egg. 


Arrek a temporary pauſe, and * ſomewhat 
recovered from her confuſion, ſhe ſaid, Mr. Wil- 


*« ton, I wiſh not to deceive you---the openneſs of 


« your behaviour ſhould not be returned by the leaſt 
« ſemblance of duplicity.”'---She pauſed again, and 
e diſtreſſed. 


__ Fuocus b, my angel, and aka not my con- 
10 * kdence,” 


"y Sos may poſſibly be deceived in ah to 


« my family---I am not the daughter of Sir N 
Bertram.“ 


Sur ſighed, and the tears ſtole down her lovely 
. Cheeks —1 n them away. | 


W 3 5 A HAD, Mr. Wilton, a LOTS one of OY bell 5 
Era of fathers---one whom I never e 
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& whoſe paternal care I expected every indulgence ; 
% and though T have long experienced all the love 
* and affection of the tendereſt parents in the good 
Sir Robert Bertram and his worthy Lady, yet be- 
% Heve me when I aſſure you that I am a child of 
many ſorrows.“ Here her grief ſtopped her ut- 
terance, ſhe laid her head upon my boſom, and wet 
it with her tears. 

I was anxious to hear a further explanation, but 
ſo immoderate was her grief, that it would have been 
an act of cruelty to afflict her more at preſent by the 
painful recollection of ſcenes, the bare mention of 
which overwhelmed her in a flood of tears. 


Trey her to a ſeat which was placed at the diſ- 
tance of a few yards from us; and being ſeated, I 
tenderly requeſted her to moderate her grief, ſaying, 
«« My dear Olivia, if you have loſt a father, I will 
be a father and a huſband to you: you ſhall pour 
& your ſorrows into my boſom, and it ſhall be my 
« daily ſtudy to mitigate and bear an . ſhare. of. 
«© them,” : 

SHE el me with 19951 I held her enfolded 
in my arms---her head was reclined upon my breaſt 
my eyes were riveted upon her face, attentive to 
every motion. I thought I heard a foot---I looked 
u2---Mr,. Fennell was within a few yards of us, 
Walking with a * haſty ſtep. | 


8 ſaw him not until ſhe was awakened 
foom her momentary trance by the rudeneſs 15 his 
addreſs. | 
1 PERCEIVE,” faid he with a tone of arrogance, . 
4 12 0 your walks are ſolitary. It 15 not very polite 2 
- 5 5 Fc thus: Z 


oy ESE. 4 
. 2 A. * 
» * 


Co : ö 
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<c lady herſelf.” 
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40 thus abruptly to diſturb your lilence, but probably 
«« hereafter the Lady may thank me.” 


sur aroſe, and, ſmiling contempt at the littleneſs | 


of his ſarcaſm, replied, ** If hereafter J ſhould 
« thank you, it ſhould be for a diſcontinuance of that 
c officiouſneſs, which has not hitherto merited my 
c thanks.” | | 


He affected not to hear her, but, turning and ad- 
dreſſing himſelf to me, ſaid, Vour perſeverance in a 


% purſuit where I claim a prior right, is an inſult 


«© which I am determined not to brook.” 


I axwERED, Mr. Fennell, this point was diſ- 
„ culled before to-day, and whatever prior right 
you may claim to this lady (taking her by the 
% hand), I am apt to believe it is ill founded. She 
& denies your right, and her denial ought to be your 


% Jaw ; and therefore know that I claim a right, 
* though a flight one, which I will not relinquiſh 


< but by the expreſs and poſitive commands of the 


Nau a right! exclaimed he, with fury flaſh- 


ing from his eyes---his countenance diftorted--- 


and his whole frame trembling with the agitations of 
rage -- You a right! This 1 is too inſolent, Olivia: 
* ſuch a declaration is diſparaging to your honour,” 


46 No „ Sir,” anſwered Olivia, but ſuch a beha- 
* yiour as your's 1s i to ad-, 


He e not. I deemed his arrogance not 


worthy of rebuke, and we We CR back fo | 
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LETTER XXXVIIL 
| FROM THE SAME TO wn SAME, 


DEAR 818, 


x ONLY continued at Bertram-Hall about half an 
bt? hour; for Olivia ſoon after our arrival retired, 
and the ſullen reſerve of Mr. Fennell threw ſuch a 

_ diſguſting filence over all the parties preſent, that 
J found it more pleaſant to retire, in the happy con- 
templation which the knowledge of my having gained 
iome ſhare of the affection of my lovely Olivia af- 
forded me. It is not long ago ſince this conſideration 
_alone would have made me completely. happy ; but 
ſuch is the changeable lot of humanity, that we 
always have ſome gnawing ingredient in our ſublu- 
nary enjoyments to embitter our pleaſures, and teach 
us to place no reliance on ſuch tranſitory objects. 
Thus, though I conceive myſelf happy in the affec- 
tions of my Olivia, ſtill the recollection of my alien- 
ation from my family at Wilton-Park, the unhappi- 
neſs and miſery which my precipitate departure hath 

. occaſioned, and moreover the ſuppoſition of having 
incurred my father's dreadful imprecation, with this 
unfortunate adventure of your's, form a hideous com- 
bination, which almoſt deſtroys every moment of my 
preſent peace, and racks me with F inquie- 
ee es, | | 


2 


%.4 — . * 


7% Tu 15 morning I was waited on by. 2 gentleman 
5 br 8 I had never ſeen before As ſoan as he was in- 
_Aroduced, and requeſted to be ſeated, he politely faid, 3 5 
4 Sir, you will probably be ſurpriſed” at the viſit Bf 
. e utter ſtranger; but as I come at the par- 
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ticular defire of my friend Mr, Fennell, I hope 


.you will excuſe me, though I be neceſſitated to 


deliver an ynwelcome meſlage.” 


I rE>LIED, © Your politeneſs, Sir, needs no 


apology, and whatever meſſage you are deputed to 
deliver to me from your friend Mr, Fennell, I am 
ready to receive.” 


He anſwered, © Mr. Fennell is informed that you 


are become a candidate for the affections of Miſs 
Bertram, to whom he lays a claim in priority of 
intention; but he wiſhes to be ſatisfied from your 
own declaration, whether his information be true 
or falſe, as upon that alone he means to regulate 


his future conduct towards you. T“ 5 


« S;r, I deem Mr. Pentel conduct in this af- 
fair very indelicate and extraordinary. He cer- 
tainly has no right whatever to put any ſuch inter- 


rogatories to me; and whilſt my behaviour to 


Mr. Fennell is regulated by propriety and polite- 
neſs, I do not conceive myſelf in the leaſt reſpon- 
fible to him for any of my actions. As to his al- 


legation of a priority of claim, it is ſo futile 


and unauthoriſed, that it deſerves no ſerious 
conſideration. 


ply to Sir Robert Bertram, and not to Mr. Fen- 


nell, for information, and Sir Robert immediatg]y | 
informed me, that Olivia had no previous engage= 


ment. This information has been ſince copfirmed _ 
by the lady herſelf; and, thus circumſtariced, , ; 


e 81 2% d the ranger, ce your erplien- fe 5 


tion is honourable and ingenuous; but as T am not 
© commiſſioned to decide from my own 1e 155 
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«© hope you will be expreſs and determinate in your 
«© anſwer to my firſt queſtion, Whether or no you 


© have paid your addreſſes to Miſs Bertram?“ 


Ir is certainly altogether optional in me, Sir, 
ce whether or no I anſwer this queſtion directly. For 


«© Mr. Fennell to aflume any authority over my ac- 
« tions, is neither warrantable by the practice of ci- 


« vility nor the laws of juſtice. I have patiently 
6 borne the coarſeneſs of his inſults, and overlooked 


c the ſneers of his petulance ; but why I am to be 


«© accountable to him for the minuteſt action of my 
« life, I am totally at a loſs to conceive,” 


SIR,“ replied the ſtranger, © your conception of 
© the propriety. of your own conduct may be juſt and 
« rational; yet as Mr. Fennell views it in a different 
«« light, and concludes himſelf to be materially in- 
% jured, I hope you can have no objection to give 


a direct anſwer to the queſtion propoſed, as an 
s evaſive one may be conſtrued into dure ty.“ 


Jos No, Sir, I "notther wiſh to evade your queſ- 


tion, nor be charged with duplicity; I only wiſh 


| 6e to know, what right Mr, F ennell has to cavil at 
"7 any of my procedures 8 | | 


8 He pleads, Sir, that his firſt W 83 to 
_ *© have been rejected, before you had any right to 


=o . 5 


5 ; Au a perfect ſtranger, Sir, to this mercantile 
s kind of dealing. I have informed you already, that 


8 Sir Robert Bertram and the lady herſelf aſſured me, 


ere was no matrimonial connection upon the tapis 


5 detween Olivia and Mr. Fennell. This aſſurance 


I deemed altogether ſatisfactory, without appeal- 


| ws ws t to Mr. Fennell for his a but as 


Ws | BS. WY 


FN . : 8 i 


6 you particularly requeſt my avowal or diſavowal, 
% I aver to you, that I have paid my addreſſes to 
« Miſs Bertram, and mean to perſevere, whilſt the 
6 OY deigns to Laa me with her attention.“ 


ec Tu 18 avowal, Sir, you will not retract 21 


cc « Nor i in the leaſt; Sir.” 


cc an you diſpoſed to ie your addreſſes 


on 1 Mr. F en receives a final keſection * 


64 F. a0 the honourable e I have had, 

« Sir, and under the impreſſion, that Mr. Fennell's 

« propoſals were never accepted; I am determined 
eto perſevere whom any retraction.” 


Au ſorry, Sir, for your related: fince it 
* reduces me to the diſagreeable neceſſity of deliver- 
* ing to you the final requiſition of my friend. The 
* contents of this letter will convince you of his 


« ultimate determination. The time and place I 


40 have full Power to ſettie with you. TIN £20 


* 


In pronouncing theſe works he gave me e the follow- 
ing letter: 


TO MR. WILTON, nm. 
SIR, | 


ALTHOUGH you were fafficiently apprized of 


my attachment to Miſs Bertram, you have inter- 
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poſed with a view to fruſtrate my intentions, 2 7 


diſappoint me in my well. grounded hopes of ſueceſs 3 
and as I am determined not to relinquiſh my purſuits” 


+ .10 
nor tacitly ſubmit to your inſulting interference, I in-, Fa 9 


: * - hap the ſatisfaQtion of a gentleman. Mr. Cols + 
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ton, who does me the honour to deliver this to you, 
will ſettle every particular relative to the buſineſs. 
- Your determination of time and place will be ac- 
cepted, and whatever reſolutions may be agreed upon 
between Mr. Colton and you will be punctually at- 
hered to. I ſhall wait with the utmoſt patience for 
your ultimate deciſion ; which will be the more agree 
able the ſooner it is intimated to | 

J. F. ENNE LL. 


so, Mr. Colton, J perceive your friend has 
« given you an ample commiſſion in this very ho- 
„ nourable buſineſs ? which I have always conceived 


to be 3 to humanity.“ 
. acknowledge, Mr. Wilton, that it is 


« the only appeal to which a e can have re- 


44 courſe 


Nor at all, Sir; the acknowledgement wduld 
% be irrational and injudicious. The ſuppoſition of 
«« an offence, or even the actual commiſſion of an 


1 offence, might certainly be terminated much more 
« amicably than having recourſe to that inferna] me- 


« thod by which the exiſtence of a fellow-creature 
may be deſtroyed.” 


ç Cusrou, Mr. Wilton, is an all- powerful agent; 


„ and to whatever mode ſhe has given her ſanction 
4 it behoves us to give our acquieſcence, leſt we 
e ſhould'be n with the e of ſin- 
70 1 e s . 


«Tax roplick admiſſion of your maxim, Mr. Col- 
- ton, would overturn every eſtabliſhment of reli- 
gion and. morality, and equally militate againſt 
* every laudable inſtitution Which may have been 


8 = : +. +0 205 "3. _ erected 75 
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« erected upon the ruin of ſome exploded cuſtom. 
«_ Whatever is evil, although ſanctioned by the re- 
«. yered appellation of gusran, cannot * too ſoon 


« Foes 1 


. As you and I, Mr. | Wikon, 3 Alagree in 
« our opinions on this point, and as the preſent bu- 
« fineſs is not likely to be terminated by any of our 
« caſuiſtical diſtinftions, may I. beg to knoy/ your 
« determination upon the ſubject, and when and 
« where you wiſh to terminate the diſpute ?'? 


« Ms. Colton, I am not ſo precipitate as to come 
« to an immediate concluſion on ſo important an af- 
« fair, where my life and character are concerned; 
« but you may reſt aſſured, that I will not ſhrink | 
« from the defence of my avowal, nor crouch be- 
« neath the odious epithet of cowWAR D. In a few 
« — * Mr. Fennell Ws expe& my final determi- 
4 na . A 


8 


Ms. Colton politely e for the trouble 
he had given me, and, as he retired, reminded me 
of punctuality, as Mr. F n 5 . weeks : 
not brook delay. 


I ToLD him, that Mr. Fennell's 3 cou 
wait for my conſideration. He bowed and departed. .. 


No ſooner, was be gone, and the door ſhut, than 1 
reflected upon this extraordinary politeneſs of a man . 
who was able to ſettle a deliberate ſcheme of murder 
with as much coolneſs and preciſion as though he had 
been ſettling the etiquette of a ball or a en. : 

u * 

To me death has always appeared to be a very ; 

ſerious ſubject, and deſerving of the matureſt con- 
D 2 ſideration; > 
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gc THESDENIAL;' OR, 
ſideration 3 but Mr. Colton could adjuſt the prelimi- 
naries of a duel, in the event of which the deftruc- 
tion of his friend mig o probably be involved, with 
as much unconcern and ſedateneſs as if he were only 
a diſtant ſpectator, or.am-inaWentive hearer. Strange 
 infatuation'! that a man who dignifies another by 
the hallowed name of Friend, ſhould be deliberately 
inſtrumental in forging the means to deftroy his exiſ- 
tence ; or active to become an acceſſary, when he 
wiſhed to“ imbrue his hands in the blood of a fellow- 
creature, merely to gratify the violence of an il-go- 
Ferned en | | 

. e e 

Ben 10USLY MAH with mytelf o on the meaſure 
it would be proper for me to take in this important 
criſis, I frequently, Benfield, wiſhed for your pre- 
ſenee, as your counſel might have determined m 
conduct in this critieal eonjoncture. You fereſaw the 
event, and proffered your aſſiſtance; but an evil de- 
ſtiny has ultimately prevented me from ſoliciting and 
you from complying with 357 8 1 

Sldugs 51; 10“ bovieo's 7 10710 i, 
Fo ſhrink from this agents al be brägded 
With the opprobrious appellation of Coward; is what 
my native pride recoils at; yet the opinion T have 
formed of right and wrong, of religion, virtue, and 
true honour, frongly militates againſt my accept- 
ance of his challenges * My mind is at preſent too 
much perturbed to come to any final concluſion, fur- 
ther than that Jam reſolved to acquaint Sir Robert 


and the worthy Mr. Brooke with the buſineſs, whoſe 


friendly 'counſels may prove of ſignal uſe, either to 
extricate me from the raſhneſs of this adventure, or 


confirm my reſolution to ruſſi further into it. O Ben- 
| field! I feel I want your affiſtance : a are you at 


| this time ee eas. it? £2590 200.04 
9 2 br Dt 2 5 
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LE TEA XXXIX. 


1a FROM, THE |SBME TO THE SAME. ans Fo 


; ' rods 5 


D E A R Til Ry; 2664: VIOE%LY ori 


oO after I. had dined I went to Ap Hall, 
with the intention of conſulting Sir Robert, 
whom I found very cheerfully engaged in a friendly 
converſation with his Lady and Olivia. FE - 
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N. Son. as #7 eds Lady Bertram ſaid, 60 1 am 
"te glad, Mr. Wilton, you are come; for we are ſcarcely 
% recovered from a fit of the vapours, which the ſul- 
4 lenneſs of Mr. Fennell occaſioned amoogſt us laſt 
«night. It was fortunate he retired ſo early; for 
10 his gloomineſs and reſerve have of late become 
„ in . g 1 8 wich he. were perehed upon 

| ET | peak "of Cheviot hills, where the thin 
* c| hill b Would probably evaporate all his 
cc phlegmatic ſurly bumours. | What ſay you, Oli- 
« via? will you give your conſent to have him Nen 
% ſo high? os 


„ Ir is immaterial to me, Madam, how high be 
be placed, if he be only at a ſalicient diſtance 
from me, and in no very imminent danger.” 
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6 86, fo, Olivia, with all your e 

«you would not have him placed in a dangerous 

« ſituation ! I thought that any perſon, whom,we 

viewed with an eye of cool indifference, might be 

. « placed in the moſt hazardous ſituation, Without 
5 2 exciting a ſingle ſigh for his F 
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54 
« my enemy in impending danger, without appriz- 
“ ing him of it. This is a Her we owe to every 
«« being of the human ſpecies.” | 


5 Cons, come, Olivia, I believe you will fall in 
« love with Mr. Fennell after all, and then Mr. 
„ Wilton will inevitably ſuffer an irreparable loſs. 
<< Pray, Sir Robert, what is this y6u are poring over 
wich a face as grave as an owl ?““ 


Hz Rx ſhe ſnatched Mr. F RAG letter out of his 
hands, which I had given him to peruſe during the 
preceding converſation.—** Merciful heaven! what 
« js this, Mr. Wilton ? A challenge, and from Mr. 
« Fennell ! Pretty work, Olivia ! Here Mr. Fen- 
% nell wiſhes to blow Mr. Wilton's brains out, be- 
4 cauſe you are ſo obſtinate as not to marry him 
s againſt your inclination ! 1333 


Ar the firſt part of this exclamation Olivia looked 
ſurprized ; but no ſooner did ſhe hear the word cha/- 
lenge pronounced than the turned pale as death—her 
eyes gradually cloſed. :—ſhe held a newſpaper in her 
hand—it dropped---I ſprang to her chair, and caught 
the lovely creature as ſhe was * into a ſwoon 
| . the Hpore | Ck 


„ waar indiſcreton! To dale Sir Robert. 


1 er I was not aware of the 1 
; 2 Jo Robert, otherwiſe I ſhould not have acted 1 
. rr your Cats, my dear, apologize for your 
« 1 and deny every l as a Bae of 
„ "harmleſs merriment.“ i 7 
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THE HAPPY RETREAT. 55 


„Jau all obedience, Sir Robert. She recovers ! 
„% Mr, Wilton, conceal that tremendous letter. My 
c dear Olivia, why are you ſo terrified at a little 
& harmleſs mirth ?”? 


Jau not well, Madam ; I beg leave to retire.” 


Lapy Bertram led her out, pale, faint, and trem- 
bling. 


I rur x obſerved to Sir Robert, that“ I was 


* ſorry for my own indiſcretion in producing the let- 
ter; but as I had not the leaſt intemion of diſco- 


% vering its contents to the ladies, ſo I thought there 
& was no hazard of their enquiry. The diſcovery 


„has alarmed Olivia.“ 


6 Ys, Mr. Wilton, an alarm which will proba- 
« bly give you pleaſure, as it has betrayed the ten- 
« der ſenſations of a heart t too ſuſceptible of 


55 delicate feeling.“ 


„I SHALL certainly, Sir Robert, deem myſelf 
« happy in the envied partiality of my dear Olivia; 


e but you perceive by what a ſervice I am to merit 


c her.“ | 
. In ; 


6 Pu ay, Mr. Wilton, wha did 


„ this letter 5 


LE. 
Os 


: 1 # 
* 


„ Tus morning, Sir.“ 


Ir is no more than I expeRted but what an- 
37.86 ror did you return 1 „„ 


Fen {A % I RETURNED a verbal aue 5 Mr. Colts 
chat in the ſpace of a few days Mr: F ennell mould 


Fit” a 


ac Rear of my determination.“ 
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56 THE DENIAL; OR, 
« War 1s your determination, Mr. Wilton?“ 


„To accept his challenge, Sir Robert:“ 


« I sxx no alternative, Mr. Wilton, fince you are 
called upon as a gentleman; aud a man of honour, 
'To decline the meeting would give him a ſpecious 
cauſe for exultation and triumph, and render your 
character liable to the ignominious reproach of 
«« cowardice ; a ſtigma not to be endured in the 
preſent Jau, when all honour is ſuppoſed to 
be ſuſpended upon the cock of a piſtol, or the 
point of a ſword. Though I ſeverely condemn the 
| brutality of the practice, and could wiſh to ſee it 
eternally exploded, yet that ſovereign tyrant Cus- 
Tom has ſtamped it with an irreverſibie ſanction; 
ſo that a ſingle individual has nothing more to 40 
than to comply with the preſent emergency, And 


i pray, when do you mean to acquaint Mr. Fennell 
«© with your purpoſe ?”? 


«« 'Txr1s evening, Sir, and meet him to-morrow,” 


Mx. Wilton, though young, you have not been 
“ too precipitate. I commend your caution. The 
* barbarity of the action may be thought a ſufficient 

excuſe for non-compliance ; yet, when an honour- 

able character is to be ſupported in the world un- 

s ſpotted and unimpeached, we muſt, though unwil- 
« ling, coincide with that mode which is the moſt 
*« prevalent, though not the moſt laudable.“ 


60 


2 REPLIED, « As my determination is fixed, Sir 
Robert, can you ſupply me with thoſe. inſtruments 
* death which are requiſite upon this e . 


& * * bY 2. 
1 . JC 
1 | 1 - 
4 A F 
WS. 
- : N t ' 4.4 0 
— - - 4 
* N —_ 
* „5 by 
* * 
. » * 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 57 
% My piſtols, Mr. Wilton, are in good order— 
„ my ſword has not been drawn for ſome years---_ 
« we will immediately examine . 


Wr walked into the ſtudy---the piſtols were e pro- 
duced, and deemed fit for preſent uſe. The ſword 
was drawn---it glittered in the rays of the ſun, and 
ſeemed very well calculated. for the diſmal work of 
death. After a curſory examination, I placed them 
upon the table, ſaying, ** Whatever deſtiny awaits 
«K my uſe of you, ye innocent inſtruments, I mean to 

put it to the trial---the prize is worth the ſtruggle 
C ---and if I fall, I ſhall not live to lament my loſs.” 
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% By T, Mr. Wilton. there is one very material 
Faq article ſtill wanting.“ 
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* Wilks is that, Sir Robert?“ 


—— — 2 


CER EEE. 
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ec * SE COND, Sir.“ 
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wa — — — - — > 
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— 2 rr 


e I uvsr endeavour to ſtand alone, Sir Robert, 
* as there is not a gentleman in the North whom 1 
have the leaſt acquaintance with except yourſelf 
* and Mr. Brooke, neither of whom I can with 
bs propriety ſolicit to undertake ſo diſagreeable an. 
e oflice.” 


R 


% War 48 . Mr. 2 deenic — of | 
106 the office } 2% 5 3ͤö˙ 

« vou PS» otic me, - Sir, Robert. From your 
us long acquaintance with Mr. Fennell, and the near 
relation you bear to Olivia, I deemed i it ie 
18 to ſolicit the favour of your unde Th 
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TER is no impropriety in it, Mr: Wilton, 
and I voluntarily offer to accompany- you.” 


6 
«© You confer an obligation on me, which, if ] 


« live, I ſhall live to acknowledge. Can thoſe in- 
« ſtruments of deſtruction be ſecretly conveyed to 
„ my lodgings this evening?“ 


„ LEAVE chat to my care. 2 


885 5 1 NEED not, Sir Robert caution you to ſecrecy, 
« -.-Dear Olivia! I have probably ſeen thee for the 


« laſt time he 


I LEFT Sir Robert and went to the Vicarage, 
to enquire after the health of my pretty cowllip- 
gatherer. I was happy to find the little cherub ſo 
much relieved from the baleful influence of the fever, 
as to be able to fit up and play with his elder brother. 

1 1 Mr. Brooke upon his ſpeedy reco- 
very, who ſeemed to expreſs his joy on the fortunate 
event by a cheerful and conſtant attendance on the 
Wants of the little invalid. I took him in my arms, 
Ekiſſed him, and aſked him if he would take a walk 
into the fields along with me. He anſwered, . Yes,” 
whilſt a placid ſmile gleamed upon his pale and lan- 
guid countenance. He caſt his Arms around my 
neck, ſaying, «© Come, go, go.” I perceived I 
had acted wrong by inſtilling ſuch an idea, when it 
was improper to indulge him in the innocent fimpli- 
"city of his wiſh. - k therefore framed an excuſe, but 
he ſeemed diſcontented, held out his little arms to 


_ his father, and left n me in diſguſt. 


hee 


8 44 OBSERVED to Mr. Biboke, Bars it was certainly 
= folly in parents or guardians of children to feed 


their eager fancies with promiſes which are not even 


2248 | * | | intended 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 


intended to be performed. This ſingle inſtance 
demonſtrative how eagerly the infant mind embraces 
the idea of pleaſure reſulting from a careleſs pro- 
miſe, which, when not fulfilled according to expec- 
tation, that innocent confidence is deſtroyed on 
which a mind unaccuſtomed to the deceits of life 
Another ſimilar promiſe is 


places its ſole reliance. 


59 


was 


not depended on; hence diffidence and diſtruſt ariſe, 
and the child is taught by methods in which he per- 


ceives his parents to indulge themſelves, ſlowly 
eee the baleful art of falfifying. 


« Your obſervations, Mr. Wilton, are juſt 
66 pertinent. 


but 


and 
Experience has taught me, that we 


« ought never to promiſe even the moſt trivial gra- 
« tification to the infant mind, without an actual 


bc performance. 
“people ima: ine, begin to reflect, compare, 


Children, much ſooner than many 
„ and 


4 conclude; and when they find themſelves deceived 
by a parent, whom he is taught to reverence and 


_5 eſteem, he readily concludes, there can be no 


“ harm in a practice which his parent has incul- 
c cated. Hence, I believe, originates that ſhame- 
* ful cuſtom of lying fo frequent among children; 
% they are taught it very early, Whilſt a natural 
4 bias and evil propenſity are concluded. to be the 


« Primitive ſources. 


We ſtigmatize nature for a 


ce crime which our own folly inſtils and ſupports.” 


Pitased with the ſpirit of this agreeable conver- 
ſation, I had almoſt forgot the dreadful buſineſs which 


I had promiſed to determine in the evening. 


J left 


the Vicarage tnerefore with precipitation, and re- 


tired to my chamber. 


| Having written the following 
_ _ anſwer to Mr. Fennell, and being ſomewhat com- 
5 poſed after I had diſpatched it, I wrote, in caſe of a 


unfortunate event, an affectionate apology to my fa- 


ther, 
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ther, another to my honoured mother, a letter to 
each of my ſiſters, and one to you, not to be deli- 

vered until the heart which dictated and the pulſe of 
the hand which wrote them had ceaſed to beat. Laſtly, 
I wrote to my beloved Olivia. As I was concluding 
this laſt, a parcel was brought to me from Sir Robert 
Bertram, wrapped up very carefully, I laid the de- 

ſtructive engines on my table, and calmly ſmiled at 
the folly of mankind, who could uſe them as the 

final arbitrators of the Woſt trifling diſpute. I was 
in a difpoſition to moralize, but cared not to induige 
myſelf on ſo melancholy a ſubject, and therefore pre- 
pared to go to reſt. Probably before you receive 


this the hand which wrote it will be cold and motion- 
leſs. | | 


TO JOHN FENNELL, ESQ. 
4464-2; 


"I svyPose Mr. Colton has informed you of the 
Nee avowal I made to him of my affection for 
Miss Bertram. You call upon me for another deci- 
fion than the Lady's will. I hope you will meet me 
to-morrow evening preciſely at fix o'clock, at the 
weft ſide of Bertram Park, where our difference may 
be finally determined. Sir Robert Bertram will ac- 
company me. Sir Robert and your friend ſhall ad- 
juſt every neceſlary preliminary, that, at the ap- 

pointed hour, no diſagreement may r im- 
6 Portant purpoſe, 

I am, Sir, . | 
SIS + 


'- 
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LETTER XI 
FROM THE HON, MR. WILTON TO MR, BENFIELDs 


DEAR SIR, 


HILST I was preparing to go to reſt; I was 

alarmed by a loud knocking at the front door. 

In a few minutes my hoſteſs came, and informed me 

that Mr. Brooke wiſhed to ſpeak with me. I deſired 
he might walk in. 


As ſoon as he entered, he ſaid, © Mr. Wilton, you 


are, doubtleſs, ſurpriſed at the lateneſs of my viſit; 
ce but let the merit of my intention plead my 8 


« logy ;—here is a letter for you.“ og 


I LOOKED at the diretion—I knew the writing 
I tenderly kiſſed it, yet trembled to read the con- 


tents. Accept, Mr. Brooke, my kindeſt thanks 


« for the trouble I have given you at this late hour.“ 


I Horz, Mr. Wilton, you do not deſpiſe this 
e fayour of the Lady? 


« PAR DON me, Mr. Brooke, a favour from her 

« fair hand is the moſt agreeable preſent which L 

can receive. broke it open, and read the fol- 

lowing tender e which has almoſt diſtracted 
me. 

TO MR. WILTON, 3 


DEAR SIR, 6 


- CONFUSED, and abſolutely uncertain how 8 


2 e ſince Sir Robert and Lady Bertram poſs 


2 2 — that the mention of the challenge was 


non 
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nothing more than the effect of mirth; yet I have my 
fears, ſtrong boding fears, that it is but too true, 
The myſtery in which they have enveloped this offen- 
ſive letter, and their evaſive anſwers to my enquiries 
on the ſubject, confirm my ſuſpicions. I know the 
man, and believe I am not miſtaken in my opinion 
of his character. O Wilton, if there be any vera- 
city in your vows, any truth in the aſſertions of your 
love, I ſolemnly conjure you not to deceive me, nor 
riſk a life which I already value above the univerſe. 
Remember you live not for yourſelf —remember [ 
love—Goodneſs ! what diſtraction confounds—whar 
dizzineſs is this !---O Wilton! Wilton! forbear, and 
let the arguments of the good Mr, Brooke prevail 
with you to deſiſt from your fatal purpoſe, 
"P 1 am, &c. 
OLIVIA BERTRAM. 


THUNXDERSTRUCK at the peruſal of this letter, 
TI aroſe involuntarily in great diforder and agitation 
from my chair, and walked acroſs the floor, Mr. 
Brooke commiſerated my ſituation, and ſtrove, by le- 
nient and gentle admonitions, to aſſuage the convul- 
five throbbings of my perturbed boſom. Claſping 
the letter at intervals to my breaſt, T exclaimed, 
«© Oh Olivia! doft thou love me? Yes, I traſt to thy 
% confeſſion ! I will live to mpay BY generous at- 
c ' feRtion | 5 


How W 0 this agreeable reverie continued, 1 am 
- -uncertam.” The voice of Mr. Brooke ſuddenly re- 
called my diſordered thoughts to the purport of his 
nocturnal viſit, by ſaying, © Mr. Wilton, I am no 
e ftranger to the unhappy difference that ſubſiſts be- 
% tween you and Mr. F ennell, nor to the mode, by 
2 Which! it is s intended to be terminated.” 8 


4h 
oe — 1 
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I sTARTED at the diſcovery, and anſwered, 
% Pray, Sir, whoſe officiouſneſs has miſſed you!?“ 


« No equivocation, Mr. Wilton. I came hither 
“ in doubt, at the particular requeſt of the amiable 


«« young lady whoſe fears for your ſafety have forced 
4 from her, I perceive, a declaration of her affection; 


«© but your own conduct now convinces me of the 


4 truth of her aſſertion. Why do you look. fo 
« wildly, Mr. Wilton? It was Olivia who told me 
that you had received a challenge from Mr. Fen- 
„nell, and that ſhe has reaſon to believe you in- 


«« tended to accept of it,” 


„ "Me. Brooke, I 3 not Win % ao any of 
«© my proceedings from you, and therefore candidlỹx 
„ acknowledge to you that I have accepted of this 
„challenge, although I fincerely condemn and ab- . 
* hor the practice of duelling, as ſubverſive of mo- ® 


" rality, and contradictory to the laws of religion.” 


of Phar, Mr. Wilton, how then do you reconcile 
your practice with your principles?“ 


Oh, Mr. Brooke, do not aſk me to reconcile ſuch 
4 jarring ingredients: I condemn my conduct; and 
« yet I flatter myſelf that you will approve of the 
principles upon which I have ated. But tell my 
ce dear Olivia, tell the charming maid, that the laſt 
% words you heard me utter, were, that her lovely 
. image was imprinted indeliply on my heart,” 


"68 3 Sir, ſhall not be your a words to me. 


« Pardon the freedom of one who wiſhes to diſſuade . | 


vou from the commiſſion of a crime which, if it 


"it ould not prove fatal to your life, will embitter*. 
| 0 er. days even to the lateſt period of your 
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"cc exiſtence ; ; and if in the dreadful event you ſhould 
„ prove unfortunate, are you prepared to ruſh thus 
& precipitately into the awful preſence of your Crea- 

„ tor, and meet the eye of your offended Goo? 
« What excuſe can you make before the high tribu- 
6 nal of heavenly Juſtice, where TzuTH cannot, by 

any equivocation, be perverted or concealed ? The 

«© poor plea of fancied cuſtom will not leflen your 
* guilt ; for you are conſcious it is wrong; and Re- 

* Itigion, whoſe ſacred precepts you acknowledge 
* this barbarous practice violates, inſtead of becom- 
« ing the advocate of - mercy, will lift up her voice 
<© againſt you. The principles you have expreſſed 
« are right, and yet you venture dariggly. to com- 

8 mit that which you are ſatisfied i is SW. 


* 


5 05 Ma. Brooke, do not judge me ſo ſeverely ! 
FX afent implicitly to all Four aſſertions, as per- 
N fectly conſonant to the conviction and feelings of 
my own mind; but what can 1 do in this preſſing 
7 3 3 | ES, by 


15 Nira zer- if you have accepted the challenge, 
and refuſe to meet Mr. Fennell. This is. no diſ- 
>" paragement to your courage. The braveſt men 
% have ever deſpiſed the barbarous practice; yet, il 
% when their King and Country called for their exer- 

IE tions, they have ſteadily and calmly looked death 
in the face, and have advanced even to the dreadful 
** cannon's' mouth to meet it. Think of ſuch ex- 
« amples ; they are not few. Think what you owe 
to your God, to your Country, to your Parents, 
'*"to Yourſelf; and withal think what you owe to 
. the Fai air Writer of that letter $85 | 
2 . Erkar thing, Mr. Brooke! and I am willing 
to lay my life at her feet, if ſuch a ſacrifice would 
. Add one moment to her W e | 
0 REMEMBER, 


1 


* 


to the wiſe decrees of political ſafety ; I never there- 
fore attempted to combat their juſtice or propriety. 
Mr. Brooke retired, wiſhing to ſee me in the morn- 
F ing. 5 | 33 hes 


diſturbed my thoughts, and thrown my mind into a 2 
very painful confuſion. I wanted rept +3 
to fleep:—my wiſh, alas! was vain- The ſoftneſs of 
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« purpoſe— will retract.“ 
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6 RE MEMBER, Mr. Wilton, ſhe is at this mi- 
« nute miſerable and ankappr. e . 


« On, Sir, wring not my ſout with ſo dreadful an 
« aſſertion l“ 


IT is true, Sir; and let that conſideration, if 
« no other will, prevail upon you to relinquiſh an in- 
« tention ſo deſtructive to her peace and happineſs.”? 


«© On Mr. Brooke ! you have touched upon a 
«« ſubject which quite unmans me, and melts my 
« ſoul into tenderneſs. I will refle&—T will re- con- 
“ ſider, I muſt acknowledge the — 2 Ly 1 


Hol p to that r plution, Mr. Wilton, Wt be 
« not aſhamed of being a advocate in the 
15 cauſe of virtue.“ | 
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Ir was late, and Mr. Donley! by a vathely of 
potent arguments, drawn from religion and found 
licy, attempted to confirm me in my laſt reſolute. 
They were congenial to my own opinions, conſenta- 
'neous to the pureſt precepts of virtue, and accordant 
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his ſalutary admonitions had unhinged my reſolutions 
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© repoſe fled from the turbulence of my diſtracted mind z 1 . 
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ſed the night in ſurrounding horrors Oh, Mr. Brooke, 
you” kindneſs hath undone me ! yet T thank you; 
for triendſhip and virtue were your motive! But ſhall 
I comply with his requeſt? The world's dread 
laugh anſwers, No. The kind forgiveneſs of my 
father, the diſtraction of my poor mother, and affec- 
_ tionate ſorrows of my ſiſters, were ever preſent to my 

imagination. But the deareſt object that wrung my 
affficted heart was the lovely Olivia. Heavens, what 
a night I ſpent ! Oh, Mr. Brooke, I forgive and ac- 
knowledge the virtuous arxiety, the tender care, the 
- parental kindneſs, which induced your viſit. You 
- endeavoured to perſuade me to what 1 acknowledge 

8 right---I approve your opinions; but muſt, yes 
lar I mult, act Lontrary to them. 


III rays of the ſun ſhone brightly ah the 
FA "a 0 vices of the wiadow-ſhut ers, and penetrated the 
© "curtains of my bed. The induftrions family had left 
their peaceful beds, and were already ſtirring in the 
- buſineſs of the day, when a heavy ſlumber overſpread 

* aud I taſted the bleſſings of a ſound. repoſe. 


IF awaken calm and refreſhed, 3 was. ſurprized, 

on looking at my watch, to ſee that it was paſt one 
o'clock. When breakfaſt was brought in, 1 was in- 
formed that Mr. Brooke had been enquiring for me; 
but being told that I was not riſen, he would not 
diſturb me, and {aid he would call wes. r 
man, how ſhall I repay * kindneſs! 


WaIIsT I was muſing over a cup of chocolate, 

Sir Robert entered. He ſaid, Mr. Wilton, my 
Lady is very urgent and clamorous with me 
„ to diſſuade you from this tencounter. She does 
e not know that you have accepted the challenge, 
4 & nor muſt ſhe know it. N and place have 5 

ö vou 9 i 75 
«6 $1x : 
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8 o'clock this evening, Sir, and we are to 
545 meet at the welt ſide of Your park,” 


40 « Very well; at four I will, to prevent ſuſpicion, 
«« ride out a different way, and, under ſome pre- 
« tence, will diſmiſs the ſervant. I will meet you 
*« there a little before ſix ; I muſt not ſtay any longer 
« here, left the ladies ſhould ſuſpe& where I am,” 
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Havins finiſhed my breakfaſt, and adjuſted every 
thing for the fatal meeting, I walked by the ſide of 
the Wanſbeck, and ſitting down upon its verdant 
bank, beneath the cooling ſhade of a poplar, I amuſed 

myſelf with the peruſal of Luczzrius, The ar- 

aments he uſes againſt the fears of death were far 
125 convincing ; they appeared to me at that awful 
hour both trivial and inconcluſive; the Divinity that 
ſtirred within my breaſt every moment confuted his 
reaſonings. They produced, however, one good 
effect; for though I did not feel their force to the full 
extent, yet they conſiderably relieved me from that 
tenderneſs which Olivia's letter had infuſed. I ſhould 
ſcarcely have felt a ſingle pang, but for that poiſonous 
leiter !---I looked at my watch; and finding that it 
was near five o'clock, I walked haſtily to my lodg- 
ing, where I was ivformed that Mr, Brooke, after 
Waiting above an hour, had not been gone MO mi- 
nutes. 
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Iro the piſtols into my pocket, and, conceal- ; 
ing my ſword under my coat, walked towards the 
place of appointment. Upon my arrival, no perſon . 
Was there, and I walked backward and forward till a 
few minutes before fix, when Sir Robert Bertram ar- 
es; He alighted from his horſe, and walked with 
; The appointed hour paſſed, and Mr. F ennell 
1 never &r appeared ! but as s there Mgt} be ſome differ- 
55 ence 
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ence in regard to time, we agreed to wait half an 
hour longer. At twenty minutes paſt fix by my watch 
Mr. Fennell came, accompanied by Mr. Colton, 
They aligkted, and, after the example of Sir Ro- 
bert, n their horſes to the nexghboaring trees. 


Ovn miete was ditant, cool, and Wctved. Sir 
Robert and Mr. Colton ſettled the diftance, 'and im- 
mediately paced it. During the adjuſtment of theſe 
preliminaries, I found myſelf more collected than I 
had been ſince the receipt of Olivia's letter. Theſe 
-preliminaries being adjuſted, we took our ground. 
Mr. Fennell received his piſtols from Mr. Colton, as 
'F did mine from Sir Robert. Mr. Fennell had the 
Arſtfire. I affure you, Benfield, that when I ſaw his 
Piſtol preſented, I had occaſion to ſummon all my for- 
titude. He fired, but without effect. 1 returned the 
fre, and miſſed likewiſe, 80 


4 25%. % T5 
BOX 


818 Robert Al pet 00 ggelkel * wiſhes 
that the buſineſs might now be ſettled amicably ; but 
Mr. Fenvell peremptorily refuſed to liſten to any 
terms of accommodation, and immediately pzeſented 

his ſecond piſtol. 

rer the ball graze upon my left arm a little | 
below the elbow. 1 diſcharged my ſecond piſtol in 
the air, and drawing my ſword, deſired him to ad- 
vance. He came forward with much intrepidity, and 


Aattacked me with great fury and impetuoſity. 1 only 


-acted upon the defenſive for ſeveral minutes, but 
ſuch was the violence of my antagoniſt, that it re- 
quired my utmoſt addreſs. and exertion, to parry the 

many ſkilful lounges he made at me. Abating of his 
vigour, I became the aſſailant, When, aiming a ſkil- 

ful thruſt, my foot ſlipped, and before I could reco- 
Ver * . * the point of his is Tor bein 
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my right breaſt. I felt I was wounded, and was 
fearful of the conſequence. Irritated by this miſ- 
chance, I became more furious, and, of courſe, leſs 
guarded; and had not my opponent exhauſted his 
ſtrength at the firſt onſet, I certainly, muſt have fal- 
len beneath the vigour of his arm. After a few in- 
effectual thruſts however, which he parried with dex- 
terity, I wounded him in the right arm, my ſword 
paſſing through above the elbow. Mr. Colton ob- 
ſerved it, and immediately interpoſed, deſiring that 
he would deſiſt. No, no, Mr. Colton,” anſwered» 
Mr. Fennell, „it is nothing but a mere ſcratch.” 
He then attacked me with more fury than ſkill, and 
I found little difficulty in defending myſelf from his 
violence. His life I now perceived was in my power, 
but I had no wiſh to deprive him of it. Retreating 
a little backward, I reſted the point of my ſword 
upon the graſs, and ſaid, © Mr. Fennell, yon muſt 
« be conſcious of the ſuperiority which the wound 
« in your arm hath given me; I hope therefore we 
<< may terminate our difference without "AY 
#08 to e SS „As er ne an 
{Ga U 
ge 60 1 scon x, Mr. Wilton, to > acknowledge, your: 
I ſuperiority ; ; it is viſible air to yourſelf. P.; 231-10 


gin Robert again interpoſed, ak ations 283 
voured to bring about an accommodation, but Mi: 
Fennell remained inflexible. 1 che re fore aſſumed my 
guard, and received the attack of my opponent, Who 
had now loſt all his temper, and, of courſe, his ſkill- He: 
made a violent lounge, which I parried: and imme» 


-4 


4 paſſing my {word aten his left fade, he fell. 
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: n NG both. tis den to the fatal wot = 
55 be, Wilton, „ exclaimed he; « the prize is yours 1. 


1 — With agony, he Wr <A « Fly, len 
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4 the laws of your” country overtake” you 3 for, lv. 
4 ing or dying, you ſhall not eſcape my vengeance,” 


enen for your rqiplacabiiey, Mr. Fennell. 


„If in defending my honour and my life, I have 


« deprived you of your's, I ſhall truſt to the juſtice 


% of my country for an acquittal. Mr. Colton, have 


405 42 * S 2 


arbasaz ! is a goneo waiting at a little Giftance 
40 with a Fearrlage. 2 | 


Ma. Colton untied his horſe, Per rode off full 
_ 125 * 
par a ſudden falntneſs overſpread my limbs, 
and fat down upon the graſs, while Sir Robert was 
attentively admmiſtering conſolation to Mr. Fennell, 
who appeared to experience the moſt excruciating 
een, __ baud een, 1 BAC given him. 795 
Tas n in a thn time esd and the 
ſurgeon carefully examined Mr. Fennell's wound; 
which, on Sir Robert's wiſhing to know the nature 
of it, he pronounced to be dangerous. My . 
niſt was accordingly removed. into the carriage; 
being ſupported between Mr. Colton and the Aen. 


— gently drove away. As ſeon as they were gone, 


Lattempted to riſe, but I found myſelf quite diſabled: 
my arm was ſtiff, the wound in my breaſt painful in 


| me extreme ; and I found myſelf faint through loſs 


_  0iblood. By the aſſiſtance however of Sir Robert I 
_ atoſe, and having, with much difficulty, mounted his 


'F | horſe, I proceeded towards my lodgings, While Sir 


walked attentively by my fide all the Way. 5 


As en as we arrived, Mr. Brocke came but, and | q 


Ft 


- bythe afliftance of the gentlemen 1 Vigited, and 
| wat ed en. 


i; ".# 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 7x; 


>7 & =>, 


RR TS 
n ES as 


60 3 Mr. Wilton,” ſaid the good man,“ your bo 
« pale wan looks, and this blood upon your clothes, 
« confirm me in the dreadful work you have been 
t acting. I thought, when I parted with you laſt 
„ night, you had altered your reſolution.“ 0.2 5 


18 
bs kd 32 eb. 
7 


« Ms. Brooke,” interrupted Sir Ny ce let us 
7 have ſurgical aſſiſtance.“ 


Ms. Brooke ſtepped out and diſpatched a ſervant. 

of the houſe to Morpeth for a ſurgeon, who arrived 
in the ſpace of a quarter of an hour. Upon exami- 

nation of the wounds, he ſaid the ball had paſſed 2 

through the muſcular part of my arm, and that I had =_ 
loſt a great quantity of blood ; but he chought there . 

was no danger to be apprehended from it. On view- 

ing the wound in my breaſt, however, he looked 

more ſerious, and only hoped there was nothing mor- 

tal in it. He carefully dreſſed both wounds, and I 
deſired him to attend me through the. night. Mr. 
Brooke made an offer of his ſervices, which I wiſhed. 
to decline ; but the good man ſeemed hurt at my wy, Fn; 
faſal, for. whith I begged his forgiveneſs, ſaying, it 1 55 TOY 
was only from my defire to give him no trouble z. x 5 =o 1 
He repeated his requeſt, and I acquieſced. Sir Ro- 
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bert then retired. I paſſed the night i in uneaſineſs a 5 5 


pain ; but after a little reſt which I procured in GN _- . 

e r perceived myieif lome thing better. 27 77 =. 1 

Tus, Benfield, we are both invalid and are 1 | 
come ſo almoſt in the ſame cauie: you in the attempt 
to ſteal a wife; I in the defence of an honourable at- 


2 GATES. 
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LETTER NMI. 
FROM MR. BENFIELD TO THE HON. MR. WILTON, 


- DEAR SIR, 


* event is anſwerable to my expectations. 
You may recollect that I predicted, from the 
character of Mr. Fennell, your late rencounter. His 


precipitation and ill-uſage will ſufficiently vindicate 


you from the impeachment of malice, and juſtify your 
conduct before the impartial tribunal of reaſon, or 
the venerable laws of your country. From your de- 
ſcription. of his wound, I conclude he muſt be in im- 
minent danger. His vengeance may purſue, although 
it may not be able to overtake you. His vindctiive 
diſpoſition will prompt him to the moſt villanous un- 
dextaking; his diſappointed paſſion will ſtimulate him 
to the commiſſion of any crime; the brutality of 
his temper, irritated by pain, anguiſh, and the ſhame 
of his defeat---all theſe. cauſes operating upon his 
ming, chafed and ſtung with diſgrace and jealouſy, 
will precipitate him to attempt to cruſh the inoffen- 
five victim of his fury by any violence or contri- 
vance which rage can dictate or easy invent. 


Tu fs dreadful idea is bt ſtrongly impreſſed upon 


my mind, that I ſolicit you, by all the tender ties of 


the moſt ſacred friendſhip, to remove from your her- 
age at Mitford- Grange, as ſoon as your health 
the anguiſh of your pain will permit. Come to 


9 


me: Benfield-Hall ſhall be a ſecure aſylum until the 
impending ſtorm be ſomewhat abated. Be aſſured, 

-— — thatif even a ſymptom of mortality ſhould threaten | 
2 the exiſtence of your POS e, 9 
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22 


* 


fortune, his intereſt, and the power of his family, 
will all be vigorouſly exerted to proſecute you to con- 
viction. Under ſuch circumſtances, the propriety 
of having an immediate recourſe to your relations, 
connections, and friends, is a meaſure ſo ſelf-evident, 
that it needs not the aid of argument to perſuade you 
to adopt It. 


On Wilton, what extraordinary events does the 
compaſs of a few months” produce, to interrupt the 
felicity which we ſo vainly and ſo anxiouſly promiſe 
to ourſelves in our fleeting paſſage through this tran- 
ſitory ſcene ! Buoyed up with every hope, however 
trivial; captivated with every ſcheme, however fan- 
taſtic ; we are hurried on from deluſion to deluſion, 
from diſappointment to diſappointment - and ſuch is 
the unaccountable eagerneſs of our deſires, and the 
ardency of our wiſhes, that though we readily ac- 
knowledge the futility of our purſuits, we {till in- 
dulge the fond hope that they will ultimately be fa- 
| voured with a happy concluſion. - Happineſs is the 
conſtant aim, the unceaſing wiſh of man; but how, 
inconſiſtent are the methods we in general purſue to 
attain the poſſeſſion of it; how frequently are our 
plans defeated ; and thoſe views which ſeemed to af- 
ford the brighteſt proſpects ſuddenly obſcured. Dif. 
appointment, however, like a bitter pill, while it dif- 
guſts the palate whets the appetite, . and we renew : ; 
with ardour purſuits which experience hath already 
demonſtrated to be futile and unſatisfactory. This 
ſtrange infatuation, however, may be the primal ſource 
Of all our pleafures; for ſince nothing here is perma- 
nent, but every thing fleeting and momentary, en- 
joyment brings not that reality which expectation ; 4 
_ hoped ; we therefore vainly conclude, that futurity ps, 
i be more Hberal, and confer the Joys of a lating, | 
_Fraition. © | 8 
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Arzw days after my unlucky adventure, your 
Aiters maid waited upon me. She was to have ac- 
companied my dear Antonet to Scotland, and was 
preſent during the whole of the tranſaction in the 
Wood. She informed me, that Lord Wilton upon 
my departure ordered the ſervants to releaſe her ; and 
inſiſted upon her immediately leaving the country, 
without daring to enter Wilton-Hall again. She re- 

monſtrated againſt the cruelty and injuſtice of this 
interdiction; reminded your father that all her clothes 
were at Wilton-Houſe ; and that ſhe had ſeveral 
5 things to ſettle with Lady Wilton, which could not 
be done without her perſonal attendance. He an- 
grily replied, ſhe could have nothing of conſequence 
to ſettle ; and that if ſhe preſumed to enter his houſe, 
he could not anſwer for the treatment ſhe might re- 
ceive. 5 


44.4" 


Tur lovely object of all this Margo recovered 
Auring this converſation from the ſwoon into Which 
terror and affright had thrown her; ſometime: 
ſcreaming out, Oh Benfield, Benfield ! where am 
«© I? where are you ?“ and at others, calling in a 
very inarticulate tone on her dear mother; whiltl 

* Lord Wilton, inſenſible to her diſtreſs, railed at and 

reviled her for the diſobedience and ingratitude with 
which he accuſed her, and commanded the ſervants 
to carry her immediately out of the Wood, mount 
her upon one of the horſes, | and ride towards the 
next poſt town. . = 


' GareveDd and diſtracted at the cruel. unfeeling 
behaviour of Lord Wilton, ſhe followed her young 
miſtreſs at a diſtance through the Wood; and, con- 

_ cealed by the gloom of the night, endeavoured to 
> obſerve which road they took, in order to give me 
WE. _ he earlieſt intelligence of it. When Oy: came 2 
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the fouth avenue of the Wood, my lovely Antonet 
was placed behind one of the ſervants; and Lord 


Wilton at the ſame time mounting his horſe, they 
rode off with all ſpeed towards the ſouth. 


e Ty this conjuncture, ſhe continued, I re- 
& mained for ſome time utterly at a loſs what 
« to do; but it at length occurring to me that Lord 
«© Wilton would not in all probability return imme- 
«« diately home, I refolved to go directly to Wilton- 
«« Houſe and inform Lady Wilton of what had hap- 

« pened. Perceiving en my arrival that all was 
<c quiet, I entered the houſe without heſitation, and 
went directly to Lady Wilton's room, where I 
« found her ſitting in a very penſive attitude, liſten- 
<< ing to her daughter Sophy, who was reading by her 
* fide. 2 no ſooner perceived me than ſhe ex- 
« claimed, Alas! where is my daughter!“ Her 
„ eyes were fixed upon me—ſhe trembled and 
ce turned pale. I then informed her very minutelß 
« of every incident that had happened; addingy 
« that I was afraid Mr. Benheld was killed. Mr. 
*« Benfield killed!“ raiſing her hands and eyes, 
« Merciful Heaven !'---Her hands fell---her eyes 
& cloſed---ſhe fell breathleſs upon the floor. Being 
« jn a dreadful conſternation for my Lady, by ” "4 
* aſſiſtanee of Sophy I raiſed her, and, applying 
*« the uſual means for her recovery, ſhe again came 
_ to herſelf. I begged pardon for the terrible fright 
4 I had given her, and hoped ſhe would forgive me. 
«© Lady. Wilton anſwered, Jenny, I have long ; 
.*©-known your fidelity---it hath now ruined you. Go, ; 
* colle& and pack up every thing you have; there 
ce js a ten pound note---a ſmall-gratuity for all your. ©. 
former ſervices. Leave Wilton-Park to-night, _ 
es leſt Lord Wilton ſhould return. The firſt oppor- 
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< I IMMEDIATELY obeyed my Lady's orders, 
& and left Wilton--Park with a heart overwhelmed 
4 with ſorrow.“ | 


Tus poor wil i in concluding this narrative wept | 


bitterly, and I believe her grief was real. I deſired 
her- to be comforted, as I ſhould deem it my indiſ- 
penſible duty to provide for her until ſhe could obtain 
another place; adding, that probably ſhe might 
again have the happineſs to ſerve her young lady. 
«© Heaven ſend that day ſoon !“ replied ſhe, for I 


„ ſhall never know what it is to be happy until 1 
„ am aſſured that wy; hee young lady is com- 


<< pletely fo.” F 


SHE revived” weeping, 4 left me S bes on al 


the horrid evils which your father's -obſtinacy has 


brought upon his once happy family. A ſon ba- 

iſhed,” for not implicitly complying with commands 
which muſt have | entailed miſery arid wretchedneſs 
upon himſelf to the lateſt period of his exiſtence; 


and, in the manly defence of his honour, now lying 


cn a bed of languiſhment-and horror: a daughter 


J ſt, torn from her family, hurried away by the mer- 
-cilefs hands of an enraged father, and doomed to 


paſs her hours in unavailing ſorrow amidſt the ſolitary 


- * gloom of ſome rigorous confinement : a wife, the 
- moſt amiable of her ſex, ſinking beneath the heavy 


reſſure of domeſtic trouble and the bitterneſs of ill 


_uſage. When will theſe evils terminate Wilton, 
come to me; my patience is exhauſted, and I want 
a little of your philoſophy to calm the agitation of 
my mind. My wounds plague and torment me; yet 
I ſhould ſuffer them more patiently, could I only wet £ 
£ cover how Lord Wilton received his re 
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LET TER XLII. 


FROM THE HON, MR. WILTON TO MR. BEN FIELD. 


- 


DEAR 8 I Ry 


AM very ſorry to obſerve that you are ſtil] ander 

the neceſſity of employing an amanuenſis; but 
I hope you will, in a few days, be able to handle 
that dreadful W a gooſe-quill yourſelf. 


Tus peruſal of your laſt letter as ſappointed me, as 
it neither informed me of the fate of my dear untor- 
tunate fitter, nor how the meditated elopement 
was diſcovered. This has given me ſome uaeaſineſs, 
and I ſhall remain in the utmoſt perplexity till 1 am 

informed how you were betrayed, It appears. evi- 
dent to me, beyond the ſhadow of a doubt, that my* 

father muſt have had private emiſſaries, who apprized* 
him of all your movements, and enabled him ſo un- 
| expectedly to diſconcert and prevent your Se on 
the very eve of their completion. 
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eſpecially among ſervants, who are mere depen-- | 


- dents upon our bounty, and who very often ſind 
it more for their intereſt to betray the charge repoſed 
in them, than to obſerve it with fidelity. The 
confidence founded on a reciprocation of benefits, 
an interchange of good offices, or a mutual attach- 
ment, poſſefles no licrative incentive to induce a 
violation of it. But when a ſordid domeſtic is en- 
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would be ungenerous and illiberal, thus indiſcrimi- 
nately to aſperſe the probity of thoſe whom Provi- 
dence, in his infinite wiſdom, hath placed in ſuch 
humble ſpheres, and made ſubſervient to our caſe, 


75 opulence, and pleaſure. 


Evezr claſs of mankind, from the higheſt to the 


loweſt, is linked by an indifloluble chain, which can- 


not be deſtroyed,nor forcibly attacked, without a viſible 
derangement and apparent confuſion of the whole 
fociety. And though many are ſo ſupercilious as to 
deſpiſe the lower orders, there are others ſo wiſe and 
prudent as to eſteem them the moſt uſeful and infi- 
nitely the moſt beneficial amongſt the various claſſes 
of ſociety. But enough at End of moral maxims. 


I HAD an agreeable vidi in the afierticon from 
Sir Robert, Lady Bertram, Olivia, and Mr. Brooke, 
Lady Bertram came running to my dead, and 
— 1 after my health. l 


I Answannb her kind enquiries by ſaying, I 
thought I was not much worſe, though I found my: 
ſelf weak from my loſs of blood, and _— L 1 
de able to fit up to-morrow. - | 


15 Hear, Mr. Wilon, ad Sad . 
taking Olivia by the hand, and leading her to the 


beaſide “ here is a doctor who will cure you in 
f — . half the whe.” 


I BELd out my Ty to take hold of my 8 
| ing angel, when Lady Bertram added, Why don't 
e yon feel his pulſe ?” I ſaw Olivia's previous emo- 
tion, but this wild fally quite overwhelmed her with | 


© confuſion. She ſtood. motionleſs---her countenance 
EDS as ſuffuſed with a. crimſon bluſh, and her eyes were 
| by + _ | ſometimes 


| * 
— * 


ſuch a look of tenderneſs and complacency, as quite 
deprived me of the power of articulation for a few 
J kept 
hold of her hand, and, from a conſciouſneſs of the- 
immorality of my conduct, 
Olivia, I am already ſelſ- condemned; ag" not To 
5 therefore accuſe me of this flagrant infringemegt RS | 1 
. of all laws human and Os fince I not only. 1 


us 
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ſometimes caſt upon the floor, and ſometimes wiſtfully 
upon me :---the crimſon blaſh fled from her cheek--- 


a livid paleneſs uſurped its place, and I perceived in 
her face a viſible alteration, 


Lap Bertram took her hand and gave it to me, 
ſaying, ** Come, come, Olivia, you are as nice and 
« ſqueamiſh as though we did not know already the 
« ſtate of your heart, Poor tender thing ! Indeed, 
« Mr. Wilton, I thought it would have burſt yeſ- 
« terday afternoon with the bare apprehenſion of the 
„ crack of a piſtol,” 1 
". OLivia replied, 00 Foa "OY Lady Berta 
« to have deceived me, by perſiſting ſo poſitively 
« that the whole affair originated from a jeſt ; 
ce but Sir Robert's ſilence and evaſive anſwers, with 
« your aſſumed levity and uncommon ſprightlineſs, 
confirmed my ſuſpicions, before I was informed of 
e the real truth by Mr. Brooke. 
« thin to ſereen the horror of the aQtion.---And how 
« could you, Wilton, ſo notoriouſly | tranſgreſs 
0 gal the ſacred bonds of humanity, as to be 
% guilty of the dreadful attempt of ſending a 
s thoughtleſs foul, or ruſhing voluntarily yourſelf, 


«© into the awful preſence of your Ommpotent Crear 


66 tor, uncalled and unprepared ??? 


Tais was expreſſed with ſo much ſweetneſs, with 


ſeconds, and prevented my immediate reply. 


replied, 


The veil was too 
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«« diſapprove but really abhor the influence of that 
«© ſavage cuſtom, which has given a ſanction to ſo 
e deteſtable and inhuman a practice. But believe 
e me when I aſſert, that whilſt life animates thi; 
body, no provocation, no inſult whatever, ſhall here- 
6c after ſtimulate me to the horrid wiſh of revenge. 


- ALL this time Sir Robert and Mr. Brooke were in 
Cloſe converſation with the ſurgeon ; but I was ſo much 
more agreeably employed, that I never attempted 
to liſten to one ſyllable they uttered, until Lady Ber- 
tram ſaid, Finiſh your conſultation : I am confi- 

dent in averring, that this female doctor will do 
% more by a {ſingle ſqueeze of the hand, than all 
'« the boluſes and applications which the whole Ma- 
e teria Medica can adminiſter, towards. reſtoring 
«© this convaleſcent to his former vigour. Come 
here, Mr. Brooke; ſee, I have joined the ir 
54 hands, do 28 fay the ceremony.” | 


„ O yys, Lady Bertram,” ſaid Olivia, 76 why 
«all this vivacity ? Mr. Wilton flands more in need 
A . of conſolation than you inagine.” S 


«Very well, child,” replied Lady Bertram; be and 
ee who ſo proper to adminiſter the balm of conſola- 
tion to a wounded huſband as a wife, yea the wite 

of his boſom !”” 


Ori replied with a & Pſha, pſha ! your rail- 

4 lexy, tho” innocent, is ill-timed ;” whilſt 1 faid, I 
perfectly aſſent, Lady Bertram, to the truth of your 

e afſertion : I want confolation ; and who. ſo proper 
to conſole me as the only object of my affections, 
for whom I ſuffer, and for whom I here lie 

* wounded and bleeding---an alien from my family 
| 5 . + —diſcarded by N ä life purſued and OTIS 
3 | 1 (ought, 8 
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"wy ſought for by the vindictive ſpirit of revenge-<= 


« and againſt which ſome dreadful ſcheme of venge> 
„ ance may perhaps at this moment be hatching.” 


* On WitTon ! peace, peace,” cried Olivia, 
gently preſſing my hand by an involuntary motions 


Tas preſſure was ſo congenial to my wiſhes, fo 
inſpiring to my hopes, that by an intuitive impulſe L. 
attempted to riſe. n 
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« SRE, doctor,“ exclaimed. Lady Bertram,“ your 
«© patient hath already forgot his infirmity, and he 
% means to hobble to the Temple of Hymen.“ 
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SIR Robert perſuaded me to be 8 and not 
preſume too much upon my preſent ſtrength, as too 
early an exertion might endanger a ſpeedy” relapſe... 
L was conſcious of the impropriety of the attempt, 
and the anguiſh which I felt from the wound in my 
breaſt pleaded with ſo much efficacy, that I quietly. 
diſpoſed elf according to their admonitions 
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APTER a few ſcenes more of hilarity from Lady 
Bertram, ſome cautionaryimaxims from Sir Robert, 
and ſome very wiſe and prudential aphoriſms from. 
my ſurgeon, the company retired, and left me alone. 
with the good Mr. Brooke; who, ſeating himſelf by 
my bedſide, ſaid, Mr. Wilton, the anxiety which. 
I felt for, your perſonal, ſafety the day on which, - 
.< this unfortunate duel was fought, could only be. 5 
* equalled by the ſilent yet apparent ſorrow of Oli=. 
. 46 via. After I had delivered you her letter, and. 
5 « attempted to diſſuade you from a performance df. 
is 4 Four promiſe by arguments which I deemed ram. 
I 4 tional and ſolid, and to the foige of which yon: 
8 ed to aſſent, yet I Spar * full abs 
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% ſarance that you did not intend to adhere to them. 

« I found Olivia waiting for my return, and ſhe anxi- 

© ouſly enquired after the ſucceſs of my embaſlage, 

« I conſoled her with the hopes of your not accept- 
„ ing the challenge of Mr, Fennell, but ſhe re- 

* 


tired, expreſſing her apprehenſions leſt you ſhould 
« acquieſce with ſo inhuman-a cuſtom. 


& Sys returned next morning in company with 
* Lady Bertram. I no ſooner ſaw her than I per- 
© ceived the perturbation of her mind. Fixing my 
, eyes ſtedfaſtly upon her, ſhe turned away in ma- 
« nifeſt confuſion : ſhe was remarkably grave and 
“ ſedate, and-wiſhed to conceal her uneaſineſs under 
« an aſſumed ſolemnity. I admired the coolneſs of 
i her demeanour, although I ſuppoſed I ſaw 9 
4e thing of conſtraint. Lady Bertram faid, 
* Brooke, ſhall I depute you to go and call upon i | 
r Wilton, and if he has no buſineſs of importance, 
r bring him to the Vicarage with you. We will 
r wait here for your return.” I came, but found 
+ « you not. When I returned, and in d the la- 
« dies you had walked forth, Lady Bertram looked 
. at Olivia very ſeriouſly. Olivia was filent---her 
, colour changed---a heavy figh heaved her ſwelling 
* boſom. Lady Bertram aroſe, and, going towards 
her, took her hand, ſay ing, © Shall we, my dear, 
% walk home? Being anſwered in the affirmative, 
I was requeſted to accompany them. When we 
«© arrived; Sir Robert was gone out. Olivia retired 


v to her chamber, and continuing there much longer 
e than uſual, Lady Bertram was anxious for her re- 


3 „ turn. Lady Bertram walked up ſtairs,- and pre- 


| TE ſently returning with much anxiety in her counte- | 
Ks er nance, deſired that I would follow ber; adding, 


will new you a ſight worthy of an angel. She wal: ® 
- ed gently 2 _ 1. followed. We approached 


a dv? 1 


& 
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c« a door that was half open: - there we obſerved 
6 Olivia upon her knees---her hands were claſped--- 
« her eyes caſt upwards---her words we heard very 
« indiſtinctly, but what we could collect were fervent 
. *« petitions to the God of Mercy for the protection 
« of your perſon. After ſhe had finiſhed her devo- 
« tions, ſhe ſobbed deeply; but after a ſhort inter- 
ce val her tears gave a relief to her ſorrow. Hav- 
« ing ſomewhat compoſed herſelf, ſhe aroſe, and in- 
« -ſtantly eſpied us. Lady Bertram entered, and 
te leading her forth, her confuſion was ſo manifeſt at 
« our diſcovery, that ſhe hid her bluſhes with her 
« handkerchief, - Being come into the parlour, ſhe 
« ſaid, Oh Lady Bertram, . it well done, 
« thus to break in upon my privacy 1“ My dear 
« Olivia, an anxiety for your peace, and not curioſity, 
« was the only motive which led me to your chamber. 
« Forgive me, my dear, and do not be aſhamed 


« becauſe Mr. eue hath witneſſed the goodneſs 


« of your heart.'—* Ah, Madam, but I have be- 
& tray ed the Vest of my heart, already torn 
« with anguiſn. — Her grief became too powerful, 
“ and her tears began to flow, notwithſtanding all. 
* her efforts to prevent them —*© Forgive me, Lady 
Bertram, forgive me, Mr. Brooke and ſhe: 
0 hurried out of the room. 


* 


«© I camE again to call upon you, but you were 
c not returned. My fears were prevalent and bod-- 


46 ing. I waited above an hour. Upon my return 


©. to Bertram-Hall, Sir Nobert had rode out, and 
“ ſent his ſervant home upon ſome frivolous pretence.. 
e This, with other concurring circumſtances,, cor | 
8 3 4% roborated my ſuſpicious, and convinced me at 


"the horrid work of death was going forward; E could: 


| 8 . no longer c conceal 2 ſolicitude, Bady Bertram x Pee: 5 
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to keep me in ſuſpence; has any. misfortune be- 
« fallen Mr. Wilton ?*---Olivia entered, and heard 

« the laſt part of the ſentence, She looked earneſtly 
on Lady Bertram, then upon me -was ſilent 
ber fears preſaged the worſt— ſhe ſtood like a ſta- 
c tue riveted to the ſpot. I led her to a chair, and 


«« ſeating her, I obſerved her eye to be fixed--her 


« features were immoveable, and ſhe remained in- 


« ſenfible to all our cares, ſolicitations, and enqui- 


* ries. Lady Bertram tenderly kiſſed her, looked 
* wiſtfully at me, and wrong her hands in ſilent an- 
« guiſh. At laſt ſhe ſaid, Alas, Mr. Brooke !— 


«© my dear child, my dear child! I endeavoured. 
to conſole her, and adviſed that Olivia ſhould be 


put to bed. This was complied with, and ſhe re- 
% mained in a ſtate of torpid inſenſibility, or rather 
Fe 
4 


delirium, for above an hour. Lady Bertram 
wepc, kifled her, and fondly hung over her, 


«© lamenting the unhappineſs of her ſituation. At 
length a deep figh burſt from her boſom :—ſhe 
* turned her head toward Lady Bertram, and per- 


3 ceiving her overwhelmed with ſorrow, held out 


ac her hand, ſaying, What makes my dear Lady 


* Bertram weep ?*—* God be praiſed for this reco- 
very !” ſaid Lady Bertram; how do you find. 
yourſelf, my dear child ?— Rather ſick; I hope L 
4 ſhall be better preſently.— J left her to the care 


of Lady Bertram, and ſilently took my leave. 


( SgoRTLY. after Sir Robert entered. — Olivia, 
. who was very quiet before his entrance, was now 
«« violently agitated. Lady Bertram trembled :--- 
e but after taking Sir Robert aſide, and talking with. 
him a-while, ſhe came to the bed- ſide, and ſaid, 
1 5 4 « My dear Olivia, be comforted, Mr. Wilton 8 
e well—thedreadful buſineſs is compromiſed”. , 
8 Lady Bertram, do you not deceive me ?'——* Let 285 . 


$ "44 
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Sir Robert, who was preſent, aſſure you of the 
truth. — Sir Robert came forward, and, taking 


her hand and tenderly kiſſing it, ſaid, Believe 


me, my dear child, Mr. Wilton is returned ſafe to 
the Grange. She received his aſſurance with ap- 
parent pleaſure— her countenance brightened, and 
her ſpirits ſeemed to aſſume their wonted vigour. 
Obſerving this happy change in Olivia, Sir Ro- 
bert favoured them with a true account of the un- 
fortunate affair. 


% Lap Bertram, who informed me of theſe laſt 


particulars, ſaid, ſhe: was afraid of a fever, as 


ſome ſlight ſymptoms appeared ; but by the timely: 
operation of ſome medical aſſiſtance, they ſoon 
diſappeared. She had a quiet night, and ſlept 


profoundly, by which ſhe was enabled to walk: 


abroad this morning. And thus, Mr, Wilton, I 
have given you a true account of what this ſweet” 


young lady ey ſuffered from her  aﬀeftion | to 


3557 


you.“ 5 5 


* 
* 


Mx. Brooke,” I replied, “ for all this ſincere 


attention I can only repay you with my thanks. 


Fortune, I hope, will one day prove more propi- 


tious, when I ſhall be enabled to return your bene 
volence and acknowledge your kindneſs in a man- 
ner that is ſuitable to my wiſh and deſerving of 
your approbation.. At preſent I feel no pain. 


Convinced, from your recital, that I am bleſt with 


the affeQtions of my dear Olivia, this conviction 
will operate more toward my recovery than all 
the medicines which art can adminiſter. Mr. : 


Brooke, be 1o obliging as to call in the evening. ; 


"the ſurgeon will retire ſoon, and by your alliance: 
I will attempt to riſe, as I do not think I am either 
ſo ill or ſo E endeavours to 3 mere? 25 
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Mx. Brooke promiſed that he would call 2 me, 


and left the room. 


Tuus, Benfield, Jam happy in imagination; but 
when I reflect upon your diſaſter, in the very moment 
when you leaſt expected it, my happineſs vaniſhes, 
and leaves nothing behind but a dreary void. 


Ixcroszp you have a copy of a letter which I 


have received from my father, with my anſwer to it. 


LE TTE * XIII. 


PROM THE EARL OF WILTON TO THE HON. 
MR. WIL rox. 
1a, 


AVING taken a 3 3 to ſell 
the Wilton eſtate, and as your acquieſcence 


will ſomewhat facilitate the buſineſs, I requeſt that 


vou will give your conſent. The higheſt le gal autho- 
zity has been conſulted on the practicability of my 


purpoſe; and as there is no di ulty, no obſtacle, 


Which can prevent me from executing my intention, 


ur ready coincidence will gratify me more than: 


5 you * can impede the execution. 


EA 
* 2 
8 


=... Equivalent to the ſacrifice you. are requeſted. to make ; 


As: a voluntary gratuity "Go vour obedience in this 
exigence, you ſhall receive the ſum of ten thouſand: 
pounds, on condition of relinquiſnhing all future claims 
to the eſtate. This ſum you may probably not deem 


hut then I beg you to conſider, I have it in my power 


* execute what I N of you without any com- 
= Ems LEN og 1 of 2 
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nation whatever. This conſideration ought to have 
its due influence in your final deciſion, as I offer it 
from a wiſh that you may live independent through 
life, without being compelled to have recourſe to any 
diſhonourable employment to procure a ſcanty ſub - 


ſiſtence. 


Tuis care for your future ſupport proceeds from 
the ſmall remains of parental affection which even your 
ingratitude hath not yet obliterated in my boſom 

and it ſolely depends upon your own conduct in the 
_ preſent inſtance, whether they ſhall be- cheriſhed or 
totally eraſed. You are conſcious that your oppoſition 
to my will, when I was planning a ſcheme for your 
felicity, deſerves my ſevereſt reprehenſion; and 
although your diſobedience hath forfeited my eſteem, 


yet my parental regard ſuggeſts: this Propoſition for 


your future welfare. 


Lr you conſent for t the ſum of ten thouſand pounds 


to forego all right and claim to the Wilton eſtate; 


you may fignify your approbation by the return of 
the poſt. If you withhold your conſent, beware of the- 


conſequences. 5 

I remain, | dh 

Your much offended, | | 
injured, and inſulted father, 


WILTON, 3 


n 
— — 


ACN 


x 
le 
* 

- * 
— 2 


a. N 6 8 
= — 
* — is YO, "04 
P 
pO pg Se: : 


a o 
rr 


— r 2 


_— vhs 
; dri 1 bas 3 * i 
ASE MT oor i 


9 
” : 
ES + 8 r : — 
1 * 8 Ce RS. 3% 23 2 ” 43 > 8 8 
2 * * *, * 1 — — Ax 2 . 1 — . > — 2 = 
5 P 7 a - 1 . * 3 4 2 — > 
* hong = 3 2 THANE I | „ ᷣͤ . oo ne tovrmny one Dee 22 2 þ — 2 
8 - . . 1 * I NY x 4 22 r p * 3 — - - N —_— — * ** 
eee renne 7 2. o 3 — 28 "> I —— $-%g + I . 2 =” 8 — N — — 
* * — — 2 = = * — N +. "2 
= Rl 3 da n -'- o % 1 4H 444 = 4 5 "> 2 2 + = # 
8 2 , < — a G L = Far” w 
I” 1 4 * ; fs. . 3 yy 2 
5 2 1 


CER 


— * 


— 


*u 


3 
1 


—— 


8 1 8 r ad. 
— Br 8 1 Kc * p * : 
2 4 2 — 2 2 888 * > ans —. f »- 1 a 
2 172 . page way. l 81 > 3 0 2 by e Coo gg na + 

ED 2 on Fs ro n 8,4 . 11 3 Cd —_— 2 * +, _O— - ky "Das * 

n „„ 2 7 Vs 5 = - r 8 0 - 

- 5 z " - M — 1 - ET? - A 
_ — < — = Ex — 9 9 = \ 
4 2 = PD Ogg 


CEE IT 5 


. ICS 17 


CER.” 


I» 


- 


= * 
— Cn "a | 


* n * vw l 
=> ag _ 
* — Wy -— - 45 
RE net io a=" ans 
* . 
8 5 


9 ES 


* K. — 


2» 
Yr - hs *Þ. «_ 


* 


renn DENIAL; o- 


rr 


FROM THE HON, MR. WILTON TO Tn 
| EARL OP WILTON, | 


HONOURED FATHER), 


AM favoured with your Letter relative to the 
ſale of the Wilton eſtate, and I muſt confeſs that 
I was not more ſurpriſed at the peruſal, than aſto- 


niſhed at the very extraordinary meaſure which it 


ſaggeſts, My conduct, if faulty, is certainly par- 
donable; and if I have only offended in one inſtance, 
why, Str, ſhould I for ever forfeit my claim to the 
Wilton eſtate and to your affection? Oh reconſider the 
buſineſs ; think I am your only ſon ; let the affec- 
tion of a parent plead in my behalf, and certainly 
you will not then determine to diſinherit me, For- 


give this ſingle inſtance of diſobedience, and it ſhall 


be the ſtudy of my future life to pleaſe, to ſerve, 


do reverence you. : : 


— 


. oh why, my ever-honoured father, mould 


I be caſt away, an alien from your affection, a 2 
: wanderer through the dangerous labyrinths of life ! 
Let my penitence atone for my ſeeming ingratitude, 


and let my future behaviour be the teſt of my unalien- 
able affection for you. If you can place any reliance 
on the aſſurances of a ſon who hath once, and only 


once, offended you, I hereby moſtaſolemnly promiſe 
ne ver to marry any woman without your conſent and 


approbation. Let this extenuate my crime and pal: 


hate my offence ; let me return with joy to the em- 


2 7 of a father, the endearments of a mother, 
: and the tweet eercounte of my beloved liſters. Ra 
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fhiould we be ſeparated ? Every treſpaſs of this kind 


is certainly venial ; and if we forgive not, how ſhall 
we expect to be forgiven at the day of final retribu- 


tion? 


Your propoſal, my honoured father, I am ſorry 
to acquaint you, meets not with my acqmeſcence. 
Ten thouſand pounds 1s a poor equivalent for ſuch a 
ſacrifice as you require; and though I reject your re- 
quiſition, I hope you will not conſtrue this rejection 
as a freſh inſtance of my diſobedience. It is a duty 
which I owe to you, to myſe!f, to my family, to poſte- 
rity 3 ; and whatever ſentiment my refuſal may at preſent 
excite in your mind, I hope you will one day ac- 
knowledge that my conduct is not reprehenſible. 


PazsENT my duty and love to my honoured mo- 
ther and ſiſters, aſſuring them, my heart lives with 
them at Wilton- Park. 


— 


1 am, &c. 


- — Im 


© 


al. < "als 
” i 


FROM THE HON. MR, WILTON TO MA. BENFIELDs. 


DEARSIB, 
R. Brooke called upon me in the evening, ac- 


cording to his promiſe, The ſurgeon, after dreſ- 
fing my wounds, had left me about half an hour be- 


fore. Ile kinily enquired what was the ſurgeon's 4s 
opinion, and if I ſuppoſed there would be any dan- 
- ger in attempting to riſe, as I had expreſſed an e 8 


Lelire! to try the * 5 
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1 Pen aw, Mr. Brooke, I do not mean, I afure 
«© you, to lie lingering here until the ſurgeon pro- 
<* nounce his profeſional far, and tell me that I 
* am well. Lend me your hand.“ 


He immediately gave me what aſſiſtance I required, 
and I aroſe without much difficulty, dreſſed without 
any pain, but did not attempt to put on my coat, 
Throwing it over my ſhoulders, I walked acroſs the 
floor, and was ſcarcely ſenſible of "7 weakneſs or 
inñrmity. 


SiTTING down, I told Mr. "ER that I had no 


particular reliſh for the pills and the potions preſcribed. 
by my ſurgical director, and hoped he would be fo 


obliging as to turn the key of my cloſet, and ſet a 


bottle of wine upon the table. He ſmiled at my or- 
ders, but did not heſitate to execute them. I then 


aſked him, if he had heard any report concerning 
Mr. Fennell. He ſaid that he had not heard one 


| ſyllable. 


Wa had not fat many minutes, when my hoſteſs 
entered, and told me, there was a woman at the 


door, of the name of Moreton, who deſired to ſpeak 


with me. I requeſted ſhe might be ſhewn in. 
Sur ety and apprehenſion v were pic- 
b in her Wolke. 


* 


3 DESIRED her to be ſeated. 
"IM 


SHE ald, 5 hope, Sir, you will pardon my in- 
„ truſion. My ſorrow for your misfortune prompted 
me to call and enquire after your health, as 1 
oF 1 deem * de void of * 111 had EE 5 


7 
FLAME 
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* lected this duty to a, gentleman whoſe bounty hath 
« given peace to my days, and ſaved the precious 
« lives of my innocent children.” 


% Mxs. Moreton, your gratitude and kindneſs 
have more than repaid me. May your days conti- 
nue peaceful, and your children live to be a com- 
fort and ſupport to your age!” I added, that I was 
much better, and hoped 1 in a few days to be perfealy 
recovered, 
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«I sHALL thank the God of Heaver,” replied ſhe, 


10h 
« for his providential interpoſition in your favour, 1 
*« in protecling the friend of the widow and the or- 15 
„ phan from ſuch imminent danger, and I ſhall teach W 
my children to pray for your life and ſafety. They 1 
found a father in you, when their natural father bl 
« forſook them, and left them, poor, helpleſs ſuppli- bil 
** ants, to the mercy of a ruthleſs world. 17 
Her . recalled to her mind the painful 14 
memory of ſome happy ſcenes in the former part of . 
life — ſhe wiped away the tear as it rolled down her Pp 
cheek, and endeavoured to ſuppreſs her grief - her 
attempt was in vain——ſhe aroſe, cutſeyed, and re- 
tired, : = 
I roacor to mention to you, that I have fre- 5. 


= 


quently met this worthy woman at the Vicarage, and 
concerted various ſchemes for her future ſupport 3 and 
at laſt, by the advice of Mr. Brooke, I have de- 
__ termined to ſet her up in a ſhop, by which ſhe may * 

| DE enabled to provide for herſelf and little ones. 
+ Should ſhe ' ſucceed, I ſhall at leaſt enjoy the happi-. ml 
ts neſs of reflecting, that I have adminiſtered conſolation - al 

do the wretched, mitigated the pang of miſery, and 

a * means of ſupport. to 1 _ bo e 
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poſture before 
and tenderly — the cauſe of her ſeriouſneſs; 
when ſhe ſighed and ſaid, Oh, Mr. Wilton, I am 
e born to be unhappy—1 am really the child of 
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This, Benfield, will afford a pleaſure of which pride 
need not be aſhamed to boaſt, and gives me now 
more ſolid ſatis faction and real joy than all the ſenſual 
pleaſures of which the moſt diſſipated libertine can 
Participate. It is laſting, and will bear the recollec- 


tion; whilſt the turpitude of all ſenſual gratifications 
grates upon the memory, impairs the conſtitution, 


and leaves behind it a hateful deformity. 


We finiſhed our bottle with cnctfalnals, and J. 


was very ſenſible that it operated more effectually to- 
wards the revival of my ſpirits and the invigoration 
of my health, than if I had drank water-gruel for 
twelve months. 


Tanz Gen paſſed without any | thing happening 


*that is worthy of recapitulation, On the fourth I 


found myſelf ſo much recovered, that I dreſſed and 


walked to Bertram-Hall. I was congratulated on 


my appearance abroad by the worthy family with all 
the ſincerity of unfeigned friendſhip. Olivia alone 
=. ſeemed melancholy and penſive; and as I could not 


divine the cauſe, I felt all the pangs of jealouſy and 


diſcontent. So thin is the partition which ſeparates 


- happineſs from miſery, that we frequently experience 
the extremes of *plgaſure and of pain in the revolu- 


tes. She was ſtanding in a muſing 
window. I advanced towards her, 


ion of a few 


. misfortune”—and then abruptly left the room. 


Tus gloom which her ſorrowful expreſſions and 


G * BN * 7 


abrupt departure ſpread over my mind was viſible . | 
5 Sir Robert and Lady Bertram. r 


Six Robert a himſelf to me, ated. if 55 
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the dread that-Olivia 1s a victim to ſome ant. 
melancholy. 2 


* 
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« ] Hor not,” replied Lady Bertram; © but 
e her emotions have of late been extremely violent; - 
“ and her efforts to conceal them may have produced 
te ſome effect upon her delicate frame. The anxie- 
« ties her mind has lately experienced are too much 
&« for her ſtrength, but I hope a few days will * 
we fectly re-eſtabliſh her health.” _ 


* ADDED to this,” ſaid Sir Robert, „ Mr. Long- 


« ford was here yefterday, and ſeemed much more 


« deranged than uſual, as he was quite importunate 
« with Olivia to appoint their wedding-day. This 
7 delafive idea he has long harboured, and being ap- 


oo prized of your rencounter with Mr. Fennell, he 


© laughs immoderately at the duel, reprehends the 
* folly of the combatants, and ſays he ſhall be the 
e happy man, though you fight it over again. The 
« unhappy ſtate of his intellects ſeems to have had 
“ ſome effect upon Olivia, as ſhe is more penſive 
* and * than ſhe was before he came.“ 


IWa KED into the anden and 8 the lovely 
ereature ſitting in the arbour, Wit 

upon her hand. She was reading round at- 
tention, but on my walking towards her ſhe ard 
and I perceived chat the ſubject of her meditation was 
{SHERLOCK on. Death.“ I aſked her, es the choſe _ 
0 1 an entertainment? 


Sur anſwered, T he ſubject, Mr. Witon, is 
* momentous 3 — ſince it is a debt we muſt all one 
pay, it behoves us to conſider it ſeriouſiy, 


A that we may diſcharge it with a I . 5 
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« VERY well, Sir Robert, but I am dejected by - 


ze reclined * 
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(<6, As Wilton ! ! my. fears are ominous,” * 
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I wis8ED to divert her thoughts from this melan- 
choly contemplation, and replied, I coincide with 


your obſervations ; but may I preſume to enquire 
the cauſe of thoſe expreſſions which you uttered, 
when you left the parlour ?*”? 


f ' 


« Have I not ſufficient cauſe, Sir? Am1 not the 
cauſe, the innocent involuntary cauſe, of all the 
various diſaſters which the compaſs of a few days 
have n ip 


„Lr not, my deareſt Olivia, the remembrance 
of ſuch egregious folly prey upon your mind 
and diſturb your peace. It is now over; it will 
be forgotten and buried in oblivion in lets time | 


than it was in the contrivance.” 


« Aa Mr. Wilton, you are-not apprized of the 
dark complexion of Mr. Fennell's character. I 
have had reaſon to inveſtigate his diſpoſition, and 
I am thoroughly ſatisfied that his malice, however 
latent, is as active as it is inveterate, and will not 
eaſily be diſappointed or ſubdued, You will be 


the object of his unrelenting vengeance, if he lives; 
and if he dies; a proſpe&t ſtill more r 


| Rete * to my view.” 


IIs ASD are you, my angel, 0 thoughtful for my 


Gafety? Lay aſide your fears. I truſt in an all- 
ſeeing Providence and the laws of 55 country for 
protection.“ . 


. 


— 


"E 


4 r them then, Glivia, preſoge happineſs ant 
| train ality to our boſoms 1? 


es 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 95 


I pur one arm round her waiſt, the other was 


flung in a handkerchief. Shall I hope, that when 


66 


66 


« to eſtabliſh my happineſs on a laſting baſis, by ac- 
« cepting of one who is altogether unworthy of 
« you ?” 

« BRELIEVE me, Wilton, I am above diſguiſe, and 
cc have not a wiſh at preſent to conceal the bias of 
« my heart from you ; but, however inclination may 
« plead in your favour, there are circumſtances in 
« my caſe which may operate as impediments with 
« you, which will not be eafily developed. You 
« muſt ſpare me the recital—it is delicate---it would 

be affliftive—I ingenuouſly refer you to Sir 
” Robert.” 
«© War circumſtances, Olivia, can impede our 
union, founded on a reciprocal affection? You 
&« refer me to Sir Robert: to him I will then im- 
% mediately apply, and ſolicit his conſents to a W 


the cheering ray of comfort diſſipates your preſent 
fears, ſhall I preſume to hope, that you will deign 


conſummation of our mutual happineſs. 5. 25 


„ BE not too precipitate, Sir, nor yet too ſanguine. 


CC 
cc 


«c 


. cc 


Happineſs i is not always the reward of mutual af- 
fection; and the more eager your expeRation, the 
more fatal may be your Mappe 


« Talx not of diſappointment, my Olivia ; iis; 


I be unhappy when Poſſeſſed of you: 277 > 155.08 


* * 
5 


1 a fervid kiſs upon ber lips-ſhe 


permitted it without reluctance- our embraces were 


EN. 


*s 


: 5 15 ”y 

Fs MN 25 N * 
* * ö 
E 
ä 


>. 


2 
"op 
XY 
2 
— 

— 

* 


© 
* 
Ls 
0 as 
2 
8 
n 
224 
5 
9 


af * 
r 
3 Se 
Is 


1 r extacy inexpreſſible. 


* 


I this tender union of affection we were allalles4 


: ee the exclamation of „Oh, oh, Wer FE eus, 
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% you! What, billing 1 in my de e with my 
<6 wife . 


| Mx. "FREIE! was ſtanding oppoſite 2 us, and 
he continued his rhapſodical exclamation as follows: 


% My time, O ye Muſes, I happily ſpent, 
6 When Phoebe went with me wherever I went. 


« My grandmother ſung that ſong delightfully---] 
«© will not be jealous---jealouſy is a rank weed, it 
EF 7 __ in every clime. —Blow, blow, ye winds ; 
ce ye trees, ſhake.---Come, come, Olivia, let us go 
« to Mr. Brooke, he will marry us immediately.“ 


« Nor at preſent, Mr. Longford, you mult ex- 
4 guſe me, replied Olivia. be 


* WaaAr are you afraid of?“ returned he: Mar- 
riage is not a poors tax. 
© The laſſes of Tyne 


4 They go ſo fine, | 
% We'll all to cequet and woo,— 


* Our chamber-maid ſings that breetly.”, 


= cc on ſoul !“ ſaid Olivia, ewhiat Gould 1 give for 
cc the reſtoration of By intellects! 3 : 


a Do 7 me, Olivia? e take this 
« woodbine ; ſmell it---it is very ſweet, and won't 
« do you half the harm that a bloody huſband will. 
% .-Huſh, huſh, don't tell ſecrets.—Blood, blood, 
«© wounds, gaping wounds, are not fit companions 
-s bra lady's ear. I'II fight Done, "Olivia-=- 


e Aſſume the God, affect the aha, | Es 
And ſeem to ſhake the e _ re 


573 Pioss cries for blood.” 


* 
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- ALL this time I held Olivia's hand graſped in 
 mine.—She trembled---I looked at her---her colour 
changed to a deadly . | 


% LET us go, Mr. Wilton,” ſaid ſhe, in a whiſ- 
per, and let me adviſe you to withdraw. Your 
«« preſence adds to his diſorder.” 


I wisHED her to avoid his company, as it 
ſeemed to diſcompoſe her ; and, recommending her 
to be particularly attentive to her own health, I * 
her ſighing for poor Mr. Longford. 


2 | | . 
LRT FTRKR 
FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. | 4 5 
DEAR SIR, 


"HAT I might not be interrupted in my applies 
tion to Sir Robert by the unſeaſonable inter- 


4. 0 of poor Longford, I ſent a card to the for- 


mer, requeſting the konour of his company in the 
evening, He was punQuual i in his attendance, 


Buinc ſeated, I addreſſed him thus : et Sir Robert, 
« it was with your permiſſion that I firſt paid my ad- 
« dreſſes to Olivia; and having been ſo fortunate as 


«to merit her attention, ſhe has ingenuouſly refer- 


© red me to you for a developement of ſome myſte- 
« rious circumſtances relative to herſelf, hien ſhe 


« candidly confeſſes it would be e ab | 


3 ing 9 ber mind to relate.“ e : 

cc. "Me. Wilton, "AP Tape Sir . « it was 
+ 1. never my wiſh to lay; the leaſt reſtraint upon 
2 the inclinations of Olivia : 1 3 dee 
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4c her capable of judging and determining for her- 


4 ſelf, even in the important article of marriage. 
2 Conſcious of her propriety in chuſing a partner for 
life, I have carefully attended to the bias of her 


4 affections, in the many liberal offers with which 
4 the hath, been honoured; and I candidly acknow- 
4 ledge, that the hath not upon the. — 


66 deceived me.“ 


a Mauna partiality, Sir Robert, I 1 does me 
honour, and I hope, o. our alliance: will not diminiſh 


46 it,” | 


« Hz RE, Mr. Wiltan, you. are. probably under a 


0 miſtake. Vour alliance with Olivia will prove 


c none with my family. She: is no daughter, ſhe 1s 
4 ho relation of mine, as common fame reports her, 
„% You ſcem amazed ! Believe. me, what I aſſert is 
* nothing but the truth, You have acted openly and 
« generouſly, I know you to be the ſon and heir of 
, Lord'Wilton. At preſent ſuppreſs your curioſity. 


ce The day that unites your hands, a fortune of fifty 


— 


£ ; 4s * Sir Robert.“ | 


«thouſand pounds awaits you. This I give to the: 
et merit of my adopted e 


* Alrnovch, Sir Robert, you have excited my 


0 * curioſity, I — to pry further than your can- 


£6. r wWäll allow. 


%. Mx. Wilton, Loſbonin'any' union is 3 
e every particular relative to the lady ſhall: * e- 
0 | 


Mx warmeſt derten aue te Sar 


* 


Ne oomplimentary: 1 Mr. eee A 


e 8 we * nothing of Mr. Fernellz; 1 


r EE "WP 
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hope his wounds are not dangerous; and yet the 
ce filente that ſeems to reign upon this ſubject is cer- 
5 7 no' favourable prefage“ “ 


cc nein be the event, Sir Robert, I ar! : 


« calmly await the deciſion of the laws of my 


e count I was inſulted, challenged, dragged 
into a neceflity' of ſelf-defehie ; and if 1 bend, 
« beer ſo fortunate as to be the inſtrument! to chaſ- 
c tiſe ſuch inſdlence, I ſhall firmly rely on that 
« Power who will not finally ſuffer Inttocence to be 


a wronged, and Arrogance to triumph. x 


Ayres a ſhort' general converſation Sir Robert 
retired. 


Tur next morning, being anxious to acquait the 
worthy Mr. Brooke with my ſaccefs, and the hopes 
which I have now reaſon to entertain of my future 
happineſs, I went to the Vicarage; but, alas] the good 


man” Was- no more! One of thoſe fatal 4c #7 
to* which this chequered life is liable, and which 


human prudence can neither foreſee nor prevent, had 
ſuddenly deprived this benevolent man of his 


exiſtence. 


| Wikis I caitie th wür wekts: I odſitved a "er of : 


people by the ſide of the river. I walked towards 


them -a ſilent ſorrow reigned - amongft them they 


were the inhabitants of the village. I enquired, the 


canfe why they were aflembled there; when one of 
them pointing with his finger---I looked: and, oh 
Benfield! beheld a ſight of woe! Poor Brooke was 


Bing, on the 223 of the WANSBECK), cold, Pak 
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above its uſual level--there was no other paſſage than 
by means of itones placed about two feet aſunder, and 
piled one upon the other near three feet high---the 
water juſt running over them :---he had ſlipped ot 
one of the ſtones, and was uefortanately drowned, 


I ves1REeD them to bear home the body, and 
walked to Bertram-Hall to acquaint the family with 
the misfortune. I no ſooner entered than I perceived 
they were 2 en of the loſs of their real 


| Chriſtian Paſtor. 


Sin Robert was fitting with his arms folded, lean- 
ing ow” the back * his chair, , and thou _ 
ful. 


LA Dp «Bertram had been in tears, but Yor grief 
was ſomewhat abated. 9015 


OLv1 1 was ſitting with Sherlock in her hand, As 
ſoon as ſhe ſaw me, ſhe ſaid, © Oh Mr. Wilton, poor 
«© Mr. Brooke is — her grief overcame her, and 
her tears plentifully bedewed her pallid cheeks. 


9 1 ATTEMPTED to 3 her, but the fullneſs of 
my own heart totally fruſtrated my intention. I 
aſked Sir Robert if he would walk to the Vicarage, 
as our preſence in this melancholy Fates might 


| | ey conſolatory, 


60 Ricnr,” ſaid Sir Robert, ſtarting as his re- 
verie---< Poor Brooke you delerved a better fate. 
1 Let us £0.” | 


Wann we edtered, Mrs. Brooke preſented t to our 
eyes the very image of Diſtraction, but not act uated 
E I the lent. e of ſorrow. ers was tearing her 
8 T dae 7 


-» 
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hair, beating her breaſt, and raving with all the wild- 


neſs of a maniac. I condoled with her, and endea- 


voured, by a variety of arguments, to alleviate her 


ſeeming diſtreſs. She liſtened, became more rational, 
and at laſt her grief ſubſided into a placid calm. In 
the mean time, Sir Robert was giving directions for 
the future funeral, as Mrs. Brooke ſeemed wholly in- 
capacitated for ſo ſorrowful a charge. 


On the day of interment, all the inhabitants of 
the pariſh aſſembled in the ehurch- yard, with anxiety 
and ſorrow, to ſee their worthy and begevolent Paſtor 
laid in the grave. During the ceremony theſe grate- 
ful mourners were ſilent, ſolemn, and attentive ; but 
when the body was committed to the earth, afhes 10 
« afhes, duſt to duſt,” their grief could no longer be 
reſtrained, and the whole company burſt into tears; 
there was not one dry eye to be ſeen. The grave 
I cloſed up, ſome of them returned in ſorrow to 
their homes, but many individuals remained upon 
the | ſpot, recounting his virtues, and deſcanting on 
his humility and piety, This I deem to be the wor- 
thieſt tribute that can be paid to the . of a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel. 


Ma. Brooke had been twice married ; and by his 


firſt wife had one daughter, who had Ee with her 


grandfather by the mother's fide fince his ſecond mar- 


riage, which was not approved of by his relations. 


She was about ſixteen, graceful, lovely, and in her 


grief more beautiful. She was inconſolable for the 


loſs of her beloved father: an endeavour to 2 
her ſorrow gave birth to the "MY Elegy. 
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& ma THE ORPHAN: 
er r 1 . ” 
2 
Warne flver Wax SBECK rolls his erylightide, - 
And laves the margin with a gur gling ſur ge 3 


While willows weeping on its ruſhy ſide 
Pour to * hollow Sale a moyraful Ke 


F 


We 


T he . ANNA, - *neath a 3 plane, 
Whoſe ample foliage ſpread, a deep'ning ſhade, 
Wail'd to the breezes,” in a ſorrowing ſtrain, 
The e ants ang the A maid. 


* 


* 41 oc II. 1 

Jun feen ets bead had 8 
Her boſom juſt had heav'd the tender ab $© 

And roly nee dprightly Law begun 


- 


IV. 


But now her locks play'd Jooſely i in the breeze, 

Her modeſt veſture careleſs traiꝰd behind 3 
Her face no longer beam'd with ſmiles of eaſe, ' 
But inark'd "_ rooted troubles of ber mind. 


: 


The Load: orb'd regent, of the parting 27 


Had flaming ſunk beneath yon weſtern hill; 
His beams no more upon old WAansBECK play, 


©, No more they glitter on yon tinkling rill. 


* 


1 * 


* 


VI. ThE 
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The white-rob'd regent of the ſilent night 
Juſt peep'd with ſilver radiance from the ſea 5 
To reſt the warbler wing'd his rapid flight, 
To reſt the, plover whiſtled o'er the lea; 


VII. 


The howling wind in ſolemn ſilence huſh'd, | 
Of the tall pine ſcarce moy'd a tremulous leaf; 


No footſtep rude along the meadow brufid, 
Where ANNA lay with feelings loſt in grief. 
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VIII. N 


At this calm hour, 1 the plane · tree's fade, 
The gentle mourner, with complexion wan, 
Where verdant moſs a velvet carpet made, | I 


Heav d her fad boſom and in tears began: 


XI. 
ce Thou IR ſtream along whoſe ſedgy £4 
With vacant mind, my infant years I pf 4, 
Now o'er thy pebbles roll thy hateful tide, 
The gloom of ſorrow O er my brow is caſt. 


% No more, with playful ſtep, upon thy brink, 3 
I'll cheerful lead the choral band along; ME ey. 
Nor view thy finny tenants ſport and drink, * A 

Nor tread thy margin midſt the laughing throng. 
„ 1 
« The modeſt flow'rets that adorn thy bank, * © * 
Which oft [*ve cull'd to weave the vernal wreath jy - 


The primroſe pale, the golden eowſlip dank, re: & 
Shall bloom untouch'd, and the lone wanderer pleaſh. 
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XII. 


« To theſe ſweet paſtimes here I bid adieu! 
Which joy and comfort gave my youthful mind, 

When every morn brought Pleaſure to my view z 
For Pleaſures fled, and Woe purſues behind. 


XIII. 


* Thou ſilent moon, that from thy ſilver ſphere 
Doſt ſkeping mortals watch with ſocial ray, 

Could'it thou no aid afford a parent dear, 

No glimmering beam io guide his wat'ry way? 


XIV. 


“ O eruel WANSBECK, once my much-Joy'd ſtream, 
Which fondly I've in liſping accents ſung | 

Made thee from morn till night my darling theme, 
While to my father” $ fond, embrace I clung 


pon xv . | 
4% That dear-loy'd father, who in hapleſs ns” 
*Midft the dark horrors of night's dreary gloom, 


Sunk midſt thy billows, whilſt no friendly power 
Was near to ſave him ſram his hapleſs doom 


XVI. 


« Ocruel WANSBECK, why did roaring waves 
Burſt from their ſources in that evil hour, 
And the green margin which thy current laves, 
_ .» Oferwhelm, at once, with ſuch reſiſtleſs power. 


XVII. 


Had but the eye of ſome fond friend beheld 

The treacherous ſtep which plung'd him in the wave, 

A prompt aſſiſtance had his fate repell'd, | 
And fav'd him, timely, from the wat'ry grave. 


XVIII, “ For 


23 
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« For who could ſee without a weeping eye, 
Who could behold, and no aſſiſtance give, 
A fellow-creature midſt theſe billows lie, 
Who vainly ſtruggled, and who wiſh'd to live! 


| XIX. 
« But ah ! he's gone: and who, with watchful eye, 
Shall lead my youthful ſteps to ripen'd age, 
Point to the ſcene where lurking dangers lie, 
Correct my faults, my throbbing woes aſſuage? 
My other parent, gentle, juſt, and wife, - 
Her infant offspring ſcarcely ever knew; 


For while her foſtering boſom huſh'd my Cries, | 
Her heavenly ſpirit to its region flew. | 


XXI. 


* On the wide world an helpleſs orphan thrown, - 5 
What generous friendſhip will my wants ſupply ef 

Ah! none; tor now, unfriended and alone, : 
THE WORLD will view me with unfeeling eye.“ 


XXII. 
Who now will kindly teach my tender mind 
To chooſe the good, the evil courſes ſhun ? 
Shew me what ViRTVE- has in truth defign'd' 
For thoſe who from all vicious courſes run ? 


XXIII. 


© Drear is the proſpe&-which around me lies z | 
What ſad ideas wring my, troubled ſoul, 12 

While ſovereigu RR As ON the dread conflict flies, | 

Winch ſhould wild ain s turbid rage wan 


P 5. | xxv * Hos 
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XXIV. 


6 * ſweet, now pleaſing, was my early dawn, 
No ſable clouds obſcur d the bright ſerene; 
Gay ſocial comforts met me on the lawn, 


And kindly led me to the charming eee. 


XXY. 


But ah ! how tranſient was thejr ſullen date ! 
From my frail graſp they fled in wrath away z : 
Stern were the mandates of unfeeling Fate; 
And Joy's faint glimpſes like a winter's day. 


XXVI. 
© Thou gentle ſpirit, if from realms on high 
Thou now behold'f thy mournful daughter laid 
Beneath this covert, heal her throbbing figh, 
| oa ſooth the anguiſh of a weeping maid ! 


XXVII. 


The keen rebuke from every chiding tongue, 
Will gladly make my fad dependence known; 


And bitter taunts, with dire aſperſions hung, 
* my peace now my dear father's — ! 
XXVIH, : 


« What eye but ſheds the ſympathetictear 
At the ſad tale replete with ghaſtly woe; 


What breaſt but feels the ſoft contagion near, | 
When ſighs and tears from kindred boſoms flow 1 


| XXIX. 
« Ves, there is one, one ever- ſnameleſs eye 


That neither wept, nor join d the general grief; 


| A wite, foul i ingrate ! heay'd not Sorrow's ſeh : * 
Her boſom Knows not Sorrowꝰs ſoft relief. 


wot * 1 
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& Can I forget that ever-mournful ſight, 
(Oh blot it out from memory's woeful page l) 
When I beheld my father's wretched plight, 
The bloated victim of the water's rage? 


xxxl. 


« Whilſt circling TI xx rolls on its rapid wheel, 

And Life's warm current ſwells my youthful deine 
Shall I forget what my young heart did feel, 

When firſt I ſaw thy ſtreaming TY ſtains ! 


xxxII. 


« Thrice I attempted, but my powers fail'd ; 
Lifeleſs I fell before the awful door 

Thrice more I ſtrainꝰd, ere once my ſtrength prevail d, 
All pale and weak, to quit the crimſon'd floor. 


V | | 
The deep impreſſion, with a harrowing gloom, 
Sunk in my mind: each vital feeling bled. 
My peace, m y pleaſure's buried in yon tomb; 
And * joy with my dear father fled, 


XXXIV. 


« Thou genial power of oft refreſhing ſleep, 
Where art thou hone, - and with thee my delight . 
I leave my pillow o'er my woes to weep, -__ 
And wail away the: * 1 of night.” 


Thus Anna ended ; and her pallid cheek _ 
Sunk on her ſhoulder, with a fainting eye 5: - 
Her faultering accents Sorrow's gripe beſpeak, | , 
"Whilſt from hey boſom: burſt Affliction's gh ; | 
9 „ > ns 


4 2 3 
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XXXVI. 
When thro? the void a glimmering radiance ſhot, 
And faint illum'd the verdant ſcene around ; 
Two aerial Beings gleam'd upon the ſpot, 
Where the fair mourner wept along the ground. 


- XXXVII. 


one rous'd freſh anguiſh in her drooping breaſt, 
For all the FAT HER clearly ſhe could trace; 
The other ſmil'd, in ſweet complacence dreſs'd, 


And fancy painted her fond MoTHER's face. 


XXXVIII. 


« Why weeps: my child ?” the tender FATHER ſaid - 
« Why ſinks ſhe ſadly *neath this load of grief? 

Tho”. in the grave my mouldering-body's laid, 
Where Life's misfortunes find a ſure relief, 


XXXIX.. i 
& Full were my years upon the mortal ſtage.— 
The only wiſh that warp'd my feeling mind, 
Was but to live to train thy infant age, 
That when : dy d thou might'ſt not grieve behind. 


XL. 


Dread Fate forbade i: The gentle Mor BER ſpoke, 
A ſmile of pity ſmooth'd her placid brow, 
« Weep, not, my child, at this tremendous ſtroke, 


 Tho' long, long ſince, death loos'd my bridal yow, 


. 
« Dread not pale Want, that ever - ghaſtly foe, 
Dread not keen inſult from the ſcoffing world; 
| Al have their portion of corroding woe, 


"And deep afttion 0'er each bead is bar. : 
| XII. 10 | 
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XIII. 


& In yon lone ſhades behold my reverend ſire, 
Whoſe ſilver locks upon his ſhoulders play; 
There ſee my ſiſters ſtill with love aſpire 
To imooth his paſſage on Life's chequer'd way. 


XLIII. 
* They ſhall ſupply a tender mother's care, 
With ſweet compaſſion feed thy early wants; 
Whilſt he with pleaſure hears thy morning prayer 
For that ſupport his liberal kindneſs grants. 
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XLIV. 


„Then ceaſe thy weeping, nor hereafter mourn; 
Again we'll meet near HEAVEN'S ſeraphic throne 3 
But never more can we to thee return, 


Twixt this dread Now and thy life” s parting groan,” 


r „FFT 
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XL. 
Theſe words pronoune'd, the pleaſing viſeo fled; 
A fable darkneſs wrapt in night the green; 


The gentle mourner left her moſſy bed, 
And long remember d the inſtructive ſcene. 
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You will perceive: that fin days have elapſed 
fince the commencement of this letter, during which 
time I have not heard a ſyllable relative to Mr? Fen- 
nell. I muſt frankly acknowledge, that although I 
was ill-treated. by him in the extreme, I am very 
ſolicitous to know the ſtate of his health. If his 
wounds ſhould prove mortal, I have: entailed upon 

myſelf a never-dying ſting of. wretchedneſs, I might 

have refuſed to-meet him; and however diſhonourable |} 

'_ this conduct would have appeared ; in the eyes of the 
world, it would have brought 1 more peace to my 

on mind, than I ſhall ever again ran on the _ 
event of his de ath. | < | 


n 


5 35 ma more ** 


418. 
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Six Robert informed me this morning that Mrs. 
Brooke, with all the inſenſibility of an inanimate 


ſubſtance, with all the callous cruelty to which the 


ſex ſhould be total ſtrangers, packed up what move- 
ables ſhe could carry, and decamped late laſt night 
leaving her two innocent babes to the mercy of the 
wide world. Sir Robert, with a characteriſtic cle- 
mency, hath taken them under his care, with an in- 


_ tention to educate and bring them up in a manner that 


is ſuitable to their birth and expectations. 


DvustxG this converſation he acquainted me with 


ſome traits in the character of Mrs. Brooke which are 


not very amiable, and which had for ſome years ren- 


_ dered the mind of her unfortunate huſband extremely 
unhappy. The little cherubs while we were talking 


Tippe ed out of the room: on miſſing them, 1 
ed to the Vicarage, ſuppoſing of courſe they 


were gone to their n home. 


I younDd them in the parlour, with their 3 


elaſped together, e and crying for their 


RAIN. 


UST as 1 3 the elder was » ſaying, * « Oh 
| lliam, we- ſhall never fee papa more---no more 
«c 2 is dead and buried in the 1 bf but 


* Pn ah is mamma 15 
n 


. ea us to bed 10 nigh 


. 


a4 


1 * male was Suse to e ek al- 


5 255 her tears flowed as faſt as theirs,---* Poor 
3 ba 


ies? 1 am afraid; you ** never ſee . mam- 
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« Waar for, Hannah?“ cried the eldeſt; I am 
« ſure wenever offended mamma 3; why ſhall we ſee 
c her no more? 


Iwas truly affected with hae innocence and 2 
and taking them both by the hands, ſaid, Come, 
«« my dear chilären, go with me to the Hall---weep 
«© no More: 5 


46 Ma. Wilton,” re lied Charles,“ will you tell me 
« where Papa 1s ? N told me he Was Zone 


« from home. When will he come back !“ 


1 was at a loſs what to anſwer to ſuch ſweet ſim- 


„ SS % 


plicity 3 ; yet ſaid, © My dear Charles, your Papa 1 


in heaven; vou will meet bim there.“ 


22 75 Cous. then, Mr, Wilton, let us g03 1 want to 


c fee my el 


W walked to Rertram-Ball, and I W of. 
Sir Robert to allow me to take the charge of my 
pretty  cowllip-gatherer, promiſing to be particularly 
attentive to his conduct and education. Sir Robert 


complied; and it ſhall be my anxious care to exe- 


cute this taſk with punctuality, as the only return I 
can make to the memory of a worthy man, whoſe 
. I - ſhall long e, whaſe e 1 

. ever . 
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LETTER XLII. 


FROM THE SAME TO THE SAME. 
DEAR BENFIELD, 
Ie. ever ſuperſtition had any influence upon my mind, 
it is at this preſent. moment; for 1 begin to ſuſ- 
pect that the malice of my father's imprecation is now 
beginning to purſue me. But whether this idea pro- 
ceeds from the ſolemn ſtillneſs which pervades the 
gloomy confines of the priſon in which I am now in- 
cloſed, or that theſe melancholy reflections are in- 
tailed by fate upon the children of diſobedience, I 1 
will not at preſent pretend to determine. I ſhould 
hope the impreſſion reſults ſolely from the horror of 
theſe dreary walls, and the terror which malicious ac- 
euſation muſt impoſe on every mind. The ſtones 
which ſurround. me are bedaubed with ſallow green, 
the produce of filth, and the ſilent working hand of 
Ti ime; and the cryſtal drops, which glitter on 
mem, indicate a chilly , ariſing from 2 ſtag- 
ant and putrid air. >] 


Mona, Benfield, has a Forrid mond; but I 
kope F am guiltleſs of the infernal charge, though a 
ecloſe priſoner in a dreary dungeon in Moxr ETH 
aol. Of what continuance my confinement will be, 

meme progreſs of Pime can alone determine. 


IAD not ſo perfect a knowledge of the invete- 

_ rate malice and unrelenting revenge of my ſpiteful: | 2 
rival as Olivia. Her fears were preſaging ; and 2 
hat. ſhe preſaged, Mr. Fennell's vengeance is now. Eg 
nAttempting to pe - 2trate. Though perfeRly ac. 
RE = to. the Joſt * of. the laws of * 5 
: £5 3 "a 


«4 2 V | At = 
3 5 ff "4 
* 1 # * ” = 

* V's, „ 

» * „ Þ 1 


formation might 1 irritate your ſenſibility, and a 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. „ 113 


try, I will not tamely ſubmit myſelf to be kept 2 
priſoner in a dungeon on a ſuppoſititious accuſations 
however powerful my accuſer may be in the county» 
however authoritative his connections. No report 
even has yet been circulated of Fennell's death, and if 
the event had happened, rumour would have buſily 
proclaimed i it. If my preſent confinement be the con- 
trivance of malice, it ſhall not long eſcape an, 
tion. 6 


Bor I ſhall now proceed to acquaint you with the 
particular circumſtances of my preſent ſituation. Un- 
der a ſurmiſe that Mr. Longford had departed from 
Bertram- Hall, I walked thither in the forenoon, and, 
prevailing upon my dear Olivia to favour me with 
her company in the park, we ſat down upon the ver- 


dant turf beneath the ſhade of our favourite. «ls 


more. 


« AM ſurpriſed, Mr. Wilton,” ſaid Olivia, cc that 
«© you have not heard from Mr. Benfield ; he is cer- 
« tainly worſe, or hath received ſome nec 


« intelligence relative to your ſiſter, which ke 


% wiſhes to conceal from you at preſent, leſt the in- 


6 9 the reſtoration of your health.“ 3 


4 1 5 I HOPE not, my dear; I rather conclude, be 


Rv hath nothing of importance concerning my ſiſter to 


% acquaint me with, or I am confident I ſhould, be- 
fore this, have received the information. From a 


11 thorough knowledge of the activity of Mr. Ben- 


* 


t field's mind, I dare aver that he is not at preſent 

Ex! idle, but hath attempted many deep-laid nne 

bn gr | the rr of his loſt miſtreſs.” -, Nt | 
„ . 
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4. THE: DENIAL; O ky 


INE RED, Mr. Wilton, I am very a anxious to 
OI hear of the deſtiny of my ſuffering ſiſter. p 


1: Leun. ſuffering ſiſter, my angel 1's 


II On Sir, . the Wr ! it was a flip 
* of inconſideration.“ | 

1 No pardon, Fe EG me PR hall be your 
ee ſiſter. But when, oh when will that happy day 
1 arrive ꝭ ſay when ſhall this aged rake place? 


«© $1n Robert and Lady Bertram,” replied Oli- 
via, with their wonted benevolence towards me, 

: £ have left this appointment to my own determina- 

| one” Sir Robert hath informed me of every 
dar which paſſed betwixt von and him at 
aft interview. His goodneſs to me was ever 
» humane, and ſympathetic ; his bounty 


— 2 en dre expetintion.” 


| * . Stxer, my Olivia, you are in this caſe left to 
4 your own determination, would you with to pro- 
tract my miſery ? for miſerable T muſt inceſſantly 
4 be, until I am united * by the facred bonds 

« of God and mane”. 4 


„ „ rewe me, Wilton, 1 re not the leaſt wiſh 

4 to protract your miſery ; I have not a hope beyond 

e the eonſummation of your happineſs. But can you, 

. my Wilton, be happy under the fatality of a fa- 

„ chers curſe; when a mother, amiable for her vir- 

e tues, and reſpectable for her ſufferings ; when a 

+45 Fifter, a beloved ſiſter, is pining beneath the 

e pangs of diſappointment, and languiſhing under 
tte gloomy hgrrors of a cloſe confinement; your- 
elf not recovered from your wounds, and * life 
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«« gr death of your opponent in a ſtate of abſolute 
cc uncertainty : under all theſe awful conſiderations, 


« can you, my Wilton, be happy?“ 


"Tux Is recapitulation of true but terrific dents 
arouſed, in a moment, every feeling of my ſoul. I 
ſtarted from my graſly ſeat, and with a look of hor- 
ror— as Olivia afterwards told me---expreſlive of 

every internal anguiſh, exclaimed, Oh Olivia, you 
e have harrowed up my very ſoul by an enumera- 
« tion of preſſing evils, which were dormant, and, 
from the predominancy of my ardent love for you, 
% almoſt forgotten. Wretch that I am, whither 
« ſhall I fly ! Where ſhall [ hide myſelf from the 
er ſearching eye of an all- ſeeing God, whoſe venge- 
«© ance purſues me as a diſobedient - outcaſt--- 


Ather by mv : 


” hated, curſed by my rathei=—=Ry Ra 
«c In gratitude, involved in the bittereft miſeryl“ 
Raiſing my hands and eyes to heaven, in dhe an- 


guiſh,of my heart I uttered, © Merciful Heaven! 


* forgive and pardon an undutiful ſon, who, from a 

* wiſh to purſue the path of rectitude, may have 

« erred, and by his error hath fatally, though not 

, intentionally, inyolved the f N of en, 3» 
* zhe guilt of his aun comes - 


cc Witron, Wilton 3 


Olivia, with a look of ſweetneſs and complacency, 
was reſting her head upon my ſhoulder, 


. revived ; and, in a fit of ecſtacy, 7 claſped the charm- 


75 ed to my panting boſom, and TY 


Wis Olivia, Jam happy!“ 


5 922 88 . my officiouſueſs ; g 1 mean 
8 5 46 


* 
N 
Sp 
Ps. 


 ; 
2 


1 rx rp from my reverie; and W thas. | 


My horror 
: was dipelled 3 in a moment; Lo , all powerful Love; 


0 * Rd 
. 2 8 = > 
* 8 — 

N 8 FS # — - 


8 el hs os Is 
— ” F, Bu * yo 0 2 — 
r x7 P —+.-- AL N "I "OW OI) 2 * " 
FE Ge Sn Crag Is % — ern Av — 
* LY. by 32 RO” 88 . — n =? 
m4 Ng ; * - KLE I $A YT on or n= Coe 
[4 \ , p þ > £ 22 . * " 
* - +4 ind be — * — = ,- 
»» FRE d <—_— 


1 
Y 46% 2 A 
. {> th 


=> * 
"4 KAY 
* 


5 
1 
IS 
3 


AS. ys = — 
22 — > aa — * —4 — Hh 
* TI” REL * "a r r — po ww * = A 
„ 3 n — 9 — 1 "RE, DP | (SW. — « — _ 
* / TT 
3 2 2 Ne 


+. 4 0-7 3-' 
=y — 2 1 4 — = 4 bp 0 4 * 
. * P — * — 
I A giv — a 


0 
CY 
* 


; — — * 
S 


n 7 NET; 2 
: ' ws "hm" — 22 
Tour >. ; 
FRI 212 WE, SIE, 
ISR TY KN TR 


Ar 


he Ik be 


© « q 
ny _ 
r 
S SET an 
, PINS 2 28" 


— wr 
wy — — 
ILSS EI. 
8 g 
2 =: 


2016 HE DENIAL ; on, 
* not to wring your Fees by any — of 
9 ingratitude. R 


« You have not a and therefore aſk 
s not forgivenefs.” - 


* On yes, I excited unpleaſing ideas in your mind, 
« Yet, believe me, my e is involved in 
© "of | 


80 faying, ſhe covered her bluſhes in my boſom. 
Silence enſued.---The ſcene, Benfield, was tender. 
To attempt a deſcription of my own feelings, and [ 


believe they were reciprocal, would be e ernte, 
would be abſurd. Sa 


" AFT2x 2 certain pauſe, this 1 ſtill pleafiog rapture 
begai to ſubſide; and, looking around, I eſpied two 
men coming towards us. We walked forwards. The 
came to us, when one of them faid, cc Pray, Sir, 18 
* 2 demand Wilton ?*” 


I axawereD in the affirmative, He inſtantly 
* — his hand upen my ſhoulder, and ſaid, I 
«arreſt you in the "Hg name; you are my pri- 
1 ſoner. 5 | 


2 


1 In FOR M me for what « crime el am arreſted. . 

7255 #43" 1 

1 Fon” wokvun: Sir! Von are ed for the 

Et. P -wilful murder of John Fennell, "Eſq; as worthy a 

„ en as 8 in the edunty.“ e 

th | 
$08 Paar, Mr. Conſtable, let me ſee the ware 

. rant 1 We: Lat are authorized to appreheod bs 

„ f | . 7 12 4 ; TEAS Ve = 


. - "2s . * 52 1 
43 CSF - 
: : , 2 
— * * T $ To 
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„% Coms, Sir, come along,” ſaid the fellow, 
« you ſhall ſee my anthority when you .come be- 
40 fore his honour the Juſtice, Sir Andrew Johnſon, 
1 the uncle of Mr. Fennell.” 


cc Excuse me, Mr. Conſtable, without you 1 
« mediately produce your warrant, I will not obey 
oe m_ authority.“ | 


« W1LL you not? then you muſt be forced to 
« obey !”” At the ſame inſtant they both ſeized me 
by the collar. 


Or1via, faves: creature, 1 all the * had 


been in the moſt violent tremor, ſcreamed out and 
fainted in my arms. LI civilly requeſted them to 
ſtand. aloof until the lady was recovered, and I would | 
attend them. without reluctance. 


« No, no, Sir, the lady is only in a fainting i”; 3 
ce ſhe will come to herſelf preſently. We will never 
40 leave bold until we have you before Sir nen 


My attention was wholly employed over the 4 
object of all my hopes, while the unfeeling — 


beheld her agony without the leaſt emotion. 


| Sax looked up; but ſeeing they were fill holding 


me, ſhe relapſed into her former inſenſibility. I ad- 
jured them to keep at a little diſtance, promiſing not 
to make the leaſt attempt to leave them; but they 


were callous to all my entreaties. Fortunately, how- 


ever, Sir Robert and Lady Bertram came into the 


park, and perceiving my embarraſſed ſituation, the 
£ Aormer ran towards us, and enquired with muck ve- 


es what was dann matter. 
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218: THE DENIAU; OR, 
 Fanswersd;,. am arreſted for the WURDEr 
< of Mr. ann | 


40 Mans | 1s your warrant, Conſtable ? "Y ſig Sir 
1 | 


19 * 1 mw 8 Sir, 15 aid 1. ce but they 
4 refuſe to produce it. art | 


% Reps» to produce it!” replied: Sir Robert; 
«. Villains; Kad off 3, at che fame tire knocking 


one of them down with the thick end of his cane. 
"0 FORTE is e warrant?“ ſaid he to the 1 


. Mr panner vr iin his pooket, Sir. 2 


Orrs ks; at my —— kb off Faint and 
trembling, hanging upon the drm of Lady Bertram, | 


Tur dobghty Conſtable began to. riſe, and while 
ſitting on bis bree ch, he ſearched his pockets for the 


wur rant; Which As ſoon as he found, he jumped up 


* ny. and laid, 1.000% Nas there it is.“ 


S* Robert ok it, and, hevieg examined it, 
mud, « Mr. Wilton; it 192 — and you 
* orgs obey. T | . 


ee „I Evek meant to „ens. sir Robert. 


*. 
I 02 54 Teen 


5 : wit. L accompany = Me Wikkow, "0 sir 
n — 776 THT: 


Tas: carriage was 3 in a eu nninmnes; Ade 


: accommodate: Mr. Conftable; he was permitted tio 
mount behind. Sir Andrew: Johnſen lives at the 5 


- - diſtance of about ſeven or eight miles only from Ber- 


«, : 
r 1 « . > 
. | | n 
* ny 1 » — 5 
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tram-Hall; and on our arrival being announeed, we 
were, with all the pomp of Magiſtracy, ordered 
into his preſence. As ſoon as he beheld Sir Robert, 

I. perceived his countenance to change, and his au- 
thority ſat very aukwardly upon him. 
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« L sur rosz, Sir Robert, this- is the gentleman” 
who has murdered my nephew !?? * . 


„LAN own Sir Andrew, that you: ould giert bo 
« ſo harſh a name: Mr. Wilton was challenged by. 
« your nephew; and if, in defence of his honour, he 
tc wWas victorious, it is not juſt to brand him witt-fo 
c“ opprobrious an nogulations”' 
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> No matter, no matter, Sir Robert, who gave the. 
ou challenge, murder is committed, and I muſt com- 
« mit the murderer to MoR PET H GA0OL.“ 


6 SIR Andrew,” ſaid I, „ ſince I am thus un- 
_ fortunate, I ſhall calmly. awaiti the equitable de- 
« cifion: of the law; but pray, when did your ne-- 
« phew die 2” — The: interrogation ſtartled him, and. 
he made no anſwer. He ſat down at a table, where 
there were pens, paper, and ink, and began to- 


« WukEx he aroſe, he ſaid , © Here, Conſtable, 
<< is; the gentleman's commitment; take eſpecial 
* care. that he be lodged. «cloſe priſoner. eee 
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0 Yes, your: honour Sir FRE WS | YA mi : 
15-646 sa, what day did Mr. Fennel die?” 
"© Ag 1 ſhaking his bead F bak loſt A 5 
2 er to my eſtate, . as W a ben. "a 5 
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«© tleman as any between TaxzxmT and _ 
Four ' thouſand pounds a-year would have made 
any man loth to die, and leave all behind him. 
4 Sir Robert, 1 have been theſe twenty-nine years 
<<: three quarters and thirteen days in the commiſ- 
« ſion, and I never before committed a man for Mu- 
c DER. Thus to be compelled to proſecute the mur- 
«© derer of my nephew and heir, is not a little hard. ” 


« Paar, Sir Andrew, when do you purpoſe to 
“ inter Mr. Fennell * | 


eb Sir Andrew, ringing the bell, cried, 
4 Ralph, bring a bottle of wine ! the gentlemen 
4 have had a long journey. I have better wine, Sir,” 
 _ addrefling himſelf to me, than any you will E get in , 
* Morpeth wack, „ Mot TO | 0 
7ͤ Ep hop THO 
Tar had at wine was brought in in ; but all our 
E. interrogatories relative to the death of Mr. Fennel! 
3 were evaded, or intentionally not heard; which 
cauſed me ſhrewdly to ſuſpe& the whole of the tran- 
ſaction to be an impoſture. This had not eſcaped the 
penetration of Sir Robert, who became impatient to 
be-gone ; and taking leave of Sir Andrew, the Con- 
ſtable, as before, being poſted behind the carriage, 


we drove away. : 


lein Robert obſerved; that as we had 3 able to 
obtain nothing but evaſive and equivocating anſwers 
from this profound Juſtice, and as Mr. Fennell's houſe 
was only two miles out of our direct road, he would 
drive round, and endeavour, from the ſurprize of 

our unexpected viſit, to dive, if poſſible, into tho 

1 1 which ſeemed to e 1275 affair. 


| Tas Conttable remonſrated. . > ark of th. 


\ - RE: 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 12 


- $1n Robert anſwered, that he would be ſurety for 
the priſoner. We accordingly drove to Mr. Fen- 
nell's houſe; and when the carriage ſtopped at 
the gate, Sir Robert e and e for Mr. 
F ennell. 


1 
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TE fervant anſwered, without heſitation, £ ak Mr. 
Fennell was dead; but from the apparent buſtle, and 
erceiving that all the ſervants avoided his preſence. 
Sir Robert obſerved, “ that this myſterious conduct 


ve yn 
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af 
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was not eaſily to be developed at preſent;“ and 7 
he adviſed me to a tacit acquieſcence, as a little time 15 
would unravel this intricate buſineſs. We according 3 
drove directly forward for Morpeth, where T was 1 
delivered into the cuſtody of the gaoler, who imme- 36% 
diately confined me in durance. N 

Tus, 'Benfield, you know every pense of bs 

this very extraordinary tranſaction; how it will ter- if 

minate 1s beyond my capacity to prognoſticate. 2 5 "It 

v. a * ; | 7 77 2 5 N FF 2 55 Ss 54 

ade B * T E R XI VII. tal TI 1 

FROM ME. BENFIELD 10 THE 1 MR. WII rox. £ 15 

. i ene, , 

DEAR WILTON, | pf 


Lo 


HE tide in your affairs has taken à very andfor- 

4 -+tunate tafn. The death of Mri Fennell; 
mould it prove trac; will ſearcely convict you on an 
equitable- interpretation of the Jaw : ſhould it he all 

a contrivance fabricated for ſome ſiniſter purpoſe; "I 
think it might eaſily be diſcovered; and then an Ac- 
ion for falſe impriſonment will teach bis Wer in 

5 ; one not to abuſe their authority eg "II. 
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4 owER and riches, when poſſeſſed by the ignoram 
an; ambitious, are frequently the inſtruments of ty- 
rannx. Proud to be arrayed in authority, to ſtrut in 
deſpotiſm, they uſher forth their magiſterial commands 
fo humble ſlaves and cringing vaſſals who dare not 
diſobey, and ftretch their power far beyond that 


boundary which..the eſtabliſhed laws of our country 
have preſcribed. Should the fact prove as Sir Ro- 


bert and you ſeem to ſuſpect, I make you a free and 


unlimited proffer of my eſtate and fortune to right 


yourſelf, and exatt that juſtice which power and au- 


- ; 


thority ſeem to deny. 


Tux predicament in which you are placed, will, I 
I%? LF SST efiJ OS: TE: l 22 5 

ME erſuaded, urge you to inveſtigate, with unremit- 
ting aſliduity, every circumſtance which may ſeem in 


the ſmalleſt degree likely to develope what your 


enemies are ſo deſirous to coggeal. You owe it to 


our family, to your charactef, to poſterity. Let 
no exeftion be wanting, let no fear be predominant, 


and perſeverance will facilitate, will overturn every 


difficulty. But to whom am I writing ? To one who 
will ſmile at my paſſion, and view my impetuoſity 
with all the apathy. of a Stoic. Wilton, forgive my 
violence ; for when I preſyme to adviſe, you know 


it feſults from the warmth of a friendſhip fincere and 
uncontaminated. 


Inv done ap, action, of which in all probability 
you. will pot approve. |, I. have conveyed your lait 


fetter to your, venerable. mother; for I deemed jt in- 


diſpenſably requiſite that your. family ſhould be ap- 
prized of your. preſent critical ſituation. To be ac- 


cuſed and confined, may give you immediate pain; 

bat ſhould intereſt or interpoſition be finally neceſ- 
fary, the ſooner preparation is made the more pre- 

| valent it will certainly be. | 3 "— 2 . | 
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Tus kind enquiry of Olivia after my Antonet af- 
fords me did higheſt pleaſure, If I had received any 
ſatisfadory intelligence reſpecting the place of her 
retreat, I ſhould immediately have communicated it 
to-you3 but my enquiries have been fruitleſs, and T 

. have not been able to — che leaſt Jang upon this 
n | | 


. cata) len two * after ſhe took up her 
reſidence with me, made a propoſal, with which I 
immediately coincided ; for although it ſeemed ſome- 
what chimerical, yet I thought it might by poſſibility 
produce ſome information from whence a project might - 
be formed to liberate her from her preſent confine- 
aten and N her once more to my arms. 
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IMPRESSED with 8 The that Antonet was in 
London, among ſomes of her relations, Jenny, who 
from her long ſervitude in the Wilton family was 
perfectly acguainted with them all, propoſed to viſit 
the metropolis, and try not only to diſcover where 
ſhe was, but to alöt! in her N 
. 
| To che eye ol aki 2 tekeme which 10 calcu- 
lated; to promote its ſucceſs,” appears plauſible ang 
eſfestixe ; and inſtantdly furniſhing my ambaſſadre/ 
with the neceſſary eredentials, Idiſpatehed her to W 
metropolis, wich full powers to-accompliſh; if poſſi-: 
ble, tho.objetbrofibier's miſſion.” I have had two let- 
ters from herdince her arcival'in' London, in Which 
ſheacquaints may ſhe has been Hitherto' unfuceeſsful, * 
although ſhe has viſited every —_ whom the coi 13 | 
_. recolle& io be in any degree of Ufinity with urg 5 „„ 
and. Lam therefore in hourly exp tation of 15 185 3 = 
. If ſhe: bring me no intelligence, my, hope Is 8 an 
eee ent mut dani, and 1 dall OE CL RS: 55 I 
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Mv ar is in a healing condition; ſo that with 
ſome pain and more difficulty J am able again to han- 
dle my pen; but if Jenny prove unſucceſsful in her 
embaſſy, and arrive to- day, 1 may probably be in 

orpeth before you receive this epiſtle, as I am de- 
termined not only to viſit, but liberate, if poſiible, 
my friend from the dreary cells of a noiſome priſon, 
If I come not in a day or two after the receipt of this, 

ou. may conclude that I have received information 
wiki indiſpenſably requires * ee attend 
ance elſewhere. | 


. P. 8. Tux incloſed A Mr. 1 will con- 

vince yeu, that Lord Wilton has not relinquiſhed his 
intentions relative to the ſale of his eſtate, although 
he meets with more oppoſition than he "7" from 
* eſtabliſhed _ of the . | 


. A 0 
0 Aa 1 " 4 
— — —— — — 
: s 29 FH 
* * 


. ron MR. vo I e MR. BENFIELD. | 
{x6 | | 8 e 
- 81 3 * 
coNRIVNG myſelf bound bs my Hrdwiſe to 
acquaint you with every particular incident relative 
to cutting off the entail of the Wilton eſtate, I now. 
inform you that I have had another vifit from the 
Earl at my chambers. He told me he had written 
to bis ſon and requeſted his- conſent, for which he was 
to receive. the gratuity of ten thouſand pounds, on an 
abſalate reſignation of all claim to the eſtate; but that 
he had r received an anſwer whieh contained a pe- 
re 5555 refaſal. Diſcourſing for ſome time 1 
this ſabject, he at lengrh g rew- impatient and almoſt 
nabevernable in his temper, ſaying, that he was con- 
fident ol the practicability of his project; and tho” | 


. 5 . e. im; le al difficulty might intervene, a Rete inn 
Sen i fone . might eafily* my . 
2 I - : | it, ? 
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it, for which I ſhould receive a liberal compenſation 
of one thouſand: pounds. 


* 


* 1 
*E 


_ TF'answeRED, © The compenſation, my Lord, is 
* liberal indeed, but then it is the reward of vil- 

* lainy, which I never yet have practiſed, even 
When Poverty was my companion, and Want 


domeſtic. I am now independent; and will. never . 


fully the reputation I have acquired. by = 
* guilty of ſo baſe im action.“ n > 7 25 


H looked” fte gemi at me; muttering; « lude- 
_ «©: pendent —Reputation !-—and' a * = | 
out deigning a reply, he retired. 


TI would not perform 1 may be a nne in 
en to nn | 


* \ _—_ 


©. £ 0 
7 2 


E 1233 
_ FROM THE HON, MR. WILTON 1 
ee OLIVIA BERTRAM. | x 


in 0L Ivi 4 


SEPARAT ION. from the: 1 of: your 
company is really a greater puniſhment than 
my confinement. The latter I could patiently en-: 
dure, ſupported by the pleaſing hope of a ſpeedy ter- 
mination, when my | innocence | ſhall be vindicated, 
and my honour juſtified. from the leaſt ſtain or alper 
fron ; but to be, ſeparated from my Olivia is po; 
indeed, and infixes within my boſom à coxrrodi 


** 5 


= ſting, which gnaws with intolerable anguiſh, and em- 7 : 1 


= - bitters every moment of my exiſtence. Grating te 
ee to have. vou torn Frame arms by- the e, 
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fian graſp of power in that happy hour when your in- 
geyuous confeſſion of a mutual affection confirmed n. \ 


- aſpiring hopes, and rendered me proud of the di bin- 


guiſnhed preference I have obtained, and Which [ 


fondly flattered myſelf would ſoon be. eftabliſhed on | 


the moſt nen foundation. 


On Bhivia, Ge how tranſſent are our pleaſures, 
how fleeting are all our hopes! To be bleſſed with 
your love, to be honoured with your affection, was 
my fole; my chief deſire. I received this bleſſing, 
I was.diſtinguiſhed with this honour; yet, by . 
fatality, I am ſeverely doomed to all the horzors: of 


an uncertain ſe paration. ba : 23 


Cruzer man! will. chy enge chi te re- 
venge - purſue me beyond the grave? Had thy in- 
fernal malice attacked me before I was a lover— be- 
fore I was beloved — thy vengeance had appeared 
to me trivial and deſpicable. But now, oh now, 
thou triumpheſt in my puniſhment, and harroweſt up. 
my ſoul with miſery? 5 keeneſt Pang. 


* RYE WY F am, why«ſhould 1 complain * 
Have 7 T forgot your confeſſed partiality .; 
ſhall that favour be obliterated from my mind, whillt 
my pulſe beats, or memory retains its feat within. 
my brain. This conſtitutes: my * under 
hy ide 1 will—I molt Ye 3 "ITY 


I was a age 071 now, n 80 che violence 
ol my paſſion. Whilſt I. had · free acceſs to your pre- 
ſence it was calm, placid, and unruffled, like the 
ſmooch ſurface of the gentle eam unruffled by a- 
breeze ; but nor it | Enperuovs and ungavernablc, 
like de furious daſhing ſurge, when fomented by 


"no x tempeſt, and difturbed 'by the howling 
| ſtorm, 


2 in 4 
© $0: 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 
Cruel alternative ! Yet I will be filent;; 


ſtorm. 


conſcious that there is a tide in the fortunes of every 


human creature, which if ſuffered negligently to flow 
on leads to ruin, but if vigoroufly oppoſed, and en- 
dured with pious reſignation, although its firſt appear- 
_ ances were threatening, yet it operates favourably by 
methods which are ſecret, and finally conveys as iuto 
the harbour: of N - 

Tas * confilerarion; when maturely es” 
brings hope to my mind, encourages-me.to conduct 
myſelf, during this inundation of my. happineſs, with 
patient fortitade, and teaches me to ſubdue the con- 
Aiting” paſſions of my eaſt; but when I reflect, 
that from my ut Way, "5 one. Pang, of: wretched- 
neſs may*afſail'your boſom via ! 


Let me conjure you, by our. reciprocal affe ctionaa- 


that chaſte paſſion which agitates our boſoms, to for- 


get if poſſible, 0 bury in oblivion, every moment of 
my exiſtence which I am compelled to paſs i in this 
"Toathſome : confinement—rendered doubly loathfome, 
nee 4 Tron you is the baneful 8 


w Ham F am: at ee i you'to ©-+ 
probably. my unman]z y complaints may render more 
irkſome and afflictive, from the ſole ſuppoſition that I 
am not oniy unhappy, but miſerable. Vet, Olivia, 
believe me, the horrors of a dungeon are not inſuf- 
ferable,. and a little patience may mitigate their 
drearieſt gloom; When I ſay I. feel, I feel not 
for myſelf: but when my boſom ſwells with ſorrow, 
it ſwells for my Olivia. If perchance the tear of re- 


9 «wo N 


collection ſteals adown my cheek, I wipe it not away; ; 


but cheriſh it as the ſweet tribute of gratitude that is 
Yet think not FF e me fee 7: 


| ch to Four love. 


. . Cs; 4 


G2 CT # 
+35 


m. the reflection 1 
intolerable—1 am, lon in the. torment of my anguith, Eh 
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a ſeaſon be totally loſt ta your remembrance, till the 
ſunſhine of Joy gleam again upon our hopes. 


1 dex ow E Dog that I paſſed laſt night rather 


8 e ſleep would have been a welcome viſi- 


tant to my wearied eyes; but it never deigned to ſhed 


its kind influence upon my heavy lids. T he truſs of 


raw. which ſerves me for a bed is cold and comfort- 
leſs ; and though I frequently ſtretched my wearied 


limbs upon it, and endeayoured to ſuſpend the ſorrows 


of my mind in a temporary ſleep, yet the inclement 
damps of a cold clay floor fo benumbed my frame, as 
wholly to prevent me from taſting of i charms. 
Whenever a gentle ſlumber, overſpreadand ſeemed to 
jull my tired ſenſes into a ſweet repoſe, I was ſuddenly 


. 4 


diſtarbed by the ſhrill claning chains, and the 


5 more horrid ſounds of o imprecations, dread- 


| profabe, and * 1 0 make e more 


EE 88 i with an eye 2 Mig , 'on hee poor wretches, 


_ 


* who, totally loſt to a ſenſe of their own calami- 
ties, form a combination in their crunes, and 


fruggle for pre-eminence in villainy. I 
. a4 lively poignant ſorrow. for | a life of | 
"criminality, inſtead of a. deep repentance for un- 


ee heard-of ſcenes of. theft and. cruelty, they are 
bsaſting of their proficiency in evil, and endea- 


_<youring to render more callous thoſeFelings which. 


* never felt fap the ſins of nes. 


n 


. A ds mad aſſemblage of riot and. * my only 


Feſonrce, and certaioly. it was a comfortable one, was 


0 addreſs myſelf ro "the protection of a. good Provi- 


dence, and implore him to, ſhed his benign inſluer ce 
into dhe hearts of thoſe” ns wetches,. that they. 


i . | | | NS: | 
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might, in time, ſee into the error of their ways, re- 
pent, and bye. 


| Tavs was the firſt night of my impriſonment ſpent | 
the former part of it under all the tormenting 
agonies of love the latter part, in prayer for the al- 
leviation of the wretched, the miſerable, and the 
vile. 


7 "IP 


L. E. T TER. L. 
u r OLIVIA BERTRAM TO . HON\- 
; | MR. WIL Ton. | by 


9 


DEAR WIL Tron, | 


HE peruſal of your Joe hath: aflited” 1 me 
hath wrung my ſoul with agony, and fixed 

the- ang of miſery fo deeply in my. heart, that it wy 

not ne eradienteds. 


N 


Der and a exo of ſtraws are BY com- 


— 


panions for a mind ill at eaſe · they will never ſoothe* _ 


that affliction which originates from innocence aceuſed, 
nor aſſuage that pain which is engendered from op- 
preſſed virtue. O Wiiton,. were I prefent, it ſhoulg® 
de my conſtant endeavour to. diſpel the gloom of your 
darkened cell, to ſoften your bed of ſtraw, and in- 
faſe ſweet hope into your afflicted mind. You ſhould 


reſt your head upon my boſom, there repoſe your ſor- _ 


rows, and ſleep away the weary hours of wietcheds- 
neſs and grief. I would carefully guard thy ſlombers, 
Watch thee through the. ſolemn filence- of the night, 


and, when the horrid clangor of chains, or the more 

horrid ſounds of wickedneſs, was likely to diſtarb-thy - 

reſt, I would n to 2 the offenſive clampur, _— 
© ot A 5 6 Dy, : . 
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und Bid the offenders be at peace. When weary and 
fatigued, I would ſtretch myſelf by thee on the cold 
ſtraw ; and, fearleſs of the dungeon's damps, recom- 
mend myſelf to the protection of my Creator, and 
ſleep by thy Ne 


You conjure me to endeavour to aſſume a tempo- 
rary forgetfulneſs, and eraze from my remembrance 
your preſent affliction. No, Wilton; I ſhould then 
prove myſelf unworthy of that affection, unworthy 
of that love, for which you are now a priſoner. Was 
it not unkind in you to make the propoſal ? or, Did 
vou conclude me ſo irreſglute and void of fortitude 
as to be unable to ſupport che preſſure of mis fortune? 
Vou know that a participation of ſorrow contributes 
in a certain degree to its alle viation; then who is 
ſo proper to participate your ſorrows as ſhe who has 

cauſed chem? This propoſal is not a little unkind; . 

zor you deem me an unworthy companion in your 
afflictions. You are not afflicted alone, I: aſſure you; 
for theſe trembling fingers are now ſcarcely able to 
graſp the pen. My pillow, Wilton, has not been 
dry ſince our ſeparation, and this is the firſt time that 
I have raiſed my aching head from it. I am indeed 


a je. 00g ſome fatal diſorder has ſeized my 


fame, and my fears are ſeconded by thoſe of Lady 
© Bertram. But my gratitude, nay ſomething more 
-nender, my Love impelled me to anſw/ er your letter; 
aud whatever I may ſuffer, whatever deſtiny awaits 


| ie = A £ould bear it With patience and reſignation, 
is were I but aſſured of your liberation. Yet, why 


mould I deſpair? Lam confident of your innocence ; 
©. @n@thoagh the God ef our fathers may permit vir- 
tue to ſuſfer-for a ſeaſon, yet, in vindication of his 
Providence, he will not un N 111 Yotaries herd | 
pew < paraded 3 e, 
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"Ts Tis one of the chief duties of Chriſtianity to-in- 
culcate patience under all our earthly trials; and 
N conſiſts the moſt ſnining characteriſtics of vir- 

To be ſeduced by temptation, is a certain 
— of a want of fortitude; for virtue is only emi- 
nently diſtinguiſhable, when ſet in fen, to the 
_ faſcinating lures of vice. Es ares D 


To paſs through life ſmooth. 5 n 
the paſſions lulled into indolence and inactivity, is 
little ſuperior to a ſtate of inanimation; but when a 
man is beſet with trouble, oppreſſed with calamity, 


and ſurrounded with misfortune, by the machina- 


tions of evil doers; and when by a virtuous exertion 
and ſtrenuous efforts he attempts to repel every at- 
tack, and manfully bear up againſt the impending 
preſſure; it would be arraigning the juſtice of our 
Onniſcient, Creator to ſuppoſe, that ſuch ſtruggles o 
virtue would not be victorious. He hath promiſed 
in his Eternal Word ne ver to forſake the righteous ; 
and though he permits them, for. a trial of their con- 
ſtancy, to feel the correctiye rod of- adverſity, he 
will at length. exalt his Aufteriag; ſervants; to a pre- 
eminence, even in this mortal. ſtate, that may be de- 
ſired, nay envied, but. is an; * 2% 1 
he rents of vice. | n 


Tris: everlaſting track; Wikon; daly impreffed* 


upon our minds, will enable us to bear the heaviet? _ 
ſtroke . of: adverſuy with cohſtancy and reſignation. © 


Let us recollect that the Great Pattern of Humility, - ny 


the: Chief Bxample of all Innocence, was perſe cuteds 8 


deſpiſed, and treated with ignominy, Let his patience © 
de our precedent, let his example berour inſtruction. 
Thus armed with a faint imitation of our, Chriſtian + 


Maſter, every. misfortune; every evil that can. aſſail 3 | 


us in bur paltage through this "vale of tears, will be 
ee eri in compariſon of dur reward hereafter... 
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- THE DENIAL; OR, | 
a I am not moralizing, Wilton; I am delivering 
thoſe eternal truths which a ſtadieus peruſal of RxYë 
LAT1ON hath inculcated, and which are peculiarly 
congenial to the preſent diſpoſition of my mind. I 
am conſeious of increaſing weakneſs; and the many 
pauſes which I am neceſſitated to make, convince 
me of the rapid progreſs of ſome diſorder which is 
undermining my mortal frame. I have long been the 
Child of Misfortune---you have heard me expreſs it 
though not a victim to deſpair ; but this laſt con- 
euſſion hath almoſt overpowered me. I am happy 
however, that upon the matureſt reflection I have little 
to reproach myſelf with ; yet as abſolute perfection is 
not the lot of frail humanity; I may have many er- 


- yors, 22 crimes of” en gh am not at preſent. 
2 . KO 


ers, Wilton, hath! sy tber which a ſhort 
Ua of life tends rather to multiply than to decreaſe. 
ner, are poſſeſſed of that ſelf.demal, wholly to diveſt. 
themſelves of theſe defires ; for life hath many 
Which are entangling even to the wiſeſt of 
the ſons of men. Once 1 was · indifferent yes, Wil- 
ton, once [*was indifferent to every ſurrounding plea- 
ſure I knew not ehe weakneſs” ef my own heart; 
and why life is becor e procibits,; youwilt not be FL 
21005 1 ; I 
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ho ic be a at Morpeth, I conclude that ſome inci- - 
© dent of 3 9, which the e * 2 5 


hay G +4 


- 


THE HAPPY RETREAT. 133 


dear ſiſter Antonet is immediately concerned, hath, 
3 you from performing 1 nw 


Weng 1 the only unhappy ſufferer in our family, 
F could bear my calamity without much regret; for I 
ſhould perhaps conſider it as puniſhment for that de- 
linquency which I ſometimes think attends on every 
ſpecies of filial diſobedience. But every crime ought: 
to have a penalty annexed” to it, in proportion to its 
- degree of guilt; and although I do not mean to ſay: 
that my own. puniſhment 1 is undeſervedly ſevere, yet 
I feel that it is highly aggravated by the reflection, 
that I have been indirectly inſtrumental in accumu- 
lating ſorrow upon the undeſerving head of my ami- 
able mother. This conſideration creates compunc- 
tions of remorſe, embitters every moment of my 


exiſtence, and renders: my mind gloomy, my thoughts: 


diſguſtful: for however J may be the unhappy tho” 
involuntary inftrument of entailing miſery upon- 
others, ' whoſe friendihip. F eſteem, and whoſe confi- 
dence I revere, I am not endowed with that inſenſi- 
bility as to perceive them involved in wretckedneſs. 
from their generous attachment, and not'participat2 
of their affliction by conſolatory endearments and an, 
affeRionate' condolence. 


N : 4 . 
* a P ol 73 a +> # 
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| From this ſunpathetic ſource my ik miſery 


is encreaſed; for the object of all my hopes is at 


this moment on the point of becoming the victim of 
a cruel diſeaſe. Tormenting thought! Oh Benfield, 
Olivia is ſinking beneath the inſidious advances of a 


deſtructive fever. Her conſtitution is too delicate to 
ſuſtain the rude ſhocks which ſhe has of late been' deſ- | 


"rined to undergo. In this extremity of wretchedneſs, 


What an irreparable loſs have I ſuffered by the pre. e 
mature death of the good Mr. Broolee! How would he 


* conſoled me hon mould I * 8 22 bis 
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the uncle of Mr. Fennell, an 


. — Death, W name! ceaſe thy de- 


vaſtation let Olivia ſurvive, though I fall thy vie- 
tim If ſhe be thy deſtined prey, and muſt now pay 
the great debt of nature, what is there worthy in life 
for my contivuance in it !—Raſh exclamation !--- 


Benevolent Creator, forgive and pardon the prefump- 
tion of an inconſiderate morta}---who is too ready to 


condemn what he does not underſtand, to arraign 
what! is far above his comprehenſion. 


812 Roper has not left my cell above an hour :--- 
his friendſhip is permanent and ſolid-—-his activity to 
detect the impoſture, if there be any in this circum- 
ſtance, is unceaſing. ä 


YesTrRDAY he waited u upon Sir Andrew Johnſon, . 
after informing him that 

he had well-grounded ſuſpicions for concluding, that 
it was the arm of power and not of juſtice which 
had been the chief cauſe of my conſinement, deſired 
him ſeriouſſy to reflect upon what he had done; to 
conſider in time of the impolicy of an action which 
might be productive of future litigation; . for,” conti- 
Ig he, “ ſhould the impriſonment be falſe, ten 
« thouſand pounds will not ag your acquittal.” 


Sap er ſeemed very TY ane by this 


1 irited- declaration, and anſwered with heſitation, 
| I If I have ſtretched the juſt authority of law, it: 


„ was not intentionally; for I aſſure you, I have 
„ not been at Fennell-Hall fince I received the dole- 
« ful information of my nephew's death, I gave him 


* A 2 My. ſolemn promiſe, that if he mould die, I would 


oſecute his murderer ; and this promiſe, Sir Ro- N 
"bo, I conceive myſelf bound to ben . 


5 1 Ae ROM1SE, Sir Avdrew,” to a dying man l | 


* to be lacrecly obſerved ; but, for your 


— 
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et own ſafety and the diſperſion of my ſuſpicions, will 
« you favour me with your company to Fennell-Hall, 


« where ocular demonſtration will- be deciſive and? 
5 ſatisfa Rory EN 


« On Sir Robert, you impoſe a hard taſk ! y 70 
«© behold the pale face of my deceaſed nephew. will 
e bedew my aged cheeks with ſorrow, But ſince 
„ your ſcruples ought: to be ſatisfied, I will 8 
« accompany you.“ 

81 Robert ſaid; that when ther arrived at Fen- 
nell-Hall, chey were received by a ſervant in deep: 
mourning, who was the only perſon they ſaw during 
their ſtay. A ſolemn ſilence reigned throughout the 
manſion. | 


« Wregre,” ſaid Sir Andrew, lie the remains 
w of my dear nephew - oh 

Tur ſervant immediately conducted them into a 
ſpacious apartment, in the middle of which was placed 
a coffin covered with a large velvet pall. 
„ Taxre, there, Sir Robert, (exclaimed Sir 
*, Andrew). lies the corpſe of one of the beſt of 
« men! the hope of his family, the heir. of my 
« eſtate I Had you only conſented to have given him 
*© your daughter, you would have made an old man 
„ bappy, and him, by the addition of your large 
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- #* effate, one of the richeſt gentlemen} in the county .. 
of Northumberland. Oh, oh, Sir Robert, What y 
$7 © evils are come upon me in my old age „ 1 
- i Lak bairs will fink in forrow to the. graves? f 


3 "es By not e bebte Sir Andrew... 4 1 3 
. 2 5 15 grievous indeed, when it deprives a fa- Gs 
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« mily of its only. hope and heir; but-it is not-intolera- 
* ble, and ought to be borne with a due reſignation, 
« and conſidered as one among the many common ac- 
1 cidents of life. Beſide, it ought to be remembered, 

that your nephew was the aggreſſor; that he wil. 
fully compelled. Mr. Wilton to meet him in. de- 

, fence of his honour ; and ſince it was his unfortu- 
* gate lot to fall, he. fell by. the man whoſe life he 
15 n ſought.“ 


% On Sir Robert, do not aſperſe che character 
* of the deceaſed. Could that lifeleſs corpſe riſe 


up and ſpeak; it would ſay, he never wronged or 


« did'an injury to a fellow-creature.. He was all 
« gentleneſs and i innocence, and would have made a 
* kind: huſband, 5 N 


SIR Ax DREW was extremely talkative in his grief, 


and ample in his praiſes of the deceaſed. Sir Robert's 


doubts however were by this: viſit removed; and he 
took his leave, expreſſing his. e for ſuch an un- 
| fortunate miſchance. 


T ven rroxep in {he former part of? my letter, that 
my dear Olivia was dapgerouſly ill: the incloſed are a 
Few lines which I ſent to her; when I. received the 
report from my gaoler. that. Mr. Fennell was dead; 
the peruſal of which, Sir Robert ſays, had ſo ſudden. 


an effect upon her health and: ſpirits, that in the ſpace 


of a few minutes: ſhe became feveriſh, with ſtrong 


| ſymptoms of delirium. The fever. inereaſed; and 
- When Sir Robert left Bertram-Hall,ſhe was pronounced 5 
5 by her N tobe f in the utmoſt danger... 7 


Poox OL IVIA why in ſuch haſte Should thy chaſte 5 
"foul break looſe from its earthly precincts, I would 
: italy Holicit the Bloody: hand 55 che executioner big 
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fet my ardent ſpirit free, to meet and aſk of thine 
forgiveneſs in the pure regions of the air, before it 
entered into the manſions: of N bliſs and im- 
mortality. 


On BENTIEI o, pity me, pity me I am wretched 
beyond redemption—ſunk into the loweſt gulph of 
miſery, without a poſſibility of am efcape © What, is 
philoſophy ! It is a phantom. What are thoſe phi- 
loſophic but delufive theories with which we have 
fo often delighted our minds, vainly ſuppoſing them 
to form a tower of ſtrength impregnable to the attacks 
of grief or the ſtorms of miſery | *Bhey are, alas! 
mere | gilded bubbles, which burſt with. the paſſing 
breeze. I have only one reſource; and that alone 
is all-ſufficient. This is my BI 110 -a pure 
. confidence in the doctrines of Revelation. Here the 
% weary may be at reſt, and the wicked ceaſe 
from troubling. Here is my HS 9 
AE of my . 97 89 
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Td MISS: OLIVIA BERFR an, SS 


MY PEAR ou vIA, 


THE die is caſt— Mr. Fennell i is WY 2 am 
| N arraigned at the dreadful tribunal of my own 
conſcience. This internal monitor warns me of my 
approaching fate on earth, and points out inceſſantiy 
the horrors of an Hereafter. I need no other judge 
I am already ſelf- condemned; and feel not a wiſh 


5 8 exiſtence, but what originates from yourſelf- 1 


have been, though involuntarily, the unhappy: inſtru- 
ment of cauſing you much grief. Forgive, forget 


2 me ;---and if in after- times recollection ſhould excite 
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tear, ſuppreſs it not; it will be a grateful tribute to. 
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the memory of a man who once n loved KOs 1 4 
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E BETTER LIE. 
PROM THE HON.. MR, WILTON TOMR. BENFIELD- 


DEAR 81 R, 


; B* the peruſal of my laft you would perceive that 
l was in an abſolute ſtate of deſpondency. This. 
horror aroſe in my mind, not from any abject fear of 
a premature death, but ſolely from the reflection of 
being the reputed murderer of a gentleman, whoſe 
violence would have deprived me of that life which 1 
enjoyed by a tenure that is not at my on diſpoſal. 
The conſideration; that I only acted in my own de- 
fence, is no palliative for the wilful tranſgreſſion of 
the poſitive commands of my Maker, and the eſla- 
-bliſhed laws of my country. It is true, that Twas the 
perſon challenged but then it was totally optional, 
whether or not I accepted of this challenge; there - 
ore, my ſpontaueous acceptance renders me as cul- 
pable, in the ſcale of impartial; diſtributive juſtice, 
as he with whom the challenge originated. If I had: 
been wolently affautted;, and, in the defence off 
my own perſonal ſafety, had deprived 4 fellow-crea- 
ture of his exiſtence, rather than ſuffer him tamely to 
rob me of mine, I ſhould, in the eyes of diſpaſſion- 
ate reaſon, have been deemed „ but unfcr-- 
tunntely this Was not my caſe, I had'a right to re- 
fuſe the invitation of vindiaive- malice; and might 
Rape retracted my too haſty conſent to meet my chal- 
|  Yenger; but inſtead of doing either, Lruſhed inconſi- 
| derately and irreligiouſſy into an act of fury, and 
wantonly deſpoiled the image of my Maker. Thus 
ſelf⸗ condemned, how can 1 af for mercy at the great 
tribunal of eternal juſtice; how- can L. expect to elude 
the vengeance of the violated laws of my country; 
or how can I hope, even in any event, to ſilence tlie 
piercing voice of conſcience, which thus condemns... 
3 econ. will not, 1 fear, be admitted 
| FED 4 
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among the fair records of truth and juſtice ; for cuſ- 
tom cannot ſanttify a wrong, make vice to be a vir- 
TUE, or hide the dire offence of Mun DER under 
the thin and en veil of nonour. Deluſive, 
empty name! Man adopts thee only as a ſpecious 
pleader, to varniſh. over the irregularity: of his con- 
dat. | 


WH LLST my pile abſorbed: in ne | 
the folly of : mankind, who:attempt to gild the moſt 
_ criminal enormities which can poſſibly be committed 
with the plauſible :epithet of noxnour; the gaoler: 
entered, and told me that a lady who was N 
without wiſned to ſpeak to me. 


e A LADY w_— 
10 Ves, Sir. 


| SysPgCT it to be Lady Bertram, 1 . 
£7 n her to walk in,” SET 


Tis few 9575 of light which flatly a 
through the iron grate of my dungeon not being ſuf- 
ficient for me to write by, I had been accommodated 

with a candle, which ſtood upon a. little fir table, at 
which I was ſitting, with my head reſting upon my 
hand, when the lady entered. I aroſe to receive 
her---ſhe flew. into-my. 1 exclaiming, e my; 
IE £155 28 > 


Mzncires God * Beoficld; it was my venerabis 
Moſher. | 


$3 


Tus 8 ina h 3 me : | 


from obſerving the violent agitations of maternaloſer?2.” 


+ wbiliy. L. held. my. beloved patent in my arms--= 
her aged cheek. was. laid: upon my boſons, Which E 
—plemtifully bedewed with the tears of true filial affec. 
Zion. She continued for ſeveral minutes inſenſible and 
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Tus gaoler perceiving our affliction, came for- 


Ward and ſaid, If it be agreeable to you, Sir, to 


% walk above, my Parlour is at the ſervice of the 
4 Fe een 


1 « Tua x5, good man.” 
His wife immediately attended, and by her aſſiſt- 
ance my dear mother was con veyed: into the open air, 
whoſe. wan ee ce hey ve ſpi . 
* .* 7 1 
e eat he belield'n me, ain he fave into my - 
arms, and clung around my neck.—Her agony was 
relieved by a flood of. tears ;-and ſo mutual was our 
affliction, that the gaoler and his wife, though. mere 
ſpectators, and daily accuſtomed to behold — deepeſt 
a: wo] wept at the tender ſcene. 


- 


5 * 


2 — 
* 


2 a at ef eme amen, ſfie ped 
ber weeping eyes, looked-upon. 
4 and reſſed-me : 


Mon cine called Forth Ny keelldg of my 
n : duty, gratitude, and filial tenderneſs operated 
fo forcibly in my mind, that had not my tears given 

a vent to the workings of my ſorrow, T muft have. 

9 benovth. the violence of the conflict. 


3 . 22 Mover, my Gar: Ti came” to. adiminifter conſo- 
es 6 YL ag not-to after: aur wounded ſoul.”? - 


«© ALas, Madam, how mall 1 repay this laſt act of: 
your affection From my cradle have experienced 
N Jour tenderneſs; in my riper years Ehave pierced 
ea through with many ſorrows. But forgire 
pour unfortunate ſon ! I have been the unwillingñ̃⁵ 
cauſe of many a miſerable hour t to > the wore ve Pre 
E - tente. ” . . | 5 


— 
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, Ask not my forgiveneſs, Henry, 1 came not to 
ce — you—1 came to lighten the gloom of 
% your confinement, to miniſter perſonally to your 
ec wants; to ſoothe, if it be poſlible, the oO 
4 nroubles of your heart.” 
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On my parent ! to attend upon a poor, for- 
« lorn, degenerate outcaſt ! to experience the ſullen 
« gloom of a dungeon, the damp moiſture of a 
* darkened cell, the horrid clangor of trailing chains, 


are ſorry and unmeet companions for your tender- 
40 e en een wr 
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6 Har RY, name chem not. I let Wilton-Pack 
to perform the office of a parent, and think not by 
4 repreſentation of the horrors of a gaol to ſcare. 
„me from my intention. I will attend upon thee.” 


ny — 4 


„ax you, my dear mother, oh can you ſretch 
« yourſelf upon a bed of ſtraw, and ſigh away the 
«« terrors of the night until the pale rays of morning 
* ,2-lmmer through the iron grates, and ſhew the 
® * en 75 nen an 


A TRuss oY 4 ay child, 1 ha 
1 chat i is not thy nightly bed-! 5 


26] * Too:true, indeed.” 1 


. Hand has See thy woe; but if intereſt * 
98 1 can procure better ee they * 
*. aeg, wh? this day.“ IF e 7 


- 
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6. Dau Madam; is my Wasbek father ws in- 


le aflexible? Does he refuſe to ſee a penitent doo, A . 
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1 Z e Sc Hz is not apprized, Hevry, of your mis fortune. ; ; 
Under the idea of your being ſick of a fever, 1 
6 obtaiged 4 his permiſſion to viſit you. 


Ci 


«« Wits nothing appeaſe. bis EY Will no- 
de thing atone for one act of diſobedience? Alas, what 
« aml laying ? or why ſhould 1 complain ? My life 
ve is not in my own poſſeſſion; my time may be : 
e ſhorter than at preſent I imagine!“ 


2 % Hengy, HzNxx, reflect. The circumſtances 
% of adverſity ſhould be combated with reſolution, 
„„ and endured with a becoming patience. The no- 
<<, ble mind will not fink beneath the ſevereſt trial nor 
40 deſpond whilſt there is the ſmalleſt hope. Won 
4 were not the aggreſſor; and I truſt the laws of 
% your country will, under the circumſtances by 
% which you were induced to defend your honour and 
% your life, make proper allowances for che frailties 
40 of human nature.“ | 


* 
ane 


6c My kind direrek.. 8 every age of 
* time, I have deliberately-weighed every argument 


40 Which partiality can 5 on * head.“ 


Hm Ropexr BZATR cal I . my 
venerable parent to him. Their meeting was tender 
and affectionate. Sir Robert, upon my obſerving that 
he was booted, frankly told me, that he had again 
waited upon Sir Andrea: Johnſon upon a very im- 

portant ſubject, and for which he a thouſand times 
ged my pardon for baving before omitted. The 

„ hurry and confuſion into which, Mr. Wilton, fo 

unexpected and precipitate. an action had-thrown | 

eme, made me entirely forget to offer bail. It was 

4% Tuggeſted laſt night. by, Lady Bertram. I rode 

as © "early this morning to Sir Andrew N 5 hn a 


; "= „ 206 
i! 7 * 7 and 
IF * bs oy" 


1 


* 


OE 


f - : * 
E 5 4A — i os 3 1 — 55 A : 
3 3 5 4 * yr 28 LO 
As * . * : ho , * IH , 4 N K 
; x "_ . i 


THE, HAPPY. RETREAT. 143 


4. and offered ten thouſand pounds bail, which was 
£6 poſitively refuſed,” | 


10 Ta ar was ſomething tyrannical, Sir Robert,” 
anſwered Lady Wilton; “but can my ſon have no 
<6 better accommodation than a dreary cell and a 
4 truſs of ſtraw ?” 


81 « Roß ER I looked amazed.“ Has ſuch been your 
lodging?“ 


* 


% Vs, and without a n 


; CHE AVEN forgive me 1 I have neglefed my 
40 friend . 


Tas gaoler was called in and interrogated, if he 
could accommodate me with a room that was pro- 
perly furniſhed. He anſwered, © he could, under 
-<« certain reſtrictions, for an eſcape: might be very 
5 detrimental to him.“ 

00 Rog EAT offered bi any ; indemniſcation, and 

5 the Sgreement. was inſtantly concluded. ; 
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; L ADY Wi rox,“ faid Sir 1 you will do 
me the honour of making Bertram- H all your homs: 
9 : during. ue e e in the North.“ 

60 Nano me, Sir Robert, hete.3s my e 75 * 

came here to attend my ſon, and I muſt therefore 
05 . ou will eee to drag me ME 
6c. a | — | 1 e 69 1 


— 2 222 
—— 


an 5 14 We to 8 of Sir 
= Robert's invitation. Sir Robert alſo endeavoured 
40 rand not to riſque her bealch, by expoſing 
1 1 
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herſelf to the noiſe, inconvenience, and Rampneſs: of 


à priſon ; but my kind parent was inflexible, Ma 
n . its $ choicell bleſings on her.head ! 


* 


LETTER Ll... 


FROM MR. BENFLELD TO THE HON. MR. WILTON. 


Ta 


4 D FAR W 1 LTON, 


OUR ſuppoſition of my having ſome affair 'of 
conſequence upon my hands was well founded; 
but ſuch a wild - gooſe chace have 4 been purſuing,” as 
is more than ſufficient to cool the moſt ardent flame of 


__ moſt paſſionate lover. 


Mr nleniporentiary arrived from London with the 
agreeable news of having diſcovered my fair exile, 
which again revived my hopes, and ane me upon 

| the tip-toe of expectation. 


ux very day before Jenny kad determined to 
quit her fruitleſs ſearch in the metropolis, ſhe recol- 
lected, as ſhe was walking along Pall-Mall, that a 
cettaĩin old maiden aunt of Lord Wikon lived in 
that ſtreet; and conceiving that Antonett might poſ- 
fibly be detained there, ſhe determined, as a parting 
eeffort, to introduce herſelf upon ſome ſpecious pretence 
0 into the houſe. Having never been but once at Mrs. 
Manby's' with Lord Wilton's family, ſhe concluded 
the old lady would not recollect her. She accord- 
ingly rapped at the. door, and enquired for Mrs. 
Manby, faying, ſhe wanted to ſpeak with her. Mrs. 
Manby being old and infirm, and not able to leave | 


* 


ber room, jenny was ſhewir into the apartment 0 
wWuhete de was fitting. But what ene, 5 
15 Aa It as 8 

| bY 5 | | EY e * 5 8 
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2s the walked up ſtairs, when ſhe heard her young 
17 reading aloud to her aunt. 


. ae on her entering the room, turned pale 
neloked much confuſed—ſhut the book, and Walked 
to the window. 


Mr arch ambaſſadreſs, without taking the Jeaft 
notice of her lady, ſaid, © Madam, as you have ad- 
vertiſed for a young woman to be a companion, and 
«© to wait upon you, I have taken the liberty to call, 
ce and offer Gy to your ſervice.” 
| mM xs. Max nv, peering at her through her ſpec- 
kacles, anſwered, ©* Young woman, you are under 
4 à miſtake, I have not advertiſed, nor ever did in 
«© my life. I have got a companion here, my niece, 
« who TI believe will ſtay wich me ſome time,” 

Ax rox ET, on hearing this e e 1 
round, and ſmiled, unobſerved by the old gentle wo- 
man, at Jenny, who, having obtained all the intel- 
ligence fhe deſired, wiſhed to decamp. Begging 
pardon for her miſtake, ſhe dropped a curiſey, and 
made toward the door; when Antonet, under the po- 
lite officiouſneſs of ſhewing her through the paſlage, 
| HKepped before her, and Jenny ſlipped a letter, which I 
had given ber, into her hand; and without a ſiogle 
ts wth the 1 room door was ſhut behind ber. 


1 21 


5 on TIN in her Ses ſhe came 1 touin> 4 
# 8 of her ſucceſs. I ſet forward the next day 


towards London, hoping to obtain hx cage, the 
3 "nl of what I had loſt by violence. e 
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ſew ſeconds one of the footmen who rode behind it, eame 
galloping up to my poſtillion and ordered him to ſtop. 
T let down the window, and enquired why he ſtopped 

"my carriage; when a gentleman looking in at the 
<arriage-door politely aſked, if my name was not 
Benfield ? 


I ToLD bim it Was. 


. Tuzn, pray, Sir,” replied the gentleman, 
« where is Miſs Antonet Wilton ** 


As rox isnED and e at the interrogation, 
I made no reply. 


« Nay, Sir,” aid another gentleman, ** no heſi- 
c tation ; we know ſhe is in your cuſtody.” 


«© Upon my honour, gentlemen,” ſaid I, “ you 
s accuſe me without a cauſe. If ſhe were in my 
«© cuſtody, why ſhould I be travelling to London, 
<© whilſt you are travelling to the North in purſuit of 
80 her ? How long hath ſhe been abſent 2” - 


1 7e SHE eſcaped laſt night and being perſuaded ſhe 


e had taken refuge with you, we were driving to 
4 Benfield-Hall in purſuit of her, when a ſervant of 


«x Lord Wilton' 8 recognized your carriage. 5 


4 Tris may convince you, gentlemen, that I am 
.- ec clear of the imputation; for if Miſs Wilton had 
« reached Benfield-Hall before my departure, you 
* may depend upon 15 mnt 1 7 would not have met 


- _ 1 
* * 
A 1 "hob 
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N oe of the — 2 it was certain 
j TT. 
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5 altogether unneceſſary to purſue farther, ſince Mr. 


Benfield, with whom they concluded Miſs Wilton had 


taken up her aſylum, was travelling to London. 


« IT would certainly be folly,” ſaid the other, 
* to proceed farther; we had better return to London 
« with Mr. Benfield, and a little time will — us 
ce information of our ſtray ſheep,” 


TI ron 1 could readily have ditpenſed with; 
but to prevent ſuſpicion, I immediately acquieſced, 
and deſired the gentlemen would do me the honour 
to accompany me in my carriage. 'This was frankly 


accepted ; and their poſt-chaiſe was diſmiſled. 


Bz1nG ſeated and moving forward, I ſaid ſmiling, 


«© Pray, gentlemen, will you be ſo condeſcending as 
< to inform me by what ingenious artifice Miſs Wil- 
« ton hath been enabled to eſcape the watchful eyes 
« of her old maiden aunt ?'—[ had no ſooner made 
the interrogation, than I was conſcious of its impro- 


priety; for my diſcovery that I knew the place of 


her confinement, might have excited their jealouſy ; 
however, it paſſed unobſerved, and one of the gen- 


tlemen anſwered, ** Miſs Wilton retired to her cham- 


« ber about an . before her aunt. Mrs. Manby, 
« walking up ſtairs, was haſtily paſſed on the firſt 


c landing by her footboy.---She undreſt, and, pre- 


«« paring for reſt, miſled her niece : for they ſlept to- 


«© gether. The alarm was immediately given, but 


« to no effet—Miſs Wilton was gone. The boy 
«© was fummoned, and ſtrictly interrogated what he 


„ was doing up ſtairs at ſo late an hour. He was 


«« amazed at the queſtion, and proved moſt clearly, 


| 4 by his fellow-ſervants, that he was in bed above an 


* hour before. Upon further examination, it was 
76 en that the cunning urchin had procured 2 
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e ſuit of the boy's clothes, in which equipping herſelf, 
es ſhe had eluded detection, and made her eſcape. 
«© Meſſengers were immediately diſpatched to give 
« us the intelligence. Unfortunately I was at the 
66 Maſquerade, and my brother at Drary-Lane 'Thea- 
ec tre, by which we did not receive the information 
25 until this morning.“ 


IN DBED, gentlemen, J differ in opinion, for 
„I think your abſence from home was very fortu- 
% hate; and I hope the fair fugitive, be fore this 
44 time, is far beyond your power. But pray, Sir, 
6. did you not meet her at 15 Maiquerade ? ſhe was 


cc habited for it.“ | 


ce Ir is eic, Mr. Benfield,”” replied the 
*Founger, ** your turn to triumph; for my couſin has, 
* IP fear, completely duped and diſappointed us.“ 


« Pxay, Sir, have you the Honour to be related 
— to Miss Wilton * 


e N „ Sir, I have that honour. 4d 


. 4 WII I. you favour me with your name, Sir? 
exe for I may one ay" have the Pere to call you 
« confin.” wa | 


Ton 0 ee are jocular, Mr. Benfield. My name is 
ee Ms RAVE, the liſter's fon of Mrs, Manby. 1 


. in a friendly converſation dur- 


2 Pies the remainder of our journey; I in exulting at 


the ſucceſsful artifice of my Antonet— they in laugh- : 
ing at their NN Tore and hear unte, inefec- 
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hs & Arriage ſtopped at the inn; and, after 4 
generous glaſs, we ſeparated in mutual good will. I 
tarried no longer than to procure a little refreſhment 
for myſelf and attendants ; for engaging poſt-horſes, 
I came to Benfield-Hall with more expedition than L 
went from it. J confeſs I was greatly mortified and 
diſappointed in not finding my ſweet fugitive upon 
my arrival, as 1 was almoſt confident the had fled 
thither. | 


. — ———— 


D1isTRACTED and confounded betwixt hope and 
deſpair, I am abſolutely uncertain how to determine, 
J with to ſtay a day or two leſt ſhe ſhould arrive, as 
my abſence might in ſuch caſe be productive of fre ſh 
diſappointments, I with to be with you on many 
e 


* 
„ „ * 


WII Tod, Nei ere I am loſt and bewildered in an 
ocean of uncertainty ! I ſhall wait two days with an 
impatience which you may conceive, but Which! it is 
impoſſible for me to deſcribe. At all events, how- | 
ever, you may expect to ſee me in 7 before | 
the expiration of five days, | 


. $677 g „1 1 


* 


. < — —ͤ—ũ—ñ 
ene 2 T7 * 
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Tulsis a buſy and unfortunate. time, Wilton, How ; 
affairs will terminate, is wrapped. in the inſerutahle 
womb of fururity, whoſe myſteries we haye no per- 
miſſion to penetrate. Of the wiſdom of the decrge 
it is impoſſible to doubt; but grumbling mortals age © 
not ſatisfied with the finite knowledge which hides Ro 
the ways of Heaven frofn their view. 8 
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LE T 'T-E:R: HV. 
FROM THE HON, MR. WILTON TO MR. BENFIELD. 


' DEAR BENFIELD, 
* day before I received your laſt, I was agree- 


ably ſurpriſed by the arrival of a very welcome 
viſitant. Come hither with the utmoſt diſpatch ; fly 
upon the wings of love; for your ſcape-goat has 
taken ſhelter under my protection. 


_ Waite I was entertaining my ever-honoured pa- 

rent with a recital of my paſſion for my charming 
Olivia, the propoſal Sir Robert Bertram had made 

to me, and my determined reſolution to marry her, 

mould T be fo fortunate as to meet with an honourable 
acquittal, Lady Bertram entered, leading in another 

lady. I aroſe to receive the ladies, and to enquire af- 

ter the health of my ſuffering angel— when the other 

Indy ſcreamed out, my dear mother 25 aud flew 1 
into her arms. 


2 embrace was mutually tender and affection- 

- Diſengaging herſelf from her parent's arms, 

7 = lovely fiſter flung herſelf into mine, whilſt her 

"tears almoſt choaked her utterance. *«* Oh brother, 

'©« brother !” exclaimed ſhe, « this is a dreadful 
place for ſo joyful a meeting!“ 


«© Wer not, my ſiſter, misfortunes often come 
% unmerited; let us therefore bear them without re- 


„ pining. This meeting, ſiſter, ſheds a gleam of | 
joy into my mind, ſince it convinces me that you are 


. * from — of confinement and the _— - 55 * 


: 3 Sx 
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4% of tyranny. Dry up your tears, and let not your 


* ſenſibility embitter the firſt moments of our joy. 


& I wit endeavour to obey you, brother; but 


% my dear Lady Bertram, I muſt chide you for this 


«*« ſurprize: why did you not inform me that my 
«© mother was here?“ 


„aur beg your pardon, Miſs Wilton; but 
“ the hurry you were in to leave Bertram-Hall, and 
« the affliction which the weakneſs of my Olivia has 
given me, were alone the occaſion of this egre- 


* gious piece of forgetfulneſs.“ 


Jas upon the point of enquiring for Olivia, 
1% Lady Bertram, returned I, when I diſcovered my 


* ſiſter : how 1 is the health of my ſuffering angel? 


* abr BERTRAM replied, The phyſician gives us. 


** aſſurance, that the fever hath been at its height; 
4% the criſis, he ſays, was favourable, and he hopes for 


* * happy recovery. 


% My dear parent, ſaid I to my mother, con- 


% gratulate me; this is a happy day. 


Nor this alone, my ſon, but many happy days : 
4 for I hope, you have yet many to enjoy in your 
« chequered paſſage through this vale of tears. 
% Now, my child, my Antonet, if the recollection 
* of what you have undergone ſince you parted” 
«« from me at Wilton-Park will not be painful, let 
* me. intreat you to favour us with the recital.” “ 


% WaaTEveR pain, my dear mother; I ſhould 


-& ſuffer from the retroſpect of ſome afflicting ſcenes,”  - 
, ny gratitude to the beſt of parents would , 85 
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me to a ready acquieſcence with ybur wiſhes, How 
my father diſcovered my intention to elope, and 
the place of appointment, is altogether to me in- 
comprehenſible. I no ſooner heard my father's 
voice than I fwooned, and of what paſſed after- 


wards I have not the leaſt recollection. When I firit 


came to myſelf, I was ſitting in a carriage, in 
company with my father, who, hearing my ſighs, 
though he could not ſee my tears, began to re- 
proach me bitterly for my diſobedience, proteſting 
he would ſhut me up in 2nunnery the firſt opportu- 


nity he had of procuring me a ſafe paſſage to 


Italy. I made no reply to all his reproaches, and 
he became filent ; which filence continued the 
greateſt part of our journey. When we changed 
horſes, I was not ſuffered to leave the carriage; 

and by travelling with great expedition through 
the night, we arrived in London the next morn- 
ing. The rumbling of the wheels upon the ſtreets 
awaked me from a ſtate of torpidity, in which I- 


dozed for ſeveral hours, At length the carriage 


ſtopped, and I perceived we were at my aunt 
Manby's door. The old Lady was not come 


don ftairs ; but when informed of per waking 
came in a fem minutes. 


13 


. As an ſhe entered, my father ſaid, My dear 
aunt, from a thorough conviction of yout pru- 
dence, I have to commit to your charge a 


thoughtleſs runaway, a perverſe daughter, whom 
I detected laſt night in the very act of elopement 


with a man who Wa F e . our wm. 


* andy". 1 


8 


1 0 NEPHEW; nephew, y you wring my ſoul with = 


_ 


So 


due renten! ! Nis will 7 7 world“ come to ! 1 We : : 85 ; 
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« married? When was of your age, if I ſaw a man 


% paſs by the window, the very ſight covered me 


n TY 


« with bluſhes, and I hid my face with my apron : 
& even now, at the age of eighty-one, I hate the 
«« fight of all the ugly creatures, and can ſcarcely 
«« endure my own male relations. Fye, fye, Antonet 
4 Wilton!“ 


. 1 ANSWERED with my tears, and lept a fallen 
a - flence. | 


1 Apes R many more ſarcaſtic remarks upon the 
« impudent chits of her own ſex, my aunt ſaid, 
6% Vou judged very right, very right, nephew, in 
« bringing your inconſiderate daughter under my 
« care; you may ſafely truſt her to my guardianſhip; 
« and if the elope from my watchfulneſs, I give you 


leave to conclude that I'was * to her . 


6 1 2 


\ * 


, tranſa& ſome buſineſs in the City. 


— 


. Facke that moment I became a cloſe prise 


under the conſtant inſpection of my ſuſpieious old 
« aunt... We fat in a back parlour ; we ſlept, we 


er aroſe together. I was abſolutely denied the uſe 
4 of pen, ink, and paper, and not permitted tg: 


4 open any er bock than the Bible « or the Prabtick 5 


* of Piety. = 


- 


b 


« Tavs paſſed my "Rag in one . 8 


« of dull uniformity; reproached for my forward- 


<« neſs, reviled for my ingratitude, and admoniſied dot 


0 contaminate my family by any diſgraceful con- | 
© neRtion.. I. bore all with patience, and never 
5 . Wick: in vindication of my conduct, from' 
| 5 N 


re My father thanked her, hd walked out 00 f 
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« a firm perſuaſion it might poſſibly irritate, and 
2 OG: would not appeaſe her wrath. 


ce Ar la, one e day while I was reading to my aunt, 
e I ſaw to my utter aſtoniſhment my maid Jenny en- 


cc ter the room ! I trembled, although I was con- 


2 * 23 Fl 
£4 ” 2 ” C Fee 


4 ſcious that from her I had nothing to fear. Jenny 
* ſeemed to take no notice of me; but addreſſing 
« herſelf to my aunt, who did not know her, faid, 
« that having ſeen an advertiſement in the Papers 
« for a woman ſervant, ſhe was come to offer her 
6 ſervices, being informed her ladyſhip. was the ad- 
% yertiſer. My aunt anſwered, ſhe had been miſ- 
« informed. The idea that ſome ſcheme for my 
f< releaſe was in agitation immediately occurred to 
my mind; and whilſt Jenny was withdrawing, I 
ec ſtepped to the room-door, under the pretence of 
_ ©. ſhewing her through the paſſage, when ſhe gave 
« me a letter. I ſeized the earlieſt opportunity of 
ruſing it, and reſolved on reading its contents to 
« ee the firſt opportunity to effect my eſcape. 
J accordingly retired to my chamber, folded my 
- #* riding-dreſs into two ſmall bundles, and ſtealing 
% down ftairs, ſecreted them in the front parlour, 
© which joined the ſtreet-door. I then, with infinite 
| 40 trouble and precaution p procured a ſuit of livery- 
clothes belonging to my aunt's footboy, which I 
WG concealed. amongſt the clothes of our own bed. 
8 Then coming down fairs, I carefully examined 
4 the lock of the ſtreet - door, and again I Joined my 
6 aunt in the back N 


2 =” — PPER being over, I bac 3 to retire. 
„It was about ten o'clock at night, which was an 
| 2 hour ſooner than our uſual time of bed. I went 
. up ſtairs, and with much deliberation dreſſed my- 
5 1 * in the boy's livery. Hearing my aunt oY 
[. 


—— 
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« the ſtairs, I ſlipped out of the chamber, and 
« with a palpitating heart walked down, under a 
e hope that ſhe would not obſerve me. I met her 
& upon the landing-place, and drew aſide. She, ſup- 
„ poſing I was the foot-boy, paſſed by me, without 
* taking the leaſt notice. I ſtepped into the front par- 
e Jour, took up my bundles, and, unlocking the 
4 ſtreet - door, recommended myſelf to the care of a 
* gracious Providence, and ſallied forth into _ 
4 wide world. 


© | WALKED with all poſſible haſte to the int 

* where the poſt-coaches: ſet out for the North; re- 

% ſolving, brother, to take refuge with you in your 
little hermitage. Upon enquiry, I found none 

* would be ready for ſome hours. I therefore de- 

« firedto be ſhewed into a private room; and ſend- 

* ing for the miſtreſs of the houſe, I aſked her, if I 

„ could be accommodated immediately with a chaife 

* and four for the North. The queſtion made her 

% eye me with much attention, and ſhe looked ſo 

% ſtedfaſtly in my face, that I felt the conſcious 

.« bluſh of ſhame'in an inſtant overſpread it. Ob- 

«« ſerving my embarraſſment, ſhe. ſtepped. to the 

« door and ſhut it, and on her return perceiving me 

% ready. to ſink with fear and corfufion—ſhe bid me 
not be afraid; adding, IF it be not preſumptu- 

4% ous in me, I cannot help obſerving. that your 

« dreſs is very ill ſuited: with your perſon.. Over- 

„ whelmed at her obſervation, L threw myſelf into 

« a chair :---ſhe bid me take comfort ¶ ſighed, 

2 * and believe I wept. I aſked her again, more 

4 earneſtly than beſore, if I could have a chaiſe. She 
, anſwered, 1 might; but hoped that I would not 

<< travel in my preſent dreſs. I aſked, Why? She 

** replied, * Becauſe it will betray ybur ſex; and 
Sr deſired me to ep to the glaſs, and oblerve- thoſe 

; 82 H 5 ; re” * + cc * . 
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UE fins by which ſhe had been led to detect me. 
The diſorder of my mind was ſo great, that I 
could not ſee any thing by which my ſex could 
poſſibly be diſcovered.— No, replied ſne, Why 
“ are thoſe pendants there ? —*Goodneſs, how have 
„ been ſo blind!—In' the hurry of adjuſting my 
+» dreſs, I had actually forgot to take the ſmall gold 
, pendants from my ears which | frequently wore, 
and theſe were the tokens which had betrayed my 
« ſex to my kind hoſteſs, I immediately removed 
< them, and told her, that by her leave I would, 
<<. whale the chaiſe was getting ready; dreſs myſelf in 
a travelling habit: ſhe withdrew to give or- 
7 ders; and when ſhe returned to announce that it 
-« Was at the door, I was properly equipped. She 
c aſked me if I would not take ſome refreſhment; but 
as I could not take any thing, 1 I made an excuſe, 
and told her, I hoped in a ſport time to recompenſe 


G s her for her kindneſs and ci ity. She ſmiled, and 
ted, if 1 had not a companion to the North? I 

* . [replied that I actually had not; that I had deter- 
1 * mined to travel three hundred miles alone; for that 


l was not at preſent flying to the temple of Hy- 
of men, bur from the rod of tyranny. | 


- INTL <T ENTERED the 1 aud told the drivers I was 


4 travelling to Carliſle. | Thus I came poſt from 


e tage to tage without any interription, and with- 
dau any fleep, except what I got in the chaiſe; and 


am happy to find rh yen _ _ _— and. 
. ted. 7 . | 


Tu Us, Beneld; I F ba given you ur whote 21 
rative. The prize is now in your own power, pro- 
vided you loſe it not through indolence or delay. 
This cireumſtance ſeems to indicate that bur affairs, 


ny — 1 F now hi 
| wed 
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ouſly unravelling; for what you could not atchieve 
with all your diligence and precaution, has fallen un- 
expectedly into your power. © The proſpect of hap- 
pineſs on your part has become brightened; but mine, 
alas ! ſtill continues in its original obſcurity: Twill 
not however add to my diſtreſs by theſe reflections, nor 
caſt the gloom of deſpondency over my preſent mo- 
ments; rendered pleaſing ard agreeable hy the com- 
pany of my dear mother and ſiſter-. Fhe Lieidtudte 


that are perhaps ſecretly working in the womb of 


time, may in the event produce my enlargement, 
wed reſtore Wh. _— to its former een 11 #2 


2 Buoy RAM | being very Glickions fs Lady 


Wilton to accompany her to Bertram-Hall to-night,. 


the hath complied, from the deſire of confoling her 


future daughter. May her conſolation be A 
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LETTER 
FROM MR. BENFLELD TO THE HON. MR. WILTON- 


DEAR WII ron, 


+ 541 mp ATELY upon the receipt of this. letter 
quit your priſon, and, if poſſible, come tot me at 
Northallerton; and with you bring Sir Robetz Ber- 
tram. have caught the arch- traĩtor - Mr. Fennel! 
zs in my power, where I mean to keep him iI yon 
and Sir Robert arrive to identify his perſon. He de- 
nies moſt poſitively that he is John Fennell, Eſq. of 
Fennell- Hall in Northumberland; but, from the 
- weakneſs of his body, his infirm ſtate of health, and 
the intelligence I received at the inn, I am confident 
he is the man. | 5 


AIs my carriage drove up to the door of the inn at 
Norchallerton, I ſaw another ſtanding at it, into 
which a gentleman was mounting by the aſſiſtance of 
his own ſervant and the landlord. After it had dri- 
ven away, I enquired who the gentleman was. 


« Fr is,” replied the landlord, « Mr. Fennell, of 
< Fennell-Hall in Northumberland. ;. * is going to 
7 _ Continent for his health.“ 


Tur is the gentleman when I am travelling 
«© to Northumberland to call upon, on very impor- 
« tant buſineſs: let me have the beſt horſe in eur 
« ftable immediately.“ 


„ Og SIR, I will fad after him, if you will 1. | 
66 vour me with e name. | 
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«« No, I muſt go myſelf.” 


Tae horſe was preſently ready, and I ordered my 
| ſervants to follow upon my own. I overtook the car- 
riage a little to the ſouth of the town, and then aſk- 
ing the ſervant behind to whom it belonged, he 


_ Tooked at me, heſitated, and then anſwered, it was 


his maſter's. 
ig W HAT is your maſter's name?“ 


Pe is in the carriage,” replied the fellow. 


I THen rode up to the carriage-door, and ad- 


dreſſing him ſaid, If I am not miſtaken, Sir, your 
“ name is Fennell?“ 


Hz anſwered, © What is that to you? What right 


« do you claim to moleſt me upon the road 1 


«Tax right that every honeſt man claims to arreſt 
* villain.— river, proceed at your peril.“ | 

Tur carriage ſtopped--my ſervants came up. He or- 
dered his ſervants to drive forward againſt all oppoſi- 
tion. I ordered my coachman to turn the horſes round, 
and lead them back to Northallerton. He began to 
grope in one of the pockets of the carriage. Suſpecting 
his deſign, I preſented a piſtol in at the window, 
charging him to make no reſiſtance, as my ſervants 
were all armed. He deſifted---the carriage was 
turned about, and without the leaſt ceremony I 


opened the door, ſtepped 1 in, and ſeated 2 in 


the fide of him. 


He faid, « You ſhall ſhortly repent of this, Bir TY 
— Tan only reply I made was, Pray, Mr. Fen- Z 
= nel, how does Mr, Wilton? Is he yet in Morpeth -* 
> | 3 2 | 
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<<. nol?” He farted' trembled, and mik from 
my fide, as if he had been ſtung by the deadly aſp. 
He would not anſwer another ſyllable, until I had 
him a priſoner at the inn, where he poſitively de- 
nied having the leaſt knowledge of Mr. Fennell, Mr. 
Wilton, or Sir Robert Bertram. T he landlord is 
as politive 3 in denying his perſon. 


Tavs the buſineſs edinaling. For the more expe- 
dition, I ſend this by an eſpecial meſſenger, You 


wall perceive the neceſſity of en 


CONCLU- 


OY : 
— * 
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CONCE USE ON 
Wir Nr. Wilton received this letter, his mo- 

ther, his ſiſter, and his friend Sir Robert Ber- 
tram, were preſent. He no ſooner peruſed it than he 
gave it to Sir Robert, and deſired him to read it aloud, 
with which he immediately complied. The moment 
Lady Wilton heard the contents, ſhe dropped upon 
her knees, and returned her thanks to the Almighty 
for his providential interpoſition in the det ection of 
this horrid villainy. Ariſing, ſhe firſt kiſſed her ſon. 
and then her daughter, and ſaid. God bleſs you 
« both, my children! J hope there are many years 
« of happineſs yet in ſtore for you, the enjoyment” 


„ of which will amply repay your patience and re- 


* ſignation. Let the gaoler be called,” 


— 


Tus gaoler came, and, being ſhewed the letter, 
heſitated how he ſhould act in ſuch circumſtances, | 


„ I WIL, indemnify you at all events; aid Sir _ 
Robert; © and if the gentleman at Northallerton be 


& hot Mr. Fennell; the proſecutor of Mr. Wilken; 
© | promaſe, upon my honour, to return Mr. Wil 
ton to-morrow ſafe into your n . 


* 


until he retars:!'”; 97 45 ' 


- 


* On Henker“ . Miſs Wilton, <0 let me | 


. have the pleaſure of Randing pledge for my bros? 
"M1 ther. 1 will. ſtay _ and do you go. to Ber- 


&'tram-Hall,” - * - la 
| E we. 
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| « No, Sir Robert, mid Lady Wikon, „ 1 wilt 
. © become ſecurity for _ fon 3 here 1 remain 
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« My affectionate parent, my loving fiſter,” ſaid 
Mr. Wilton, you overwhelm me with your good- 
% neſs”---the tear ſtarted in his eye---he turned 
aſide and wiped it away. 


- Is this tender ftruggle of amiable affection the 
gaoler ſaid, that he hoped the ladies would pardon 
him for refuſing their offers; for he had ſo firm a reli- 
ance upon the honour of Sir Robert, that he would 
entirely confide in him for an inde mnification. The 
whole company returned him thanks for his diſin- 
tereſted behaviour, and a chaiſe being ordered with 
all ſpeed, the Es; took their leave and de- 
parted. 7 


| Tae ladies being alone, Miſs Wilton faid, „ My 
*« dear mother, you have ſeen Olivia, my brother's 
« intended bride ; what is your Kern of the 


Ra . 


% TxpeeD, Antonet, I have had little opportu- 
% 'nity to form any concluſive opinion. During my 
c ſtay at Bertram-Hall, though I was conſtantly in 
her chamber, ſhe was ſo weak as never to be able 
to riſe, and could only talk at intervals. She was 
_ <6 prepared by Lady Bertram for my reception, leſt 
& the ſuddenneſs of my viſit ſhould occaſion a re- 
* lapſe, which would have been more fatal than the 
original attack. When I approached her bedſide, 
er the held out her hand, took hold of mine, and 
4 tenderly kiſſed it ;—the tear rolled down her lily 
© cheek, and ſhe turned her head from me. I con- 
& ſoled her, and bid her not be afflicted. She an- 
& ſwered, Oh Lady Wilton, can yon forgive me for 
Ns bringing ſo heavy, ſo ſevere a misfortune upon 
your family ?—* My dear, you were the innocent 
"700 . and need not to folicit my forgiveneſs. 


3 | „ 
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1% You are all goodneſs, my dear Lady: may you be 
« as happy as your amiability deſerves ! —She was 
e very collected, and diſcourſed ſeriouſly and intel- 
«« ligently oy -the—unfortunate circumſtances of your 
& bro ſituation, She ſeemed to have a due 
«« ſenſe of the importance of religion upon her mind, 


* 


« and ſaid, ſhe had ſeldom ceaſed to pray for the 


«© welfare of my worthy ſon. There is a perfect 
« {ſymmetry in her features; her countenance is pla- 
* cid and ſerene; and from what I can perceive, by 
© the remains of the cruel ravages of a violent fe- 
« ver, ſhe muſt have been very. beautiful. I have 
«© not once attempted to expoſtulate with Henry upon 
«© his determination to form an union without the con- 


« currence of his father; but if my Lord can be 


« induced to approve of the choice his ſon has made, 
„ ſhall deem her an amiable acquiſition to our fa- 
Is mily. « 


BEDS bn On my dear mether,” ſaid Miſs Wilton, 46 let 
% us go to Bertram-Hall; I long to embrace my 
« fiſter. Here is Benfield's letter, the peruſal of 
ec which will reſtore her to her heal 8 


« Mx dear Antonet, let me caution you againſt 
* making too precipitate a diſcovery of this happy 
4 incident; her tender frame, at preſent, cannot 
«© bear the violent tranſition from grief to joy. More- 
% over, you muſt excuſe me for what will probably 
ſeem a little rudeneſs,---I beg leave to decline 
« ſeeing Mr, Benfield.“ 


..-, -«c Mr dear mother, why ſo roputous? B How hath 
. Ar. Benfield offended ?” 

. In nothing. my dear child. Vou W bow I am 
3 8 both ot e of my un- 
Wee. = #18 alterabie 
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* alterable love. When you, my dear child, return 
to Benfield-Hall, nothing ſhall deter me from an 


early congratulation. As ſoon as Henry returns, 


„„ and I am certain of his honourable enlargement, 
% I ſhall ſet out for Wilton-Park. 


Tun wes returned in Sir Robert's carriage to 
Bertram-Hall. Olivia. was up, for the firſt time ſince 
her confinement. When the ladies were announced, 

ſhe. aroſe to receive them; but Miſs Wilton, run- 
ning to her, claſped her in her arms, tenderly kiſſed 
. and de ſired her to be ai, : 


« How is your brother, Miſs Wilton * ſaid 


Olivia. 


1 rar well, oils very b my dear. Vou 
« know, Olivia," I always ſuggeſted that this un- 
5 — = APY: * would ne terminate to our 
oro [= GE5E | 
. War, what news; whine 1 e 
has occurred, my dear lady ? Keep me not a mo- 
“ ment in 1 


7 Net 'S 


Fe, 3 not fercered—compoſe pourſl — 


18 
EEE 


45 — we happy vent? exclaimed | Lady Ber- 
va, t | bath taken yu 29 ö 


4 3 E, | Lady Wilton, lerruptcd Olivia) "EY 


_ - duce the letter.” 


* # of 1 P ” 0 * 
2 * 14 + 7 91 * : 4 4 


1 wk ah OY ak heal it ANY Huch. £ 
| if» ; then, reaching it to Lady Bertram, ſhe 


3 her bands, and caſting her eyes up to heaven, Ty | 


poured forth the. feryour of her heart in priyate eja- 
cCulations to the God of all Mercy, for his * 
ing 


= — 
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iog-care over the children of innocence. 'Their feel- 
ůngs on the occaſion were tender and delicate, their 
congratulations mutual and conſolatory; and nothing 

ſeemed to be wanting to complete their happineſs, 

but the — of the three abſent gentlemen. 


In the mean 8 Sir Robert and Mr. Wilton tra- 
velled with all imaginable expedition; and upon 
their arrival at Northallerton immediately drove to 
the inn, and enquired for Mr. Benfield. They were 
uſhered into the room * he and Mr. F ennell 
Were. 


| Pr WIL TON be his friend with a true Jad 
affectionate tenderneſs, and thanked him for his ac- 
tivity and reſolution in ſecuring the man who, by a 
villainous train of diabolical machinations, had 
os to take away his life. . | 


Ma. FEN 'N E LL, overwhelmed with confuſion at this 
unexpected interview, turned his face from this little 
circle of friendſhip, and Wann in * agony of 

deſpair, 


SIR Ron ER, addrefling himſelf to him, « ſaid, “ I 
cc wiſh not, Sir, to inſult you in your misfortunes, 
& but what infernal motive could ſtimulate you to 
<<. purſue the life of Mr. Wilton by ſo 2 
40 e * 
Vo inſult me, Sir Robert,” anſwoigil Mr. 
Fennell, e by your preſence ; I owe you no obedi- 
* ence, and I ſcorn to aer wy of your: interro- 


4. '$utories.” 99 8 


* M. Franzl 1, fd Mr. Wilton, * bar ena 
4. from me could provoke you to ſuch a ro Th 
| « You 


166 TH2 DENIAL; ON, 
«© You would have robbed me of my peace, deſtroyed 


«© my happineſs, and bereaved me ofa treaſure which 
6s _ world could not have reſtored.?? 


« You may W over me in my 8 fallen 
« ſtate ; but I hate, deſpiſe, and curſe you. Aſk 
% nothing more; you know my mind.” In uttering 
this ſentence he gnaſhed his teeth, and caſt a horrid 
glance, firſt on one, then on the other; and laſtly, 
covering his face with his hands, and bowing his 


body, reſted ſus head upon his knees. 


REMAININC n ſtubborn ad ſilent, and re · 
fuſing to anſwer another ſyllable, Mr. Benfield ſaid, 
I hope, Mr. Wilton, you will adopt the remedy 

© which the laws of your country afford you, and 
*« teach Mr. Fennell the danger of wantonly ſport- 
« ing with the liberty and life of a Briton.” 


„% Tax turpitude,” replied Mr. Wilton, „of 
„ Mr. Fennell's conduct ſhall not become a prece- 
e dent for mine. He has penalty enough to pay, 
« from the compunctions of his own conſcience. The 
« only mode of treating a baſe action is to encreaſe 
ee the poignancy of reflection, by contraſting it with the 
. « generolicy of revenge; a revenge which leads the 
«© mind-topity, but not to puniſh the actor. Mr. Fen- 
ce nell therefore hath no proſecution. to dread from me, 
« either to reſtrain the liberty of his perſon or to inj ure 
£08 his * Come, 3 let us return.“ 


333 1 HAvE ſome buſineſs of eee ſaid Sir 
Robert, to tranſact with a gentleman who lives a 

é few miles diſtant; and as I am thus far ſouth, I 
4 ſhall take this opportunity of doing it : I ſhall there- 


46 28 beg * ene until I write a few lines gory | 


IS > 


Lady Bertram, which I hope you will deliver to 
her either to-night or early to-morrow morning.” 


Mx. Wir rox having received the letter, he en- 
tered Mr. Benfield's carriage, and ſet out for Bertram- 
Hall; whilſt Sir Robert at the ſame tame ſet forward te 
the South i in a 9 and four. 


Tux day following, Mr. Wilton and Mr. Benfield 


arrived at Bertram-Hall. The ladies were in the 
drawing-room, and Olivia, by the kind aſſiſtance of 
Her friends, was enabled to accompany them. As 
ſoon as the gentlemen were announced, Lady Wilton 
_ withdrew, and immediately Mr. Wilton and his friend 
entered, Olivia aroſe, but was prevented from 
meeting Mr. Wilton by his eagerneſs, and her own 


weakneſs and trepidation. He embraced her affec- 


tionately, and tenderly enquired after the ſtate of her 
health. | | 


. 


Ma. BZNTI21 5 and Antonet were locked in each 
other's arms, pouring out the warmeſt effuſions of 
love and friend ſhip. | 


« HET-pEY,“ ſaid Lady Bertram, „here is li 
« billing, ſighing, and embracing! Faith I wiſh Thad 
** my turtle-dove: pray, Mr. Wilton, where is he?“ 


« Lapy BZATAAM, I humbly beg your pardon. 
_& The joy of ſeeing my Olivia able to quit her cham- 
4 ber made me nary to deliver you this letter.“ 


« Wuar ! Sir Robert gone a hundred miles 5 


* ther than Northallerton on ſpecial buſineſs! Ladies 
4 and Gentlemen, you ſeem to be ſo perfectiy well 


_ * ſatisfied with the company of each other, an OY 
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wy THE DENIAL; on; 


er ſhall beg leave of abſence; but, 90 inform me 
5 how you left A. Fennell? ? 


% (INDEED, Ay Bertram,” Aaid Mr. Wilton, 


ee though to all appearance very infirm, he was ſul- 
4 len and ill-natured, and tokd: ms _ e 


e and curſed us. nc by 


H Avr xs, what a devil!” exclaimed Lady 


ro per z but what have you done with him 2” 


cc LE bim, Madam, 5 ee 6f his own 
* Hindd. 33 » +. 


_ TAE Svereſt puniſhment,” ed Qilivia, 
ce you can infliet upon ſo worthleſs a miſcreant.”- 


Aar . having le Mr. Benkeld 
propoſed an immediate decampment to Scotland with 


Antonet, as the only effectual method to ſecure their 


Happineſs and . their union. 


«© WH "R precipitate, Beußeld ! We are certainly 
BN Ze out * the reach of wen) Fw. 


64 w Hy, my Keese do you now * ? We 
ec have now the power which we have long wiſhed for; 
e and remember a father's authority is ſuperior to a 
von lover's.” Vou have been purſued in your flight; 
4c ſhould your purſuers gain intelligence of the place 


of your refuge, what muſt be the conſequence ? 


« A cruel ee Probably, never more to 
c. fete 33 © : 4 | i 1 : A 1 * 3 ö ; 


8 


ihe: 6 To-var, Mr. Benfeld, you have - had. a it 


F 0 ney; * be fatigued,” N Ded 
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% Nor in the leaſt, my love. 2 and let us 
* go to- day.“ EE, 


„ Mx, BEN IBI.“ faid Mr. Wilton, why ds 
«© you attempt to perſuade my ſiſter to undertake 
«© what ſhe is already refolved upon? Has fhe not 
-« travelled, or rather fled, near three hundred miles, 
4 folely with a view to accompliſh what my father 
% lately diſappointed her of? Send to Morpeth for 
«© poſt-hoerſes; and if ſhe refuſe to accompany your 
e flight to Scotland, may fhe never be a wife until 
46 the namber the years of her off un Manby 1” 


4.80, fo, brother, you are now in abi 

« I am happy to fee that vou have recovered your vis 

e Vacity 3 and aſſure you 1 will endeavour to fruſtrate 
vt wih.“ ; 

. Ma. G ont, and anssdlatety d dic: : 
patched a ſervant to .Morpeth for horſes. In the 

mean time Lady Bertram entered, and, addrefling _ 
Mifs Wilton, ſaid, What are you 2 
here ig your dying ſwain“ | 


* Sus is; Madam,” replied Mr. won, . 


% ning over the marriage ceremony, and looking on 
* which finger the ring is to be placed; for you 


a 8 ſne is to be married before the ſleeps. 


«c W mar, married to- night, Miſs Wilton 1” faid 


Lady Bertram, nagkhing oy e . 
Uk AurrÞt” 


boo Avtonet biaſhed, * — to Om 
5 ad. % My dear ſiſter, protect me from the raillery, 


10 of- thoſe good peop le 3 I am am fo. 2 5 
. « defend myſelf.” oy ve tb IR 


x f 5 4 "> 1 
} * , . © by * 72 1 2 ” 1 x - 9 
Per II. * .. — | 
> s . 8 ; 
; 4 L 0 I * . Is Ye x * 
a 9 I 2 f | e E 
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Ms. Be NFIELD entered, and Miſs Wilton with- 
drew to- Lady Wilton, who was Preparing to leave 
Pertram-Hall the next morning. | 


Hen mother being made acquainted with the re- . 
e they had taken, ſhe ſaid, whilſt the tear 
trickled down her aged cheeks, My dear child, 
may the God of Heaven bleſs and protect you ! You 
4. have now the proſpect of being happily united to 
« the man upon whom you have long fixed your heart. 
«© Remember to follow the inſtruftions, as a wife, 
& which you have learned as a daughter. Let your be- 
. Hhaviour to your huſband be dutiful, reſpectful, and 
« amiable; your attention to him unceaſing; and 
«© your kindneſs invariable. Connive at, rather than re- 


% prehend, any trifling improprieties, for ſuch will 


t ſometimes happen in the married ſtate betwixt the 
«« moſt cautious and prudent. If any little overſight 
« > 1cur a rebuke, let not the petulance of your an- 
es ſwer irritate, when your affability ought to ap- 
t peaſe. Judge with candour of every fault; for 


1 mutual recrimination is certain to engender con- 
5 tention and ſtrife, which ought to be avoided with 


«« the utmoſt precaution. Let not your home have 
« the leaſt part of your company; for where a 


0 huſband is forſaken, and a family neglected, for 
. extraneous delights and foreign amuſements, cool- 
cc neſs enſues, indifference produces diſlike, 1 


> 5 jealouſies embitter every hour. 


C HowEveR ample your income, attend to your 


=: wh own diſburſements: this by the giddy will be deemed 


4 = — 


„ avaricious, but by the wiſe ceconomical. Mr. 


"+ Benfield's fortune is large: whatever ſplendor or 
e magnificence you ſupport, let it be with dignity. 
1 4 Avoid every ſpecies of diſfipation, as productive 


Se 1 3. and gaming, in a rn by one of 5 
8 Have 


. ©. 
8 : 
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Hav no private parties, no pleaſures but what 
& your huſband, if he chuſe, may participate; for 

e conſtant ſeparate amuſements may produce ſuſpi- 
« cion, and deſtroy your _ 


„ Tas conduct which I 1 you to Pls muſt 
« enſure your happineſs, and induce a mutual return 
cc of kindneſs from any man of ſenſibility or diſ- 
ce cernment. But even if you ſhould not meet with a 
cc reciprocation of tenderneſſes and good offices, re- 
c member, and let me caution you, that it is ſtill your 
cr indiſpenſable duty to act your part with cheerful- 
«« neſs and good- nature; for the errors of the huſband 
4c are no precedents to the wife; and retaliation will 
certainly render you contemptible here and miſera- 
« ble hereafter. : 


1 1 * e eum, 8 * . J 
8 . ; 2 * . — — — * 
— 9 . 2 Sy — 


„TE EsE and a variety of other precepts of a ſimi- 
« Jar tendency I have conſtantly inculcated from 
your earlieſt years; let it therefore be your daily 
« ſtudy to act in conformity with them, which wi 
« endear you to your huſband, and make you re- 
cc ſpected and beloved by all the wiſe and d in 
1 every rank of life.“ 


- 


OE 5 * 
— 


% Mr dear mother, let me upon my knees return = 
1 unfeigned thanks. This good counſel I ſhall 
« imprint upon my heart; and all your inſtructions, = 

«« I hope, I ſhall long AF e ever endeavouring +> 

* to practiſe them with that attention which is dus W 

ce to the much- revered, the much- beloved author.” YH 


« > | , 
INE. Fa 8 43 


85 1 SERVANT who waited informed Miſs. Wilton that — „ 1 
: the chaiſe was ready. Antonet,”? ſaid Lady Wilton, - = 
probably before I ſce you, again, you + will haxe 2] 4 _ 
. acquired a nearer relation than that of a mother. 
* Lt not the love for a huſband cauſe you to forget 
"0 00 dhe es of a parent. Be as dutiful 4 wife 
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«« 25 you have been a daughter, and deſpair not of 
e happy. The chaiſe waits one embrace — 
e Wel!“ 


* 


Tur heart of 'Miſs Wilton overiiowed: with a 
e forrow ; ſhe could make no reply, but hurried 
out of the room, and haſtily bidding adieu to Lady 
Bertram, Olivia, and her brother, who handed her 
mto the chaife, ſhe waved one hand to her mother, 
who ftood at the window, and wiped her tears away 
with.the other: the chaife.drove.off, and oY were 
Gur of fight in a few minutes. 


"Mx. WI Lon paſſed the remainder of the Y with 
* ladies, and towards the evening retired to his 
Hermitage to paſs the night. Here he was received 
by the worthy family with every demonſtration of 
heart-feft joy, who expreſſed the ir ſatisfaction at the 
defeat of Mr. Fennell's villainy. But no congratu- 
lations were more real than thoſe of the grateful Mrs. 
Moreton, who, being informed of the whole tranſ- 

action, had waited feveral hours in anxious expec- 
tation of ſeeing Mr. Wilton, and poured out the ef- 
fuſions of boy heart _ his life and, future Rey 


„ 


Ar bd thefe teffirhonies of dls. with. 
kindnefs and gratitude ; not deſpiſing the benevolence. 
of poverty, nor the good wiſhes of thoſe in an hum- 
ble ation, convinced that they are often more real 
that the unmeaning compliments and promiſes cuſ- 
tomary among the TELE ranks of —_ 


© In the morning he walled: to o Bertram-Hall, whers 7 
he found his venerable parent prepared for her de- 
” bm only waiting to bid him adieu. He ef- 
| 3 | _ bored to accompany her part of her j journey, to Wien, 
1 * , « No, * your preſence 
cc * EL: * 5 


>» IX: 12 
51 L ns 
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may be of ſervice towards reſtoring the health of 
your future bride; it can be of none to me, except 
45 prolonging the pang of ſeparation. Remember, | 
16. Henry, it is your duty to ſolicit, the firſt oppor- 
«© tunity, your father's pleſſing and forgiveneſs, Tf 
* he continue imp{acable, let not his implacability 
c be an example for your ingratitude. He is your 
*. father ; and though, from a juſt provocation, be 
may Nav {werved from the path of chriſtian pa- 
« tience, yet you oe him every duty that a fon can 
% owe to a parent. He has done more for you, by rear- 
*© ing and protecting your infancy, by diligently lead- 
© ing you up to maturity, by inſtilling into your teg: 
« der mind the principles of virtue and religion, and 
20 « by beſtowing, upon you a liberal education, than all 
* your Lemon and attention can ever recompantye”” 4 


 « You are now going to > take a partner for life, The 
0 Lady is worthy of your choice, and would add dig- 
« nity to any family. Sir Robert's bounty is magnificent 
7 indeed; equal, if not ſuperior, to your father's ex= 
“ pedctations from Sir George Silvertop. From your 
« knowledge of life, and the well-known acquiſi- 
« tions of ur mind, I can have little to add rela- 
« tive to the duties of a huſbands Let your firſt care” 
« and attention be paid to the partner of your ſoul. 
« Aſſiduity will encourage and keep alive the lam Wi 
cc bent flame of love;: z- but indifference will un-- _ Þ 
* doubtedly extinguiſh it. Impart every win; let 
« her ſhare in your joys and participate of your A 9 
„ rows ; for, believe me, no one is ſo proper for the - BW 
tender charge as the wife of your boſom. She 
1 will alleviate, aſſuage, and conſole you, While 
n the ſneers of a jovial companion, or the ſcoffs “ 
a ſunſhine friend, e add Fe the binterneſs _— 
— 55 & your woe.“ a : Bj 
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LADY BERTRAM and Olivia entered, to with their 
venerable gueſt a proſperous journey, She continued: 
Lady Bertram, your civilities have made a deep 
„ impreſſion in my breaſt, which will not be ſoon or 
4 eaſily obliterated; for which I hope you will ac- 
A cept my moſt grateful acknowledgements, until 
* your kindneſs afford me a proper opportunity of 
« making a ſuitable return, Olivia, the next time 
«© I ſee you, I hope to be united to you by a nearer 
tie than that of friendſhip, May your days be 
% crowned with happineſs, your head with age, and 
Henry enjoy your unvarying love to the a mo- 
5 ment of your exiſtence ! | „ | 
Sue then tenderly embraced Olivia, and recom- 
mended her to the gracious protection of Providence. 
Qlivia could only anſwer her by tenderly bedewing 
her aged cheek with the tears of ſenſibility, She then 
embraced her ſon, bidding him, next to his Creator, 
to reverence his father; it was a duty, ſhe ſaid, which 
BO 32 conſide ration could diſpenſe with. 


* 
72 


„ Lr this embrace, , Lady Berta | cement a 
1. friendſhip that is 881 to be Fo PE! F When our 


4 time has run its courſe,” 7M 


5 


Fil 


whos of carriage being 2 gen 144% Wilton left her 
companions ſuffuſed in the gentle feelings of a tender 
| forrow, unable to return her benevolence or. utter a 
laſt farewel. She was conducted to- the carriage by. 
her, | grateful ſon, wao viſibly felt the pang of ſepa- 


5 Jation from his amiable parent, which he in Vain at- 


/ 


; 8 VV 3 


2 "6. S444 = $4 — * 


"Warn he returned: to the Malie the RY of on.” f; 
via were {till gliſtening with the drops of tenderneſs; 


| but. * — had Fepovered. her uſual * ſere- Es 


* 


* 


. 
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is and ſhe accoſted Mr. Wilton by ſaying, © Had 

not the forehead of Lady Wilton been wrinkled by 
« the venerable hand of Time, I ſhould have Cone 
« cluded her to be an angel that was ſent from above 
to ſpread benignity and love amongſt the thought- 

* leſs children of this world. Olivia, what bleflings 
«<- await you from your approaching affinity. with ot 
„% much. goodneſs !?? 


«Lapy Be&TRamwhatyour goodneſs and friend- 
« ſhip. have inſtilled, will be matured by the expe- 
c rience and wiſdom of Lady Wilton, but never; 
ne ver can be n 
4: 
i Me. WIL Tron . moſt of his time at Bertram- 
Hall, in the company of Olivia, whoſe heaith received 
additional vigour by his attendance and aſſiduity. On 
the third day from their departure, Mr. Benfield and 
his bride returned from their viſit to the ſhrine of Hy- 
men on the banks of the Tweed. Pleaſed. with the 
certainty of Olivia's increaſing health, they made 
only a momentary call, and ſet out immediately. for 
Benfield-Hall 
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A FEW Nec #4 after Sir Robert arrived late in the 
evening. The morning following Mr. Wilton paid. 
his uſual viſit. It was near eleven o'clock, Olivia wass 
walking in the garden. He joined her, and was inſormd 
that Sir Robert was come home. They retired to tze 
arbour of woodbine, and were pleaſing themſelves win 
the recital of paſt ſorrows, and enjoying their future 
happineſs by anticipation, when a ſervant came ane 
informed them that Sir Robert waited for their com 

pany. They aroſe with alacrity to pay their reſpects 

dc their common benefactor. They walkzed inte the 
room hand in hand, and, without obſerying particularly. "8s 
-- another gentleman preſent, ran to N Sir. 

3 8 | 4 We Robert 


"5M 
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, op father ! * fell lifele 


776 THE DENTAL; or, 
Robert on his return, when Mr. Wilton, turning to 


addreſs the ſtranger, exclaimed with wonder, Sir 
* George Silvertop P” while he ſtood fixed in 


- amazement, and overwhelmed with confuſion. 


Tus exclamation cauſed Olivia to fix her eyes up- 

on the gentleman---ſhe grew pale in an ioftant--- | 

trembled---and faintly ſcreaming, ** Heavens, my 
4 into the arms of Mr. Wilton. 


„s affaid of this, Lady Bertram, faid 
Sir Robert; but you wiſhed to try if ſhe knew 
Sir George after . 5 


„ PAR DOH me, Sir Robert; forgive me, Sis 
George; I apprehended no danger. Thou ſuf- 
fering angel, look upon me, and fo "wy ne 1— 
c 5 
Ricoverin her frength, Orivia een upon 


x ber knees before Sir George, ſaying, ** Will an bol 


* noured, an ate ae — his undutifi 
* danpheer i?” _ 


Srn "OOO S14.vERPOP, kneeling! Aoctenderly 
boys eing his daughter, exclaimed, * My child, 
yen ſhall not kneel alone — I ought to aſſt for- 
N 3 Heaven is all. gracious, and its: 
diſpenſutions are unſearchable + May this be 


de happy prelude to years of future peace! Riſe, 


a» my child; your eaily afflictions ſhall be recom- 
e penſed, your ſufferings rewarded... ' You, Mr. 
Wilton, ate the maſt inſtrumental? in this reſtora- 


3 LOI agPeer 20 the arms of jetted pa · 


rent, by your rej. ctiaa of my younger daughter, __ 


e for which you are amply entitled not only to my 


'$-1yarmeſt thanks; but even to the kindeſt effects of. £ 5 2 
. N benchcence-; I W beg leave to add ta. 


* 
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„ the bounty of Sir Robert thirty thouſand pounds, 


5 _« as a tribute due to the merit of a long loſt child.“ 


. 


Vous munificence, gentlemen,” ſaid Mr. Wil- 
ton, “ far ſurpaſles my moſt ſanguine expectation- 
It al be my furure ſtudy to be REY of 


4 IN tf 


Tas day of marriage being 3 the inter 
vening time was ſpent in the neceſſary preparations | 
for the nuptials. When the morning arrived which 
was to unite” this happy couple, already united by a 


reeiprocal affection, Olivia, when approaching the | 


1 altar, was ſurprized by the addreſs of a ſtranger, 
dern! delivered a letter to her, and immediately re- 
tired. She put it into her pocket, and the ceremony 
was immediately performed. Upon the return of the 


company to Bertram - Hall, ſhe opened the letter and 


peruſed it, She was viſibly affected, the letter drop- 
ped from her hand, ſhe begged to retire, and on 


Lady Bertram handing, her out of the room, Mr. 


Wilton took the letter up, and 99k OY: * 
the company. 


A. 


'TO M188, OLIVEA BERTRAM. 
ADAM, 


THE. day that unites you to my hated'rival 2 5 
me to my grave. I have long, from. your hate, led a 


life of miſery; it draws now to a termination. My : 


emiſſary acquaints' me, that you are to be married n 
Thurſday at ten o*tlock. Think, When before the 
altar, repeating the holy ceremony, that you hear the 


000 . een into an neee eternity. 3 


4 FR * 
95 #50 ﬆ 4 3 
* 


_ -dreadful exploſion which rends my ſoul from my body, pos 2 
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* Heaven,” exciaimed Sir George, © in thy 
infinite mercy, pity his wretched ul! EE 


* His doom is fixed, ſaid Sir Robert, ec before 
de this; I know his determined reſolution. Let us go 
** and endeavour to alleviate the anxiety into which 
© the peruſal of this dreadful billet hath thrown your. 
% amiable bride. His malice operates beyond the 
re orave---this, [ hope, is its laſt effort. May his 
<< ſoul find more peace chan he Wines t to leave behind 


- #6 him! —_ 


On entering the Nen they found Offvii upon her 
Mike pouring forth her pious ejaculations to her 
Maker, to have mercy on this unthinking, miſtaken 
man. When ſhe aroſe, Mr. Wilton embraced her, 
and bid her not afflict herſelf with the conſideration of 
Mx. Fennel!'s unhappy fate, for his Creator was 8 alle. 
+ Ion, and might finally thew, kim mercy.” 


Mrub v eswe to TRY her, * diſſi- 
* the melancholy which overſpread her mind. 
Their aſſiduities were partly effectual; and, in order 
to reſtore her wonted ſerenity, Sir George propoſed 
a journey to his ſeat in Hertfordſhire ; which propo- 
ſal recalled to the recollection of Mr. Wilton his mo- 
cher s injunction, of ſoliciting, the firſt opportunity, 
his father's forgiveneſs ; he therefore ſeconded Sir 
_ George's. propoſal ; to which Olivia, Lady and Sir 
eee readily pF RN 


2 


* the thind; day ſins hs: PROF — left 5 5 
dem- Hall, and arrived ſafe, after an agreeable jour- 
-ney, at Sir George's ſeat. The day following dir 
- George ſet out for Wilton-Park, and returned before 
dimmer, in company with Lord and Lady Wilton. 
s — and Olivia * informed of their 2 5 

N — 
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val, requeſted the permiſſion of an interview, that 


they might humbly ſolicit a bleſſing _ forgiveneſs, 


Mr. Wilton and Olivia entered the .'\rawing-room 
hand in hand, preceded by Sir George and Sir Ro- 
bert Bertram. They walked forward ,and fell upon their 
knees before Lord and Lady Wilton. Lor@'Wilton's 
countenance changed—the glance of rage darted from 


his eyes, and he aroſe abruptly, ſaying, I thought, 


Sir George, you would not have had the audacity 


1 to affront me thus deliberately. You have duped 


© me by a lie, inveigled me to your houſe, under 


«< the falſe pretence tat my ſon was married to 


5 3 daughter.“ 


Os 


. 


10 My Lord,” aver Sir Ps : ebe pa- 


4 tient; Tam free from the guilt with which you ac- 
cuſe me. The lady who is kneeling at your feet, 


« 'is actually my daughter by a prior wife. She loſt 


e her mother when ſhe was fix years of age. I mar- 


«© ried the preſent Lady Silvertop when ſhe was eight. 
«©: From ſome unhappy miſunderſtanding betwixt 


Lady Silvertop and the child, without. any previ- 
4 9025 notice the latter left my houſe at ten years old, 


and took refuge with Sir Robert Bertram, the * 


1 timate and confidential friend of her mother: With 
« a truly paternal care, Sir Robert and Lady Ber-. 
{© tram have adopted and educated my child. Tou 


© may remember, my Lord, hearing me frequently 


«© lament. this misfortune as an aflition which had 
embittered my days, and poiſoned my earthly eup 
© with wretchedneſs and woe. Sir Robert, * 


Bertram, and Lady Salluertop, perſonally. van 


5 8 for the truth of my aſſæve ration. 5 


5 OR 


3 gun Grok g.“ replied Lord Wilton; ee hall. 

5 6s. not diſpute your veracity, nor call upon the Ades Wo 
oo and 1 7828985 to perform the irkſome taſk! 6f . . 
5 * 


— of * 
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+ , © youching your integrity. "Ya character for 
uprightneſs and probity is, too well eftablithed to 
be queſtionęd; and ſince my ſon hath married your. 
% daughter, if Miſs Silvertop will forgive the inſult 
«* I will pardon. his diſobedience. I vowed to re- 
« ject him eternally, unleſs he married your daugh. 


_ © ter; that vow is now aunibilated by his performs- - 
« ance of the condition.” | 


ey Mx Lord,” faid Lady Wilton, 2 take compaſ- 
1 ſion on your ſweet daughter, Who 1s _—_— all. 
6: this time at ve foot.” 


 « ParDon my inattention, daughter ; then lay-- 
ing his hands upon their heads, he added, Take 
my forgiveneſs, my children. May happineſs be 
. your portion in ei lf and in the next-creral 
2 felicity . 


- Tur 3 and E kindly Ee; . 
% ing. You muſt n * aal t to Mia 
vertop.” | 


3 Tur, my fathers 1s already done, and Her * 
5 ke mes l 


4 Turns remains notiagr now, my . * 
| aid Lady Bertram, to make the whole circle of 
F your friends completely happy, e your par- 

* 7092 to another child” 5 


8 IF 5 8 . a of her, th Lady 50 you know - 
ES 8 u where tis hath ha. 85 


as, Werz, my Lord. ſhould he, but at Benkield- Ms 

Hall. in the arms of its owner! Nay, no frown; ww; 
8 85 Land be not * I will neyer-ceafe _ 

"00 ice 


ks a * 
So ” 


in 2 OY 


— 


TO po wt . 
* » 4 
— F - 


* 
* 3 
te 1 2 
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1 dliciting until J obtain forgiveneſs for your amia- KP 
v ble 3 8 3 


'«K You are, Lady Bertram, rondicl 1 Wil- 
ton, an importunate ſuitor. My objections to Mr. 
« Benfield were neither to his family nor his fortune; - 
ec but he was always haranguing againft the autho- 
7 rity of parents, and contradicting my pine on 
«© moſt of my favourite topics, 


' Tax door opened, and Lady Wind 4 — 
leading her daughter Benfield by the hand, who 
. and aſked her father's forgiveneſs. f 


7 Bux FLELD followed her ne 3 
e No heſitation,” faid Lady Bertram, . or 1 4 
* kneel too, my Lord; and what a ludicrous ſpec- 
tacle would it be, to ſec two ladies kneeling wo 73 
6c one "nana py | | 


„ Tnovon advanced in Tb; my Lady, 1 yer 
«© have too much gallantry to permit you to ſue in 
% yain. Riſe, my children, and be as happy as 
3 love and perſeverance deſerve. 
„ Tuis reconciliation, my Look 50 fa Mr. Ben? Moe 

field, „ completes my wiſhes; yet, will you be ſo 
cc ' obliging as to acquaint me how you abtained the | 

* W of our intended 3 FOR | 


Lear WII rox, pulling out a r a. 
1 That letter, which I found when I Was 
bes courſing i in the vicinity of Benfield-Hall, the dax 
1 before your appointment, will explains hs 3 1 
2 * | EN os Re 


＋ * * | 9 * OP wm . 3 a 8 g Fe 4 . | 
Pc N | 
ren NIA L, . 
. 4 EE, bo 2 
*. 


To» . 111 is as, my Antonet, containing the 

* — . 8 *. 

2 «© hour of aſſignation; which letter I unfortunately 
& loſt.“ | | | 


| ITY Stokes $1tvzRTOP, overjoyed at the re- 
1 ſtoration and honourable alliance of his daughter, in- 
vited the whole company to paſs a few days with him, 
Which were ſpent with all the harmony of good- 

Fn; Low and the conlidence of friendſiup. | : 


1 Ma. Wi LTON md his 8 bride, at the . 
ſolicitation of Sir Robert and Lady Bertram, con- 
| dentedto ſpend the firſt Mt of their marriage a at Ber- 
tram-Hall. 


= 


— 


Ms. Low GFORD was no ſooner informed of their 
iage, than he ſunk into a deep melancholy, by 

1 Hrs he was totally loſt to his friends and to ſociety ; 
* Ng whit. Mrs. Moreton” was unanimoufly choſen to be 


= .- houſekeeper at Bertram-Hall, during the continuance 
of Mr. Wilton and Olivia there; and when they re- 
moved, ſhe was to remove with them, and act! in the 
BS: kame ö 
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